
 1

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IINNTTEERRPPRREETTIINNGG  TTHHEE  SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE  OOFF    

TTAARRIIFFFF  LLIIBBEERRAALLIIZZAATTIIOONN    

OOFF  TTHHEE  CCAARRIIFFOORRUUMM  SSTTAATTEESS  

 
 
 
In international trade, the tariff charged for the importation of a good depends on the type of 
good and how it is classified. To prevent disputes arising from confusion about the 
classification of goods and the tariff treatment applied, a transparent and predictable 
harmonized system of classification is used.  This system, known as the Harmonized 
Commodity Description and Coding System (HS), available at http://www.foreign-
trade.com/reference/hscode.htm was developed by the members of the World Customs 
Organization. The classification of the goods used in the Schedule of tariff liberalization of 
the CARIFORUM States is based on the HS system.  If you are unfamiliar with the HS 
System, please refer to Appendix 1 of this document to learn more.   
 
 
MAKING SENSE OF THE EPA CARIFORUM SCHEDULE 

 
When reading the CARIFORUM Schedule of tariffs for the liberalization of trade in goods, 
there are three elements characterizing the Schedule which should be considered. These 
elements are as follows:  
 

1. A product-by-product treatment for imports from the EU, i.e. the reduction of tariffs 
over time is formulated for each individual product. Some products may be 
excluded from liberalization (denoted as ‘Excl’ in the Schedule), which allows a 
country to continue to apply the current tariffs indefinitely. On the other hand,  the 
tariffs of other products will be reduced in phases, whereby the current tariff of each 
of those products will eventually be reduced to zero over a given number of years 
(either immediate duty-free or elimination in phases of  5, 10, 15, 20 and 25 years). 
 

2. For products which will be liberalized, the EPA provides for: 
 

a. A moratorium on reductions wherein no tariff reductions will take place – 
three years from the year of provisional application(2008) for all goods, apart 
from motor vehicles and their parts and gasoline which will enjoy a ten-year 
moratorium.1 

                                                 
1 Gasoline, falling under heading 2710.11, is excluded for Haiti only. 
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b. A ‘harmonized’ rate (listed in bold font) applicable across the region, which 
is reduced over a certain period of time. The harmonized rate is formulated 
on the basis of each CARIFORUM Member State’s Applied rather than Bound 
Tariffs for each product.  Bound tariffs, particularly in the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) context, are those which a country has committed not to 
increase beyond a specific level. Once a tariff has been bound, it can only 
be raised if all affected parties are suitably compensated. On the other hand, 
applied rates are those that are actually applied by the country concerned 
which may be equal to the bound rate but may not exceed the bound rate. 
Countries with applied rates lower than the harmonized rate do not need to 
provide for this higher rate, rather they can begin liberalization when the 
‘harmonized’ rate is equal to their national rate. The EPA Schedule does not 
reflect the national applied rates. However, national rates may be sourced 
from the WTO website at  
http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/tif_e/org6_e.htm  
 

3. Country-specific Exceptions (listed in regular font), whereby certain Member States 
can either immediately reduce tariffs to zero or maintain tariff rates exceeding the 
harmonized rate, although these must also be phased out over a certain period of 
time. The Signatory CARIFORUM States are referred to as follows: ATG = Antigua 
and Barbuda, BHM = The Bahamas, BRB = Barbados, BEL = Belize, DMA = 
Dominica, DOM = Dominican Republic, GRD = Grenada, GUY = Guyana, HAI = Haiti, 
JAM = Jamaica, KNA = Saint Christopher and Nevis, LCA = Saint Lucia, VCT = Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines, SUR = Suriname, TTO = Trinidad and Tobago 

 
In order to ascertain the treatment for product X in country Y, all three of these elements 
must be considered.  
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READING THE SCHEDULE STEP BY STEP 

 
 
 
 
 

Locate the six-digit code for the specific good by accessing the HS online via the 
following URL http://www.foreign-trade.com/reference/hscode.htm or use the table 
of active URL addresses below using the methodology suggested in Appendix 1 of 
this document. This table does not provide the six-digit codes in hardcopy.  

