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Thank you Mr Chairman. 

 

I wish first of all to express my sympathies to the people of India and 

especially to the families of the five people who lost their lives in 

yesterday’s (Monday) helicopter accident. 

 

Let me also thank Minister Sharma for this invitation and apologise for the 

absence of my Minister McClean who was regrettably unable to attend. 

 

As coordinator of the SVEs let me acknowledge with appreciation India’s 

recognition of the importance of involving the small trading partners in this 

important process.  

 

Now, I wish chair to briefly tell you who we are and why we are here. 

 

Who We Are 

 

The Small Vulnerable Economies (SVEs) are a group of about 24 members, 

mostly small Caribbean island states, some Central American and South 

American states, three Pacific Island states and Mauritius. We have received 

recognition as developing countries whose small open economies lie 

somewhere above that of LDCs. We have therefore not sought LDC type 

concessions at the WTO and indeed have at all times expressed our 

willingness to contribute to trade liberalisation – but to do so at a  pace that 

our vulnerable economies can absorb. 

 

We have had pretty good support from all members and look forward to the 

continuation of that support as we approach the end game. 

 

 



 

 

 

So Why Are We Here? 

 

It seems reasonable to expect that the global economy will recover - 

hopefully by next year. Our small open economies, seriously hurt by the 

current global recession, will need an improved trading system to sustain 

growth into the future.  

 

We are concerned that the world’s trading system is still grappling with 20
th
 

century problems at a time when it should be focussing on 21
st
 century trade-

related issues in energy and climate change, for example. We are therefore 

here to lend support to this process which is aimed at advancing the Doha 

development round and we really wish to see its conclusion next year. 

 

We wish to encourage those members engaged in bilateral efforts to break 

the deadlock so that the multilateral efforts can really resume in high gear. In 

so doing, we must remember that this is a development round. 

 

After so many years of hard work, SVEs do not want to lose that which we 

have achieved in the current text (even though all of our members are not 

entirely happy with those results). SVEs also have outstanding issues in all 

negotiating groups which in many ways depend on solutions elsewhere. We 

are therefore anxious to see these negotiations advanced and believe that “re-

energising Doha” in New Delhi will contribute to the “commitment to 

development”. 

 

I thank you. 
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