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CAIC Statement on the CARIFORUM EU Economic  

Partnership Agreement 

The newly initialed Economic Partner-
ship Agreement (EPA) between CARI-
FORUM and the European Union ushers in 
a new era in trade relations between the 
two regions.  
 
 Whilst it was a painstaking process, the 
Caribbean Association of Industry and 
Commerce extends commendation to the 
CARIFORUM Negotiators for not only the 
successful completion of a comprehensive 
EPA which covers services, investment 
and intellectual property but also its efforts 
to seek consultation with the region’s pri-
vate sector and the inclusion of representa-
tives from the sector in preparatory meet-
ings and working groups throughout the 
negotiating process. 
 
The EPA provides duty free access to all 
CARIFORUM products and as such pro-
vides opportunities for the region’s exports 
and also provides development assistance 
to the region to meet the costs of adjust-
ments necessary for implementation. 

The CAIC applauds the recognition in the 
EPA, that the two groups of countries in-
volved differ significantly in size and level of 
development. Asymmetrical commitments 
include complete duty free, quota free access 
for CARIFORUM goods entering the EU 
markets whilst CARIFORUM  will liberalise 
access to  markets for a period as long as 25 
years in the case of some products . 
 
However, the initialing of an agreement is 
not in and of itself necessarily a fait accom-
pli. Our history is replete with examples 
which prove that the signing of a trade 
agreements do not necessarily translate into 
export growth and diversification.   
 
We must now turn to the urgent task of en-
suring that the CARIFORUM’s private sec-
tor is well positioned to seize the opportuni-
ties which lie ahead and that the necessary 
policy measures are implemented and infra-
structure put in place to facilitate export to 
the EU under stated terms and conditions. 
 
Further, we urge the full participation of all 
sectors involved in services, intellectual 
property, and in particular, movement of per-
sons in the performing arts.  This is where we 
think that some of our major opportunities lie 
and we should all be vigilant in ensuring that 
the agreement places these sectors in a favor-
able environment 
 
In closing, we again thank the CRNM for 
their efforts they have made thus far, and 
note our willingness to work towards the 
completion of a full agreement.   

Mr. Nigel John, President, CAIC 



Gains in Market Access 
Objectives Achievements 

Secure effective market access into the European 
Union for new products and expanded access for 
current products  

The EU has offered to remove all remaining tar-
iffs and quotas from 1 January 2008 with the 
exception of rice and sugar (until 2010 and 2015 
respectively). This translates into Duty free and 
quota free access for almost all products into the 27 
markets of the EU.  

Gradual liberalization of import duties to minimize 
the revenue effect and provide sufficient timeframe 
for industry competitiveness.  

Liberalization in CARIFORUM is gradual, taking 
place over many years. Where trade is liberalized at 
once, tariffs for the products are in many cases al-
ready set at 0 percent. CARIFORUM has an over-
all 25 year timeframe for liberalization of 86.9 
percent of EU imports into its market.  

Exclusion from tariff reduction of CARIFORUM’s 
sensitive sectors;  

Achieved with an Exclusion List for 13.1 percent of 
EU imports into CARIFORUM. CARIFORUM 
opted not to liberalize most agricultural prod-
ucts and other important locally produced prod-
ucts.  

Provision of shelter for growing industry from ex-
ternal competition  

Sensitive industrial sectors have been excluded 
and an “infant industry clause” has been agreed 
where CARIFORUM will be allowed to reinstate 
tariffs in the future to protect growing industry and/
or industries.  

In order to provide some solution to the negative 
impact of the inability of CF to use sugar from 
other CARIFORUM States in export of sugar and 
sugar related products until 2015, a new Article 
was inserted into the Rules of Origin Protocol.  

Simplification of Rules of Origin and wider accu-
mulation of inputs to allow producers from 
CARIFORUM to increase their exports to the 
EU  

Favourable concessions on sugar;  CARIFORUM received an additional Tariff Rate 
Quota (TRQ) of 60,000 tonnes - 30,000 for the Do-
minican Republic (which previously was not a 
party to the Sugar Protocol) and 30,000 to be 
shared between CARICOM sugar producing coun-
tries  

Technical assistance towards developing the capac-
ity to export successfully in EU markets.  

Achieved with agreement on the Trade Partnership 
for Sustainable Development (Development Chap-
ter) which includes support for infrastructure and 
the CARICOM Development vision. The Joint 
Declaration on Development Cooperation includes 
a commitment to channel EPA support through the 
CARICOM Development Fund. Joint Declarations 
were agreed to on bananas, sugar allocation and 
traditional agricultural products.  
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ICC extends interactive courses on dispute resolution 

P A G E  3  

In response to a rising demand for amicable dispute 
resolution procedures and a consequent need for guid-
ance, ICC is increasing its number of interactive training 
courses in 2008.  
   
