
CARICOM Statement to the Trade Negotiations Committee,  

July 21, 2008 

 

We, the 14 WTO Members of the Caribbean Community, have trade-dependent 

economies and thus the importance of this Round to our economic and social 

development cannot be overstated. 

As a collection of small economies, we believe that a rules-based multilateral 

trading system that results in and fosters fair and balanced outcomes can best 

support our development and serve our general interest. 

Of course, we recognise that for this Round to be successful, fair and balanced, 

some important participants will have to be prepared to make real adjustments.  

CARICOM reaffirms its commitment to the successful completion of this 

negotiation for modalities on agriculture and non-agricultural market access and 

indeed for the successful completion of the entire Doha development project. 

 

In recognition of the need to effectively compete in a rapidly evolving global 

environment, the region has embarked upon a reorganisation of its integration 

processes. 

This reorganisation assumes a system of global rules that take due account of the 

special circumstances of our countries and we expect that the modalities 

emerging from this Round will help to underpin these developmental efforts.  

In other words, our adjustment process needs to be complemented by the award 

of requisite flexibilities commensurate with our share of world trade.  

Our specific interests are concentrated primarily in tariff reduction and 

preference erosion in both AGRICULTURE and NAMA and modalities to 

safeguard our peoples’ livelihood and our development process. 

 

On tariff liberalization modalities, we welcome the fact that there is some 

convergence on SVEs’ treatment.  

Of course, there are still some concerns and we support the positions taken by 

the SVE, ACP and G-33 Groupings.. 

In NAMA, CARICOM supports the SVEs’ demand that the average industrial tariffs 

for the two top bands should be 28 and 32%, respectively. 
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Further Suriname, one of our member states, has bound 100% of its agricultural 

tariff lines at 20% and this therefore, requires some additional flexibilities that 

would allow it to rebind its agricultural tariffs at the average levels of its other 

SVE CARICOM partners.  

Again, we welcome the insertion of special flexibilities for SVEs in SSM.   

However, there is some remaining concern with the draft modalities which limit 

the extent to which we would be able to exceed Uruguay Round bound rates.    

If there is to be a limit, it should be set at a substantially higher level than what 

appears in the current draft modalities. 

We also support the call by the G-33 for this flexibility to be extended to all 

developing countries. 

 

As preference-dependent economies, we consider most important such 

concessions as would modulate the effect of MFN tariff reductions on our key 

exports and thus support the position taken by the ACP on this matter. 

  

The multilateral trading system must allow opportunities for small, preference-

dependent countries to continue to export to their major markets.  

Products of major concern include sugar, bananas, rum, rice, and fish and we 

welcome the recent interaction with both the proponents of tropical products 

and the major preference-granting members. 

We hope that a balanced and fair outcome will materialize.  

 

Chair, notwithstanding the scepticism that has been voiced, in our region and 

elsewhere, about the nature of this liberalising venture and the real intention of 

the more significant players, we are hopeful that this discourse will contribute to 

the kind of development that this Round promises and to our countries and their 

development.    

 


