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 Small, vulnerable economies have, for the last four years, been working with the 
wider membership of the WTO to ensure that the Doha mandate on small, vulnerable 
economies, which was agreed to by all Ministers at the Doha Ministerial Conference, is 
respected and meaningful solutions found to the trade related problems and concerns of 
these economies.  
 
 The particular characteristics of small, vulnerable economies have made it 
difficult for them to benefit from global trade in an equitable and sustainable manner. 
Each of these economies has a minimum share of world trade but continues to contribute 
to the development of a multilateral rules based trading system and to accept 
commitments consistent with their capacity 
 
 Over the past few months, there have been some very constructive discussions in 
the WTO on the subject of small, vulnerable economies. The proponents have tabled a 
number of general and administrative documents. In addition, the proponents have made 
specific proposals in the negotiating and other bodies of the WTO. Documents and/or 
negotiating proposals have been tabled in the negotiating bodies on non-agriculture 
market access, agriculture, services and rules. Additional proposals are being currently 
prepared. 
 
 The work by the proponents has enhanced the profile of the small, vulnerable 
economies and has also raised the stakes for the WTO to urgently and meaningfully agree 
to trade related solutions to the trade related issues of these economies.  
 

Small, vulnerable economies emphasize that this 6th Ministerial Conference must 
specifically chart the way forward for the small, vulnerable economies in the Doha 
negotiations and in the Work Programme and also reaffirm the membership’s full 
commitment to engage on this issue to ensure the realization of the mandate. 

 
 

 
 
 
 


