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Honourable Anand Sharma, Minister of Commerce and Industry of 

India 

Honourable Ministers 

Director General Pascal Lamy 

Ambassadors 

Ladies and Gentlemen  

Good Afternoon,   

 

Let me begin by offering condolences from the Government of 

Trinidad and Tobago to the Government and People of the Republic 

of India on the death of Chief Minister Reddy of the State of Andhra 

Pradesh. I would also like to commend Minister Sharma for his vision 

and leadership and the Government of India for bringing us together 

in this beautiful city and for their excellent hospitality. I also wish to 

join previous speakers in thanking Director General, Mr. Lamy and 

the Chairs of the various Negotiating Groups for their efforts in 

assisting us in reaching a clear understanding that defines practical 
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steps towards concluding the Doha Round and which can attract the 

support of the entire WTO Membership.  

 

Trinidad and Tobago along with the other members of the Caribbean 

Community endorse the statement eloquently delivered by the 

Minister from Mauritius as Coordinator of the ACP Group. We also 

associate ourselves with the views expressed by Indonesia on behalf 

of the G33 in outlining the steps necessary to reach a final agreement 

to the Round. We also appreciate the pragmatic comments and 

recommendations of Australia and Switzerland.   

 

For developing countries, with unique vulnerabilities like those in the 

Caribbean Community (CARICOM), the conclusion of the Doha 

Round, where development is the heart beat, offers us the courage 

and commitment to pursue the policies of liberalization which are 

essential to our economic stability, growth and development.  

 

In this regard, Trinidad and Tobago and CARICOM view the Doha 

Round as an opportunity to tackle some of the most fundamental 

imbalances in world trade as well as create the conditions necessary 

for sustainable development.  This is why we remain adamant that 

Doha and the way we proceed from this informal meeting, must 

be more than about new deadlines and schedules but also about 
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demonstrating that the development agenda of the Round does 

not lose credibility or its centrality as we move forward.   

 

It is no secret that the global economic crisis and the resultant 

slowdown have negatively impacted on all our economies. This has 

been felt significantly by the Small and Vulnerable Economies of 

CARICOM. Some of the challenges experienced by our Members 

include: falling exports, decreased tourist arrivals, increased 

unemployment, social dislocation and diminished demand for its 

products and services. As a result of our natural resource 

endowments, Trinidad and Tobago has been fortunate to not 

experience the full impact of this slowdown. However, we fully 

appreciate the need to send a powerful signal to the international 

community which will aid in assisting a more sustained and robust 

recovery of the global economy.  I understand that the Mexican 

Delegation spoke most eloquently on this issue yesterday. We also 

need to act in a manner which will assist in building confidence in the 

WTO as a relevant multilateral institution, capable of achieving 

results.  

 

Cognizant of these imperatives, CARICOM view the following issues 

as paramount to a successful outcome of the negotiations:  

1. To reiterate, development must be the heartbeat of the Doha 

process. Priority must be given to the mandate of making 
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special and differential treatment more precise, effective and 

operational. 

  

2. The SVEs proposals which treat with unique economies like 

ours are a prerequisite to our undertaking any commitments in 

the Agriculture and NAMA negotiations. Therefore, we 

believe that working with the December 2008 texts in these 

areas is the most pragmatic way if we are to build 

meaningfully on the delicate understandings reached and 

reflected in those texts. Let me also be very clear, that 

CARICOM attaches paramount importance to agreeing on 

Modalities in these areas before any scheduling of 

commitments, since to do otherwise could impact negatively on 

our progress and unravel some of our hard–fought and hard 

won flexibilities in these areas. 

  

3. There is a need to achieve a meaningful special and differential 

treatment which recognises the legitimacy of our diverse 

interests within the agriculture negotiations to pursue 

agricultural policies that are supportive of our overall 

development. In particular, additional flexibilities in the Special 

Safeguard Mechanism (SSM), Special Products and Sensitive 

Products are required. This will ensure the delivery of adequate 
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food security and livelihood concerns of our farming 

communities. 

  

4. Although Aid for Trade is not part of the Single Undertaking, the 

CARICOM Region see this initiative as a valuable 

complimentary tool to flexibilities sought in other negotiating 

areas. In particular, the Region will require sustained and 

focused Aid for Trade initiatives to increase our productive 

capacity and diversify our export base. 

  

5. While we appreciate the potential value to some members of 

engaging in bilateral and plurilateral discussions that may help 

to clarify and perhaps refine their individual positions, it is the 

view of CARICOM that any and all understandings reached in 

those processes be done in a transparent manner and as an 

adjunct to the formal negotiations. 

  

I wish to state our support to the non-papers presented yesterday by 

the Chair and believe that we should adopt and agree on these ideas 

which should be sent back to Geneva for discussion by the wider 

WTO Membership. We do believe however like other Delegations 

that clear guidance needs to be given to our Senior Officials as to the 

pace at which they should work so as to ensure their efforts are more 
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productive and results-oriented. Our negotiations must now ‘zero-in’ 

on resolving long standing areas of disagreement rather than 

reiterate established positions or generalities. We support the need to 

agree on modalities in NAMA and Agriculture, by the first quarter of 

2010 so that the scheduling exercise could be properly 

conducted.  We also believe that it would be prudent if the work in the 

other areas could simultaneously advance.  

 

In concluding, I wish to reiterate CARICOM’s commitment to 

establishing a fair, equitable and rules-based multilateral trading 

system. I reaffirm my own personal commitment and that of the 

Government of Trinidad and Tobago to work with other WTO 

Members in ensuring a successful outcome of the Doha Round of 

negotiations by 2010.    

 

Thank you. 

 


