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On Tuesday 12 January 2010, our 

CARICOM Member Haiti was struck 

by an earthquake of a magnitude 

7.0, resulting in a level of 

devastation that caught the world’s 

attention. Although small in 

numbers and size, CARICOM is part 

of the relief efforts and joins in 

reconstructing its Member following 

the loss of life and devastation in 

Haiti and in particular, the capital, 

Port-au-Prince.  Relief efforts 

started from Jamaica, as the Sub-

Regional focal point for the 

Caribbean Disaster and Emergency 

Management Agency (CDEMA).  

The Chambers joins the Community 

Haiti, a Member of our Community 

Security as the Fourth Pillar: Implications for CARICOM 
 

 

The 18th Intersessional Meeting 

of the Conference of Heads of 

Government St. Vincent and the 

Grenadines 12-14 February, 

2007, endorsed the decision of 

the Fourth Special Meeting of the 

Bureau that, in the further 

review of the Revised Treaty, 

Security should be recognised as 

the fourth pillar of the 

Community, given its ever-

increasing importance to the 

Community and its crosscutting 

and fundamental nature. 

That it is crosscutting and 

fundamental cannot seriously be 

in issue as social and economic 

developments require a stable 

and secure environment in which 

  

in expressing its support for Haiti 

and its people in this time of 

recovery and rebuilding. This 

catastrophic event has highlighted 

the need for CARICOM to continue 

along its path to cooperation in the 

fields of security and emergency 

management. In this issue, we have 

chosen to bring to the fore the 

developments in the Community in 

security and law enforcement – the 

successes to date, and the road still 

ahead. As always, we hope we can 

inform and enlighten. 

 

  to flourish. The connection 

between development and 

security has been acknowledged 

on several levels, two of which 

are the Bridgetown Declaration 
of Principles arising from the 

Caribbean/United States Summit 

(1997), and the World Bank 2007 
Report on Crime, Violence, and 
Development: Trends, Costs, and 
Policy Options in the Caribbean. 
The relationship is sometimes 

mutually re-enforcing as socio-

economic development can also 

positively affect security. 

Security therefore joins 

Economic Integration, Foreign 

Policy Co-ordination and Human 

and Social Development, the 

other three pillars of the 

Community.     

Laying the groundwork for the 

formal recognition of Security as 

the Fourth Pillar, at the Twenty-

Sixth Meeting of the Conference 

of Heads of Government of the 

Caribbean Community held in 

Saint Lucia 5 - 7 July 2005, The 

Conference approved a 

Management Structure for the 

Crime and Security Agenda, to 

include the following elements: 

(i) Council of Ministers with 

responsibility for National 

Security and Law 

Enforcement (CONSLE);  

(ii) Sub-Committee of Ministers  
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CARICOM Supply Tent in Haiti 

Edwin Carrington, CARICOM Secretary-General 
with President René Préval, and Hon. P. J. 

Patterson, in Haiti 
(photos courtesy Amb. Colin Granderson) 

 



  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

responsible for National Security and Law 

Enforcement to focus specifically on resource 

mobilisation, implementation and other urgent 
matters;  

(iv) Security Policy Advisory Committee (SEPAC), 

comprising Permanent Secretaries, Advisors, or 

other Senior Policy Officials and Chairpersons of 

the Standing Committees of CARICOM Heads of 

Operational Entities;  

(v) an Implementation Agency for Crime and 

Security (IMPACS) reporting directly to the 

Committee of Ministers (more on IMPACS on page 
7);  

(vi) a Coordinating Information Management 

Authority (CIMA) to advise on appropriate 

systems and technologies to be utilised in the 

Regional Intelligence and Information Sharing 

System and to continue to monitor developments 
to ensure efficiency and effectiveness;  

(vii) a Standing Committees of Operational 

Heads, which will provide technical advice to the 
policy and political levels as follows: 

(a) Commissioners of Police; 

(b) Chiefs of Immigration;  

(c)  Chiefs of the Military;  

(d) Comptrollers of Customs; and 

(e)  Heads of Intelligence and Financial Crimes. 

