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European Commission ready to accept Pascal Lamy's 
proposals on bananas, in order to make progress in 
Agriculture in the Doha trade talks 
The European Commission has today agreed to work for a comprehensive solution to resolve the long-
running banana dispute involving Latin American and African, Caribbean and Pacific Countries, on the 
basis of a 'good offices' proposal by WTO Director General Pascal Lamy. Resolving the issue is 
necessary for a successful Doha world trade deal, because it is the key to the 'tropical products' dossier in 
the agriculture negotiations. Given the impact, any deal should be put to the wider WTO membership 

EU Trade Commissioner Peter Mandelson said: "Resolving this long running problem must be part of a 
final Doha deal. That means balancing the needs of two different sets of developing countries, while 
taking into account the interests of EU banana producers. Pascal Lamy's proposals have given us a basis 
to do that. I hope we can all work for a solution."  

The banana question has divided Latin American countries and African, Caribbean and Pacific countries 
who want to preserve their preferential access to the EU market, which is in many cases the key to their 
competitiveness. All African Caribbean and Pacific banana producers have unlimited access to the EU 
markets under the terms of the Economic Partnership Agreements. A solution will have to balance the 
needs of these two sets of developing countries.  

   
What Pascal Lamy has proposed:  

• A tariff of €116 per tonne – a big cut from the existing tariff of €176 per tonne;  
• Implementation until 2015 in order to allow ACP banana producers to adapt;  
• There will be an initial tariff cut of €26 per tonne in the first year, a further €9 cut per tonne in the 

second year and then a 5€ cut in each remaining year to 2015;  
• Bananas will not be subject to additional cuts in the Doha round;  
• Both sides will agree a 'peace clause' which will commit them to not reopening the issue.  

The European Commission has accepted this proposal as a basis for continued work towards a final 
agreement which will ultimately have to be approved by EU Member States. The EU is committed to 
working with both Latin American and ACP countries to find a workable solution for both sides.  

 