The training courses will take participants through the 
different stages of any amicable dispute resolution pro-
cedure. Each course will cover the initial steps, such as 
the drafting of the ADR clause, the choice of a neutral to 
provide an assessment at the initial stage of the dispute, 
and deciding on the conduct of the proceedings and the 
methods for drafting and enforcing a resulting agree-
ment.   
   
In a sign of the growing attention that the international 
legal community is giving to mediation and other meth-
ods of amicable dispute resolution (ADR), ICC’s first 
ADR training session, held in Paris last April, attracted 
participants from 15 countries.  
   
“This new course is a unique opportunity for partici-
pants to gain insight into the different stages of any ami-
cable dispute resolution procedure. Bringing together 
individuals from widely diverse professional and cul-
tural backgrounds, the training creates an exceptional 
forum for exchanging experience and viewpoints,” said 
Melanie Meilhac, Manager, ICC Dispute Resolution 
Services.  

ADR operates under a set of rules that leaves par-
ties free to choose the technique best suited to the 
circumstances. In addition to learning about me-
diation, the participants in the new interactive 
course will become familiar with other amicable 
methods, such as neutral evaluation and mini-
trial. The choice of procedure is crucial, as it de-
termines what will be expected of the neutral.  
   
After describing the roles of the mediator, parties, 
and lawyers, participants will work in small 
groups on a mock case. Each group will be led by 
a renowned dispute resolution practitioner.   
   
ICC will conduct three training courses this year: 
2-4 April in Singapore, 14-16 April in Paris, and 
16-18 June in New York. The event can be cred-
ited towards vocational training in some coun-
tries.  
   
For more information about the training courses, 
please contact: 
Aisling Mullet 
ICC 
Tel: +33 1 49 53 28 69 
 
(Source: ICC News) 

CARICOM looks at Quality of Life issues 

Secretary-General of the Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) His Excellency Edwin Carrington told 
the 21st Meeting of the Community Council of Minis-
ters that the issues before it required “the most pro-
found consideration in determining the best course of 
action in the interest of improving the quality of life of 
our citizens.”  
 
The Secretary-General cited the issues of cost of liv-
ing, expansion of the categories of skilled nationals 
eligible for free movement within the Community, the 

work of the Caribbean Commission on Youth and 
Development, implementation of the Declaration of 
Port of Spain with respect to Non-communicable 
Diseases and the effects of the Economic Partner-
ship Agreement (EPA) initialed between the Region 
and Europe as matters which are particularly rele-
vant to the people of the Region.  
 
In addressing the one-day meeting which took place 
in Barbados on Friday 8 February the Secretary-
General took the opportunity to convey sincere ap-
preciation to Dame Billie Miller the former Barba-
dos Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, 
for her sterling contribution to the deliberations of 
the Council during her tenure.  
 
Mr. Carrington reminded the Council that as the 
Community’s second highest decision-making body 
with the “primary responsibility for the develop-

C A I C  N E W S L E T T E R  
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CAIC President’s visit to the Government of Trinidad and Tobago 

 Mr. Nigel John, President, Caribbean Association of 
Industry and Commerce visited Trinidad on 21st Janu-
ary 2008.  This visit coincided with his visit to Suri-
name for the inauguration of the CACICOM Competi-
tion Commission which was held on 18th January 2008. 
 
Mr. Nigel John was accompanied by Ms Carol Ayoung, 
CEO, CAIC, Dr Ronald Ramkissoon, Vice President, 
CAIC and Mr. Audley Walker, Treasurer, CAIC.   
 
The team met with the Hon. Prime Minister Patrick 
Manning, the Hon. Minister Mr. Keith Rowley, Minister 
of Trade and Industry and the Hon. Mrs. Paula Gopee-
Scoon, Minister of Foreign Affairs.   
 
The CAIC delegates were well received and discussions 
centered on the activities of the CAIC with particular 
reference to the Caribbean Business Council.  
 

The Hon. Minister Mrs. Paula Gopee-Scoon was 
very cordial and promised to continue to 
strengthen the Ministry’s relationship with the 
CAIC. 
 
The Hon. Minister Keith Rowley took a very di-
rect approach in his interaction and indicated his 
willingness to “get down to business” The subject 
of accommodation was raised, and the CAIC will 
present their requirements for same. 
 
