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1. On behalf of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), I wish to express our 
appreciation to the host city and the host Government for the excellent 
arrangements for this meeting.  

  

2. We would also like to thank our Vice Ministers for the work they have done 
since we last met in Quito.  We recognize that the negotiations have not 
progressed at the pace which we had envisaged.  

  

3. We have all come to Miami in search of positive results, acknowledging the 
need for flexibility to accommodate the ambitions, capabilities and 
sensitivities of all participating countries.  

  

4. CARICOM remains committed at the highest political level to the FTAA and the 
goal of completing the negotiations by January 2005.  Nonetheless, let us not 



focus narrowly on the need to meet a schedule or deadline.  Our attention 
should focus on securing the objectives which were established by our Heads 
of Governments and States right here in Miami in 1994.   In the end, 
whatever emerges must ensure social and economic development and 
political stability of our countries and sub-regions.  The FTAA must improve 
the standard of living of our peoples; not impoverish them.  

  

5. CARICOM is committed to negotiating a multilateral and comprehensive FTAA 
agreement, building in appropriate flexibilities and asymmetries to 
accommodate the differences in levels of development and size of economies 
in a manner which promotes their development. The agreement must have a 
balance of ambition, accommodating capabilities and need.  

  

6. We recognise the delicate balance which is contained in the draft text before 
us.  

  

7. However, we cannot return to our capitals without a clear understanding of 
what we are about to commit to in the four paragraphs outlined in the Vision 
of the FTAA, and the implications for our economies.  

  

8. We have been urged to treat these paragraphs as a whole. And with that we 
agree. But CARICOM sought the explicit assurance that there is a collective 
understanding among Ministers about the language which is before us, lest it 
be subject to different interpretations at a later date.  

  

9. For good reason, CARICOM was very concerned about the current text on the 
Vision, as we felt that the paragraphs could be interpreted to call into 
question the application of the fundamental principle of differentiated 
treatment for smaller economies.  It is not CARICOM’s intention to upset the 
delicate balance, and it has given us the appropriate comfort level that the 
language contained in Paragraph 8 clearly establishes that the approach 
contained therein is subject to asymmetries to accommodate the treatment of 
smaller economies.   

  

10. We needed the assurance that this is the collective understanding of this 
meeting, and we appreciate the words of the Co-Chairs which affirm that 
understanding.  



  

11. We note the introduction of what is essentially a two-tier approach which 
could lead to plurilateral arrangements.  While we recognize that the details 
of such possible arrangements are to be developed by our Vice Ministers, I 
wish to emphasize that a fundamental principle for CARICOM is that all the 
negotiations - at whatever level - continue to be guided by the need to 
accommodate differences in the levels of development and size of economies.  

  

12. We further regret that we have not been able to resolve a number of technical 
issues in the various Negotiating Groups which would have facilitated 
progress in our negotiations.  We urge our Vice Ministers to ensure that these 
issues are resolved at the next TNC, so that the proposed deadline of 
September 30, 2004 for completing the market access negotiations can be 
realized.  We may need to remain engaged in this particular discussion at the 
Ministerial level.   

  

13. Finally, our peoples in the Caribbean dispatched us to Miami with the 
mandate that on our return our report to them will provide a realizable 
expectation that the future through this hemispheric agreement, will be 
discernibly different from the present.   We did not purchase one-way tickets!  

   

END 

 