  
Chapters Section 

01-05    Animal & Animal Products 

06-15   Vegetable Products 

16-24   Foodstuffs 

25-27   Mineral Products  

28-38   Chemicals & Allied Industries  

39-40 Plastics / Rubbers  

41-43   Raw Hides, Skins, Leather, & Furs 

44-49   Wood & Wood Products 

50-63   Textiles  

64-67   Footwear / Headgear 

68-71   Stone / Glass  

72-83   Metals  

84-85   Machinery / Electrical 

86-89   Transportation  

90-97 Miscellaneous   

98-99   Service  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

STEP 1 
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Find the six-digit code or tariff heading and the corresponding description in the 
EPA Schedule. If the description does not quite express the characteristic of the 
good, scroll down the column of Descriptions in the schedule to find the one which 
best describes the good. The tariff heading for this good may therefore be 
expressed at the eight digit level indicating that the good has been classified as a 
Subheading in accordance with the CET.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

Look for correct 
description of the 
good under the 
Description column.  

Look for the 
corresponding tariff 
code in the far left 

column. 

 

STEP 2 
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Scroll to right of the row in which the tariff heading is located to find the correlating 
tariff treatment over time. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The tariff treatment is reflected by the rates of duty expressed as percentages to be 
applied against the good over time. The values in the row correspond to particular 
timeframes expressed in columns at the top of the page. These time frames are 
expressed in ascending order in two year intervals starting from the year 2009 and 
ending with the year 2033. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Follow the row to the 
right to find the tariff 
treatment to be applied 
to the good  

The time frames are expressed in 
ascending order in two year 

intervals starting from 2009-2033 

 

STEP 3 

 

 

STEP 4 
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The value in the row must be checked against the corresponding timeframe. 
Therefore, the very first value in the row reflects the duty that will be applied to the 
good from the 1st of January 2009. The second value reflects the duty to be applied 
from the 1st of January 2011 etc. The duties to be applied will gradually decline to 
zero over time. Values expressed as zero (0) mean that the item is duty free upon 
entering CARIFORUM. The bolded term ‘Excl’ is used to express that CARIFORUM 
states have excluded this item from liberalization. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Some CARIFORUM States are allowed to reduce tariffs to zero immediately or may 
choose to maintain higher-than-the-maximum tariffs on specific goods. Such 
allowances are referred to as Exceptions.  Exceptions are noted in regular font and 
are listed in the 1st column on the left of the page.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The good 
under the Tariff 
Heading 
0101.90 

as of January 
1st 2009, is 
subject to a 
40% duty.  

This good will 
be duty free by 

January 2023. 

Exceptions are 
found in this 
column. 

 

STEP 6 

 

 

STEP 5 
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THE BIG PICTURE 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This column specifies 
product description for 
each Heading and 
Subheading  

Liberalization Timeframes: From 1st January 
2009 to 1st January 2033 – up to 25 years to 

liberalize. 

This column 
specifies Tariff 
Heading up to the 
six and eight digit 
levels 

Exceptions: The schedule 
accommodates the listing of exceptions 
whereby with respect to the heading or 
a subheading, specific countries may 
either immediately reduce tariffs to zero 
or maintain higher-than-the-maximum 
tariffs, although these too must be 
phased out over a period of time. 
 
 

Tariff Rates: Read horizontally, the numbers in these 
columns show the rate of duty in percentages to be applied 
to imports under any specific tariff heading over a maximum 
of 25 years. The duty must be reduced to zero over time. 
Items excluded from liberalization are denoted as ‘Excl’. 
Items which are duty-free are designated as ‘0’.  
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LET’S PRACTICE USING THE SCHEDULE 

 
 
Question 1: How will home sewing machines imported from Europe be treated.  
 
Using the HS guide (above), sewing machines fall under the section classified as 
Machinery/Electrical. Under this Section, Chapter 84 deals with the classification of all goods which 
are classed as “Nuclear Reactors, Boilers, Machinery & Mechanical Appliances, Computers.” 
The relevant Heading for sewing machines under this Chapter is 8452 - sewing machines (not 
book-sew), cover etc, needles”. The subheading for home sewing machines is 845210 - Sewing 
Machines of the Household Type.  
 

The six digit code for sewing machines is therefore 845210. This tariff heading is found on page 
763 of the EPA CARIFORUM Schedule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
According to the Schedule, as of the 1st of January 2009, most CARIFORUM states will allow the 
importation of home sewing machines at a duty-free rate. However, Antigua and Barbuda, Belize, 
Barbados, Dominica, Grenada, Suriname, and St. Vincent and the Grenadines have reserved 
exceptions. These states will maintain a maximum duty of 5% but will gradually reduce tariffs to 
zero by 2018.  
 
 

Tariff Heading for 
sewing machines - 

8452.10 

Antigua, Belize, Barbados, Dominica, 
Grenada, Suriname and St. Vincent 

agree to remove tariffs by 2018.  

