
 
 
PRESS RELEASE 
Maintenance of longstanding preferences key focus of ACP Sugar Group in Hong Kong 
– ACP should not be the forgotten players of the Doha Round 
Hong Kong 14 December 2005: Speaking at the 6th WTO Ministerial Meeting, Ministers from ACP 
sugar supplying states stressed that their aim in Hong Kong is the maintenance of longstanding 
preferential agreements as agreed under the July Framework Agreement and as spelt out in the G-90 
declaration.   

“Any attempt to challenge agreements already reached on long standing preferences will not help 
progress in Hong Kong. The ACP Sugar Group is coming in to these negotiations still reeling from the 
shock of the recent EU sugar reform agreement. We are determined that the WTO Ministerial 
Conference will not result in a knockout punch to our industries and further threaten the livelihoods of 
hundreds of hundred of thousands of people in our small, vulnerable countries,” said Arvin Boolell, 
Agriculture Minister of Mauritius and ACP Ministerial Spokesman on Sugar.  

The majority of ACP sugar supplying states are neither LDCs nor large scale agricultural exporters. 
For the most part they are small island or landlocked developing economies who stand to lose out 
heavily from a rapid and dramatic erosion of preferential access to developed world markets. What is 
true for sugar is equally true for bananas with certain ACP countries currently facing attack in both 
commodity sectors. “There is a danger that we will be forgotten players of this Round and instead of 
developing we will be driven backwards into poverty. This will not be acceptable. Market access 
discussions should fully take into account our specific trade and development needs in order to ensure 
that the Doha Development Round does not become the Doha ´Destruction´ Round as far as we are 
concerned.” said Keith D. Knight, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, Jamaica.  

The ACP Sugar Group has therefore called on the WTO members to take account of the G 90 
declaration with regard to sugar, as well as bananas.  

“Any drastic tariff cut would squeeze us out of the market and leave us with nothing. However, we are 
confident that it is not in the WTO’s interest to allow this to happen either for political or economical 
reasons and look forward to working with all parties to ensure our mutual interests are served,” 
stressed Kaliopate Tavola, Minister of Foreign Affairs and External Trade, Fiji.   

 
******* 

Background on ACP sugar 
The EU sugar reform deal of 24 November 2005 will see ACP sugar supplying states lose permanently c.€250 
million euro annually in direct export earnings once the 36% reduction in prices has been phased-in. Despite the 
fact that in certain ACP countries sugar exports contribute up to 25% of GDP, thus far a total of only €40 million 
has been allocated to be shared among the 18 ACP Sugar Group countries. This compares with compensation in 
excess of €7 billion that has been guaranteed to EU farmers and processors to cushion the impact of the reform. 
Further assistance to ACP countries from 2007 onwards is currently being discussed in the context of ongoing 
EU budget negotiations. 

The 18 ACP Sugar Protocol countries are: Barbados, Belize, Côte d’Ivoire, DR Congo, Fiji, Guyana, Jamaica, 
Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, St. Kitts and Nevis, Swaziland, Tanzania, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

Contacts; 
Holy Ramanankasina: 65418565, Giles Keane: 65927064, Mari Skarholt: 65342978  Nidhendra Singh - + 32 
479 980 770.  
Email: acpsugarhongkong@gmail.com      Website: www.acpsugar.org 
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