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September 1, 2005 

 

 

 

Ambassador Peter Allgeier    Ambassador Adhemar Bahadian 

FTAA TNC Co-Chair     FTAA TNC Co-Chair 

 

Distinguished Co-Chairs, 

 

On behalf of the fifteen (15) member countries of the Caribbean Community 

(CARICOM), I am calling on you to urgently convene a meeting of the Trade Negotiations 

Committee (TNC) before the IV Summit of the Americas to be held on 4-5 November 2005 in 

Mar del Plata, Argentina, with the intention of reconvening the negotiating process as soon as 

possible.   

 

We propose that the principal purpose of this TNC should be to develop consensus text 

on the FTAA for the Mar del Plata Declaration.  As you are aware, the current version of the 

draft Declaration is silent on the FTAA.   CARICOM strongly believes that a clear signal must 

come from the highest political level in the hemisphere of the continuing commitment to the 

objectives of the FTAA and its successful conclusion.   

 

The FTAA continues to be an important and central element of the Summit process and 

Plan of Action.  We are therefore concerned that without such a signal from our Heads of State 

and Government, it will be very difficult to keep the process alive beyond December 2005.  We 

strongly believe that trade officials should develop specific text on the FTAA for the Declaration 

rather than leave it to others who are not directly involved in the process.   

 

CARICOM is deeply concerned about the protracted impasse in the negotiations, and the 

apparent breakdown of communication between you the TNC Co-Chairs, and between the Co-

Chairs and the TNC in general, over the past several months.  We again call on you Co-Chairs to 

prepare a road map for the resumption and successful conclusion of the negotiations for 

consideration by the TNC, and further recommendation to our Ministers.    
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CARICOM continues to be committed to negotiating an FTAA and has expended 

considerable resources in pursuit of the proposed agreement’s trade and development objectives.  

We remain at your disposal to work together with you to attain this goal.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Ambassador The Hon. Dr Richard Bernal 

DIRECTOR GENERAL 