The CAIC team then visited the Canadian High 
Commission.  The Hon. Mr. Strauss, High Com-
missioner apologized for his absence and the team 
met with Mr. Joshua Hodgson.   
 
The visit was also very cordial and he pledged the 
Embassy’s support for the upcoming CARICOM-
Canada Private Sector Forum. 

C A I C  N E W S L E T T E R  
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3rd Annual Private Sector Meeting with CARICOM Ministers of Finance and Ministers of Trade 

The 3rd Annual Private Sector Meeting will be held on 
14th June, 2008 at Sandal Grande, St. Lucia. 
 
The 1st Annual Private Sector Meeting with CARICOM 
Minister of Finance and Ministers of Trade resulted in 
the inauguration of the Caribbean Business Council 
(CBC), as mandated by the CARICOM Heads of Gov-
ernment, to provide a focused point of entry as an inter-
face between public/private Sector and regional institu-
tions.   
 
The 2nd APS Meeting with Ministers of Finance and 
Ministers of Trade was held in partnership with the Gov-
ernment of Trinidad and Tobago on June 9, 2007 at the 
Hilton Trinidad Convention Centre. 
 
The outcomes of this meeting were: 
• Ensure quick agreement on the parameters for the 

ease of travel in the region 
 
• Further discuss the ease of movement for the DR 

Business persons. 
 
• Report on CARCOM/DR Business Council 

 
• Report on the engagement of the FDA’s 

 
• Implement the findings and plans on the PANCAP 

HIV/AIDS Business Coalition 
 
• Urge the implementation of the RDF 

 
• Speed up the dialogue on the strategy for the 

regionalized securities trading. 
 
• Spearhead the SME-ICT activities with the 

CDB and the Commonwealth Secretariat. 
 
• Further present the findings of the UK-

Caribbean Business Forum on Climate 
Change 

 
• Urge further discussions on the Foresighting 

method as it pertains to the CSME Vision in 
terms of the economic dimension 

 
• Facilitate ongoing dialogue on the Caribbean 

Energy Policy and the required regulatory 
Reform. 

 
• Address the recommendations emanating 

from the study entitled: “Caribbean Private 
Sector Organizations and their Trade related 
Services 

• To urgently address the regulatory reforms 
for Improving the Business Environment as 
identified in the World Bank Report entitled 
“Doing Business in the Caribbean.” 

 
• Further Public –Private Partnership in ensur-

ing the export of Professional Services 
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  High Level Roundtable on International Cooperation  
for Sustainable Development in  

Caribbean Small Island Development States 

Small Island developing States (SIDS) in the Car-
ibbean face many challenges in their endeavours 
for sustainable development.   
 
Economies of SIDS are often economically vulner-
able, structurally weak and ecologically fragile.  
Many of the SIDS, including the SIDS in the Car-
ibbean region, are also affected by their limited 
capacity, narrow resource base, need for financial 
resources and high levels of poverty, with the at-
tendant social problems.  
 
The challenges and opportunities of globalization 
and trade liberalization and recent development 
trends, including rising prices of imported fossil 
fuels, volatile exchange rates and the threat of eco-
nomic recession in major global economies have 
served to increase the challenges faced by SIDS in 
their efforts to achieve sustainable development.   
 
Greater national and international investment, eco-
nomic diversification, new business partnerships, 
and greater technical, financial and development 
cooperation is needed to support the sustainable 
development in SIDS.  
 
The Barbados Programme of Action (1994) and 
Mauritius Strategy (2005) provide the blueprint for 
SIDS and the international community to address 
national and regional sustainable development that 
takes into account the economic, social and envi-
ronmental dimensions of the holistic and integrated 
approach to sustainable development.  
 
The Government of Iceland has recently an-
nounced its plans to place increased emphasis on 
development cooperation with SIDS.  Iceland has 
pursued a successful development strategy over the 
past few decades, moving from a circumstance as 
one of the most disadvantaged countries in Europe 
to its present achievement of the highest position 
on the UN Human Development Index, published 
in November 2007.  
 
The High-level Roundtable on International Coop-
eration for Sustainable Development in Caribbean 
Small Island Developing States (SIDS) scheduled 
for 26 March 2008 will engage leading decision 
makers from Governments of the Caribbean SIDS, 
private sectors, international organizations and 
financial institutions.  The event will provide an 

opportunity for information sharing, joint analysis 
of development trends and the identification of tech-
nical and business cooperation potentials of mutual 
interest and the related capacity building needs and 
opportunities.    
 