(viii) a strengthened CARICOM Secretariat as it 

relates to Crime and Security. 

The recognition of the critical importance of security 

to regional development, the establishment of a 

Framework to guide the security agenda, and the 

work of IMPACS and other regional security agencies, 

will however only have the desired effects if measures 

are put in place to safeguard the long term 

sustainability of the effort.  

Ideas on the Way Forward 

Inclusion of a new chapter on Security within 
the Revised Treaty  

• a separate chapter on Security may be the best 

way to ensure security receives the prominence it 

requires given its fundamental and cross cutting 

nature.  

Strengthening the CARICOM Secretariat as it 
relates to Crime and Security 

• Despite the challenging economic times serious 

consideration needs to be given to fulfilling this 

mandate. Appropriate investment in reducing 

crime and enhancing security will pay rich 

dividends in terms of increased social stability, 

reduction in transnational organised crime, 

Security as the Fourth Pillar (continued) 
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increased investor confidence and a burnished 

tourism product. 

• One way in which the Secretariat could be 

strengthened is the creation of a Directorate 

dedicated to crime and security to oversee 

development of this important area of the 

community. However, whatever form the 

strengthening takes, CARICOM Members are 

encouraged to give this priority. 

Increasing synergy between the various 
stakeholders in the regional crime and security 
agenda — CONSLE, CARICOM Secretariat, 

IMPACS and CARICOM Members 

• The security structures in the region are all still 

relatively new and developing. A coordinated 

effort to continually increase co-operation, co-

ordination and information sharing to ensure that 

policy decisions move swiftly through to adequate 

implementation in CARICOM Members, should be 

an ongoing endeavour. The current review of the 

operation of the management framework 

commissioned by CONSLE, should inform the way 

this process may best proceed. 

Ensuring the primacy of regional priorities even 
when partnering with Third States and extra 
regional Agencies 

• Greater effort needs to be invested in seeking to 

agree mutual rather than one-sided priorities with 

Third States. Experience has shown shared 

priorities better serve the interests of both the 

supporting State or Agency and the CARICOM 

region.  

Public education to emphasize that crime and 

violence and by extension the wider concept of 

security are development issues 

• The importance of public education to highlight 

the relationships between crime, security and 

development cannot be overstated. Civil Society 

and the general public in CARICOM Members need 

to be regularly sensitised to the need for each 

person to play his or her part in helping to keep 

communities safe and welcoming.  

• Community policing and other such initiatives 

which promote local ownership of anti- crime and 

security initiatives, should not be underestimated 

in their ability to filter upwards and positively 

affect the regions ability to combat the 

intransigent problems particularly of drugs and 

firearms trafficking and overall increasing crime 

and violence. 
David M.A. Fraser 

Senior Legal Officer and  
Head, Security and Crime Section 

  



  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Towards a New Security Paradigm in the Caribbean 

The term “security” is a buzz word in international 

politics and law.  In a narrow sense, it refers mainly 

to law enforcement efforts to prevent the breakdown 

of law and order due to intense crime and violence.  

In a broad sense it includes alleviation of poverty; 

control of infectious diseases; prevention of 

environmental degradation; restriction on the spread 

of chemical, nuclear and biological weapons; 

deterrence of terrorism and transnational organised 

crime, as well as disaster management. 

The narrow approach was echoed by Prime Minister 

the Hon. Baldwin Spencer of Antigua and Barbuda, in 

addressing the Opening Ceremony of the 29th 

Meeting of the Conference of CARICOM Heads of 

Government on 1 July 2008, where he asserted that 

the wave of violent crime across the Region had 

threatened Member States’ ability to secure their 

citizens.  This was a threat he said that could only be 

dealt with effectively by regional action.  