CARIFORUM States have 
applied duty-free market access 

as of 1st January 2009. 
As of 1st January 2009, Antigua, Belize, 
Barbados, Dominica, Grenada, Suriname and 
St. Vincent will maintain a maximum duty of 5% 
but will reduce gradually reduce tariff to zero. 

 



 9

 

APPENDIX 1 – UNDERSTANDING THE HS SYSTEM 
 
Goods are arranged in a fixed pattern with the tariffs or duty rates specified against each of them. 
To understand the pattern, a good rule to remember is that the tariff is categorized with the most 
highly processed and refined goods last. This means that raw products such as live animals, 
lumber, and agricultural products will be found near the beginning of the tariff schedule while 
electronics, works of art, medical devices, etc. will be found at the end. 
 
Consistent with the pattern, the goods classification is organized by a sequence of detailed 
Headings and Subheadings which are broadly grouped together under Chapters and Sections. In 
the HS, the organization of the classification scheme is represented by six-digit codes.  
 
The first four digits of the code reflect the Section, Chapter and Heading under which the good is 
classified. Each Section (21 Sections) is accorded a broad description and is comprised of a group 
of Chapters numbered 01 through 99 as follows: 
 
  

Chapters Section 

01-05    Animal & Animal Products 

06-15   Vegetable Products 

16-24   Foodstuffs 

25-27   Mineral Products  

28-38   Chemicals & Allied Industries  

39-40 Plastics / Rubbers  

41-43   Raw Hides, Skins, Leather, & Furs 

44-49   Wood & Wood Products 

50-63   Textiles  

64-67   Footwear / Headgear 

68-71   Stone / Glass  

72-83   Metals  

84-85   Machinery / Electrical 

86-89   Transportation  

90-97 Miscellaneous   

98-99   Service  

 
 
Each Chapter is comprised of specific Headings which are numerically designated by the first four 
numbers of the six-digit code. The rest of the code when read with the first four digits reflects the 
Sub-heading under which the good is classified.  
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For example  
 
Using the above table, let’s examine the Section entitled Animal and Animal Products 
which is comprised of Chapters 01 through 05. Chapters 01- 05 are described as follows:  

 
01  LIVE ANIMALS 
 
02  MEAT & EDIBLE MEAT OFFAL 
 
03  FISH & CRUSTACEANS 
 
04  DAIRY, EGGS, HONEY, & ED. PRODUCTS 
 
05  PRODUCTS OF ANIMAL ORIGIN  

 
Under each Chapter, Headings are used to further classify the goods. To illustrate, under 
Chapter 01 – Live Animals, the Headings are indicated as follows:    
 
0101  horses, asses, mules and hinnies, live 
0102  bovine animals, live 
0103  swine, live 
0104  sheep and goats, live 
0105  chickens, ducks, geese, turkeys, and guineas, live 
0106  animals, live, nesoi (i.e not elsewhere specified of indicated). 
 
Under Tariff Heading 0102 – live bovine animals, goods are further enumerated by Sub-
headings as follows:  

 
010210  Purebred breeding animals 

 
Individual countries may not alter the six-digit HS but may extend it to eight or ten digits for 
customs and export purposes. For the schedule of liberalization of goods under the EPA, the 
CARIFORUM Tariff schedule is expressed at the eight digit level. This classification at the eight 
digit level reflects the incorporation of the CARICOM Common External Tariff (CET).  
 
The Common External Tariff of CARICOM is a common system for member states’ custom tariff 
structure and was introduced in January 1991.  It provides a harmonized coding system and a 
consistent tariff rate structure for the importation of goods from outside the CARICOM region.  The 
Tariff Headings for the Dominican Republic are not expressed at the eight digit level because the 
Dominican Republic as a non-CARICOM member of CARIFORUM does not use the CET for the 
composition of its custom tariff structure.  
 
 
 
 
 



 11

Using the previous example, under the CET schedule, the goods under the Tariff Heading 0102 – 
Bovine animals, live are enumerated at the eight-digit level as follows: 
 
 

 
01.02    Live Bovine Animals. 
0102.10.00  Pure-bred breeding animals: 
0102.10.10  Bulls 
0102.10.20  Cows 
0102.90.00  Other: 
0102.90.10  Bulls, for breeding 
0102.90.20  Bulls, for rearing, weighing not more than 270 kg 
0102.90.30  Other, Bulls 
0102.90.40  Cows, for breeding 
0102.90.50  Cows, for rearing, weighing not more than 270 kg 
0102.90.60  Other, cows 

 
 
 
 
 
 