The High-Level Roundtable and the follow-on 
Business and Investment Forum will be held from 
25th – 27th March, 2008 at the Hilton Hotel, Bar-
bados. It is being organized jointly by the United 
Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
(UNDESA) and the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of 
Iceland, in close cooperation with the Secretariat of 
Caribbean Community (CARICOM).  The event 
will be hosted by Government of Barbados.  
 
Following the High-level dialogue a Business and 
Investment Forum will be organized on 27 March 
2008 to further explore specific opportunities for 
international business and development cooperation.    
 
The success of Iceland’s transition to prosperity was 
achieved largely through the application of modern 
technologies and the sustainable use of natural re-
sources.  
 
Historically dependent on the import of fossil fuels 
Iceland successfully harnessed its renewable energy 
resources, primarily hydroelectric and geothermal 
energy.  Thus, the Business and Investment Forum 
may explore opportunities for mobilizing technical 
and financial resources to enhance the use of renew-
able energy in the Caribbean SIDS.  
 
This activity is expected to lead to: 
• a better understanding of potentials for business 
and technical and financial development coopera-
tion between Iceland and Caribbean SIDS to pro-
mote sustainable development; 
• the launch of one or more international partner-
ship agreements between the Government of Ice-
land, Caribbean SIDS, their regional organizations 
(e.g. CARICOM) and other concerned stakeholders 
and development partners on enhancing collabora-
tion and investment, 
• expert-level and policy-level networking, inter-
national dialogue and capacity building to benefit 
Caribbean SIDS; 
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OECS Supreme Court unveils historic document  

OECS Member Countries celebrated another mile-
stone achievement on Friday 9th February, 2007, 
with the launching of “Eastern Caribbean Su-
preme Court-Model Regional Court” which 
documents the Court’s growth and development 
over the past 40 years.  This is the first ever publica-
tion documenting the history of a regional court.  
 
The book captures the OECS Supreme Court’s 
response to historic events including Anguilla’s 
separation from St Christopher (St. Kitts) and 
Nevis in 1967, the Grenada Revolution in 1979 as 
well as the Dominica protest marches coup also 
in 1979. 
 
“Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court-Model Regional 
Court” is the brain child of Acting ECSC Chief Jus-
tice Sir Brian Alleyne: 
 
“ I am proud to have been associated with this un-
dertaking, and trust that this book will contribute to 
a lasting respect for the rule of law and the funda-
mental human rights and freedoms, the independ-
ence of the judiciary and support for strong institu-
tions of governance characterized by integrity and 
an unwavering commitment to unselfish service to 
the people on  whose behalf institutions of govern-
ance are established. May God’s blessings be with 
this enterprise” 
 
The book also discusses the six confirmed Chief 
Justices from Sir Allen Lewis, QC to the most re-
cent, Sir Dennis Byron and the present Acting Chief 
Justice, Sir Brian Alleyne, SC, KCN.  
 
Additionally, the author gives his perspectives on 
day to day legal issues such as Criminal Law Prac-
tice and Procedure, Human Rights and Public Law. 
 
 “Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court-Model Re-
gional Court” is described as a collector’s item for 
persons in the legal profession, journalists, histori-
ans, archivists, information officers, public servants 
as well as the general public. 
 
The book, decked with the design of the OECS 
Flag, a photo of leading members of the OECS Ju-
diciary, and the ECSC’s 40th Anniversary logo, 

should appeal to the OECS man and woman as 
a home-made publication. 
 
Reacting to the launch of “Eastern Caribbean 
Supreme Court-Model Regional Court”, Presi-
dent of the OECS Bar Association Nicole Syl-
vester expressed elation for the compilation of 
such a precious document:  
 
“What  is remarkable about it all is that the 
book details our past, it is also a chronicle of 
some of our very important cases so that those 
of us who use the services of the court, have a 
document that gives us an understanding of 
our history and challenges us to think of the 
future of the court.  I highly recommend the 
book. It is concise, clear and easy reading.”  
 
The publication was launched in Castries, St. 
Lucia, where the Eastern Caribbean Supreme 
Court is headquartered; and was penned by 
one of the leading constitutional lawyers in the 
OECS and former Attorney General of Gre-
nada, Dr. Francis Alexis.  Professor Velma 
Newton, Librarian, Faculty of Law, UWI, 
Barbados, edited this writer’s collection piece. 
The Canadian International Development 
Agency CIDA has contributed approximately 
50 thousand Canadian Dollars towards this 
historic publication. 
 
 
(Source: OECS News) 
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1st Annual Caribbean Tourism Summit 

Representatives of regional furniture and decora-
tive complementary items sectors from all over the 
Caribbean region will meet in the Dominican Re-
public on March 10 - 12, 2008 to establish busi-
ness linkages with European enterprises in these 
sectors. This meeting will be held at the Hotel Do-
minican Fiesta, Santo Domingo, Dominican Re-
public. 
 