"All our other efforts at economic development 

will succeed or flounder depending on how well we 

deal with the crime and security threats in our 

Region ... I am persuaded that CARICOM needs to 

address the crime and security issues frontally as 
one, and devise bold and innovative solutions."  

He further stated that while initiatives such as the 

CARICOM Maritime and Airspace Security Cooperation 

Agreement and the CARICOM Arrest Warrant Treaty 

were innovative and effective tools to deal with the 

threat of crime and security more had to be done. As 

a result, he urged Member States to unite and act in 

the interest of the Region’s people.  He said in a 
broad sense,  

 “No country, big or small, has the capacity to 

solve problems such as drug-trafficking, climate 

change or escalating food prices on its own. We 

must act as one in the interest of the people of 
this Region.”  

Today’s threats recognise no national boundaries, are 

inter-connected and must be addressed at the global, 

regional as well as national levels.  No State, no 

matter how powerful, can by its own efforts singularly 

make itself invulnerable to today’s threats.  Some of 

these threats are unseen enemies. Therefore, the 

primary challenge for CARICOM Members is to ensure 

that all threats that are distant do not become 

imminent and those that are imminent do not actually 

become destructive.  This requires a framework of 

preventive and precautionary action which addresses 

all the threats which resonate in the region.  Most of 

all it requires commitment and leadership at the 

domestic and regional levels to act early, decisively 

and collectively against all threats whether they be 

H1N1 or terrorism – before they have their most 
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devastating effects. 

The multi-faceted broad based nature of security has 

long been recognised. For example in the Treaty 

Establishing the Regional Security System its 
purposes are to: 

“promote co-operation among the Member States 

in the prevention and interdiction of traffic in 

illegal narcotic drugs, in national emergencies, 

search and rescue, immigration control, fisheries 

protection, customs and excise control maritime 

policing duties, natural and other disasters, 

pollution control, combating threats to national 

security, the prevention of smuggling, and in the 

protection of off-shore installations and exclusive 
economic zones.” 

Similarly the CARICOM Regional Task Force on 

Crime and Security in defining Security and Crime 
in its 2002 Report highlighted that  

“…traditional concepts and approaches must be 

expanded to address new and non-traditional 

threats, which include political, economic, social 
health and environmental aspects.”  

The Report goes on to note, 

“…that this approach was endorsed in the 

Declaration of Bridgetown on the multidimensional 
approach to Hemispheric Security.” 

The Management Framework approved by the 

Conference of Heads of Government in July 2005 to 

guide the regional crime and security agenda has 

been outlined in the first article in this newsletter.  

The 2007 Cricket World Cup provided the first major 

test for this Framework. Subsequently the hosting of 

the Fifth Summit of the Americas and the 

Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting, both 

in Trinidad and Tobago in 2009, have shown that the 

law enforcement aspect of the Framework has been a 

success.  

A broader test is however now being provided by the 

recent devastating earthquake in Haiti. 

The challenge of maintaining law and order 

coterminously with managing disaster relief and 

rebuilding efforts, given the large scale of devastation 

and human suffering, are monumental tasks.  

Migration may well become another challenge both 

regionally and internationally as people try to leave 

the country to escape dire realities. 

At the 5th Meeting of Senior Officials of the Legal 

Affairs Committee (SOLAC) dealing with security, 

held in Trinidad and Tobago November 2009, the 

need for the Framework to make provisions for 

challenges such as those later created by the disaster  
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in Haiti was addressed. Whilst it dealt with 

“traditional” security issues such as border control 

and concerns about the administration of justice, the 

Meeting also highlighted the link between security and 

development and clearly embraced the fact that 

disaster and emergency management were facets of 

security — leading to a recommendation that a 

Protocol to the Treaty on Security Assistance be 

considered, to facilitate more comprehensive 

treatment of wider security needs. 

The deliberations of the 5
th
 SOLAC were therefore 

timely. The disaster in Haiti just two months later has 
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Foreign Direct Investment and the New International 

Economic Order.   

