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Almost exactly a year ago, the Dispute Settlement Body of the World Trade Organisation found 
the United States in violation of its commitments under the General Agreement on Trade in 
Services with respect to its prohibition on the provision of cross-border gambling and betting 
services from Antigua and Barbuda to consumers in the United States. The WTO gave the United 
States until April 3 to bring its laws into compliance with the rulings of the DSB in our case. 
 
That deadline has come and passed and our region is somewhat dismayed to learn that the United 
States has made no effort towards compliance. Our concern is further compounded by the fact 
that the only laws introduced into the United States Congress in recent months would, in fact, 
further entrench what the WTO found to be the discriminatory nature of the United States’ 
approach to cross-border gambling and betting services.  We are also concerned by the fact that 
you, Ambassador Portman, have rebuffed every offer Antigua and Barbuda has made to engage 
the United States in an attempt to work out a reasonable resolution of this dispute.   
 
We wish to remind that Antigua and Barbuda has a highly regulated gaming industry, with strict 
laws that protect the integrity of the services it provides, including preventing underage gaming 
and guarding against money laundering and other criminal activity.  
 
We welcome the fact that Antigua and Barbuda has offered to engage in co-regulation with the 
United States, to limit its gaming sector until the United States could observe and evaluate the 
effectiveness of its regulation, and has agreed to work with the US to ensure the safety of the 
services our providers offer to US consumers.   
 
We therefore called on the United States, to act as “responsible stakeholder” in international 
trade, and meet with Antigua and Barbuda, which has repeatedly stated its willingness to discuss 
the most appropriate form of compensation and remedies, to arrive at a mutually agreed 
settlement to this dispute. 
 