Five Caribbean partners; Caribbean Export, Belize 
Trade and Investment Development Service 
(BELTRAIDE), Guyana Office for Investment 
(GOINVEST), Jamaica Manufacturers Association 
(JMA), Confederacion Dominicana de la Pequena 
y Mediana Empresa Inc (CODOPYME), and four 
European partners; Italian Giftware Association, 
Chamber of Kavala, Greece, INTERCO Aquitaine, 

France, La Union de Exportadores de Muebles y 
Afines del Centro de Espana, Spain are collabo-
rating in this venture. 
 
As of today, a number of Caribbean and Euro-
pean firms have been pre-registered and con-
firmed to participate in this important Partnership 
Meeting. Don't miss this unique opportunity of 
increasing your business potential through strate-
gic alliances.  
 
For further information, please contact Caribbean 
Export's officials: 
Sam Kruiner   
E-mail: skruiner@carib-export.com    
OR 
Romily Thevenin  
E-mail: romily@codetel.net.do 
 
Source: (Caribbean Export) 

ACTS will take place at the International Trade 
Center at the Ronald Reagan Building in down-
town Washington, DC from June 21-25, 2008. 
ACTS has been created by leaders of Caribbean 
Governments and the Caribbean Hotel and tour-
ism industry and will consist of several functions 
including a groundbreaking high level Confer-
ence focusing on Investment and Marketing, an 
Awards Gala Dinner & Ball and an Exhibition. 
This historic event is scheduled to coincide with 
Caribbean American Heritage Month and will 
include events for the Caribbean Diaspora. 
 
Caribbean tourism industry leaders will be mov-
ing their activities to Washington DC with the 
objective of transforming them into a program 
that is larger and more meaningful to the entire 
Caribbean. All events will create tremendous pro-

motional opportunities for companies currently 
investing in the Caribbean as well as those or-
ganizations interested in marketing their services 
in the Caribbean and helping to promote the Car-
ibbean to the U.S. market. 
 
Over 1,000 leaders from more than 32 Caribbean 
countries as well as U.S. Government officials 
and the Tourism and Investment communities are 
expected.  Based on the level of interest in this 
event so far, it is anticipated that all events will be 
sold out. Sponsorship opportunities, at different 
levels, are available as is limited exhibit space for 
select organizations. 
 
The Caribbean Tourism Development Company, 
formed by the Caribbean Tourism Organization 
and the Caribbean Hotel Association, has created 
several organizing Committees to collaborate on 
this special event.  
 
(Source: Caribbean Hotel Association) 
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The Caribbean Association of Industry and Commerce (CAIC) 
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Trinidad & Tobago 
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ment of Community strategic planning and coordination” 
across the key areas of Community activity” it had a “major, 
indeed a determining influence on the development of our 
entire Community.”  
 
“Indeed, it can be said that without a well-functioning Com-
munity Council there can be no well-functioning Commu-
nity,” the Secretary-General added.  
 
The Honourable Christopher Sinckler Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Foreign Trade and International Business of Barba-
dos at his first meeting of the Council assured members that 
the new Government of Barbados was committed to “full 
and productive engagement” with the Community to 
“continue this dynamic regional integration project.”  
 
Mr. Sinckler said as CARICOM moved towards the further 
consolidation of the Single Market, and ultimately a single 
economy, there were “strong indications that we have yet 
fully to realise the scope of the opportunity before us, even in 
the face of inherent challenges.”  
 
In pointing to the important matter of functional cooperation, 
the Minister said that anaemic intra-regional trade flows had 

shown that the strength of the community lay not singularly 
in economic and trade policy, but that there was a “strong 
case to be made for the development of the non-tradeables.”  
 
“We must work assiduously towards the full development 
of the functional cooperation mandate in the Region. We 
must approach this project, with visionary foresight, and 
with the passion for regional cooperation that energised the 
crafters of the early integration movement,” he added.  
 
Mr. Sinckler said that future generations in having an op-
portunity to reflect on the Region, should be able to look 
“on us, as visionaries, who added important layers to the 
institutional scaffolding that will support a prosperous and 
‘extraordinary’ regional union - a unified Caribbean Com-
munity based on the principles of strong economic growth, 
innovation, balanced trade, social and human growth and 
full, holistic development.  
 
We have made admirable strides, but there is still a long and 
difficult road ahead. We must be prepared to stay the 
course,” the Minister concluded.  
 
(Source: CARICOM Secretariat) 
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