Mr. Stuart, Q.C., M.P. is also the holder of a Legal 

Education Certificate from Hugh Wooding Law School 

and was admitted to the Bar in October 1984. He 

practised as a defence attorney until his 

appointment to the Office of the Attorney General on 

16
th
 January, 2008. He was elevated to the status 

and dignity of Queen’s Counsel in September 2008. 

Mr. Stuart is single and has one daughter. 

Arlene Frank, Secretary  
Office of the General Counsel 

(photo courtesy Hon. Attorney General) 
 

Attorney-General Profile 

 

Cave Hill Campus where he gained a B.A. (Hons.) in 

Political Science and History, an LL.B (Hons.) and later 

an LL.M. in Public International Law, specialising in the 

Law of the Sea and International Law as it relates to  

Towards a New Security Paradigm in the Caribbean (continued) 

 

The Hon. Freundel Stuart, QC, 

MP became a Member of 

Parliament for the constituency 

of St. Michael South in January, 

2008 and is now the Deputy 

Prime Minister, Attorney General 

and Minister of Home Affairs, 
Barbados.  

Mr. Stuart attended the 

University of the West Indies, 
 

Law Revision is a literary exercise which involves the 

pruning off of superfluities and the rejection of clearly 

inconsistent and outdated enactments in legislation.  

The exercise brings a piece of legislation up to date 

without changing its intent. It presents the current 

status of the laws in force in a country at any given 

time. It is therefore, an indispensable legislative 

process in any given democratic jurisdiction. 

CARICOM Secretariat Legal Services, through a 

consultancy provided by the Commonwealth 

Secretariat/Commonwealth Fund for Technical 

Cooperation, with assistance from the 9
th
 EDF 

Caribbean Integration Support Programme (CISP), 

has assisted Belize and Grenada with law revision 

services and discussions are underway with the 

Government of Guyana for the provision of similar 

services. 

The law revision exercise commenced in Belize with a 

pilot project in February 2009 under which all of 

Belize’s primary and subsidiary legislation related to 

the CARICOM Single Market and Economy (CSME) 

were revised — a total of 11 pieces of primary 

legislation and 6 subsidiary laws.  

After the completion of the pilot project a general 

revision of the substantive laws was undertaken. To 

date 56 chapters have been reviewed. 

In the case of Grenada a General Index of their laws 

was prepared following which the services of Lexis 

Nexis were engaged to revise the laws under the 

supervision of the Law Revision Consultant in the 

Office of the General Counsel. The first batch of 

revised laws has been submitted by Lexis Nexis for 

verification and endorsement. 

The Government of Guyana has signalled its intention 

to revise the Laws of Guyana from 1977                                               

to 2006. Discussions are underway with the Office of 

the General Counsel concerning possible supervision 

by the Law Revision Consultant of the revision 

exercise which may be contracted to external 

consultants.  

Justice Abdullahi Zuru 
CFTC Law Revision Consultant 

 

poignantly demonstrated that it is critical to have a 

broad overarching view of security. This broad view of 

the security links for example to development, 

disaster management and environmental protection, 

highlights the need for multi-faceted, multi-layered 

and cross-disciplinary systems and structures, within 

which the narrower law enforcement based security 

construct can exist, operate and provide essential 

support. The broad and narrow views of security are 

therefore both necessary and mutually re-enforcing. 

Merlene Moody 
Legal Officer, Security and Crime Section 

 

Law Revision: An Update  



  

 

Sample of the CARICOM Travel Card 
(CARIPASS), designed for easy, efficient and 

secure travel across CARICOM borders. Read 
more about this initiative on page 6. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The deportation of criminal offenders who are legal 

residents from Caribbean countries and now living 

and working in the USA, UK and Canada is an 

important regional issue, as it poses a serious threat 

to national security of all Caribbean countries. 

The landmark study undertaken by Drs. Annmarie 

Barnes, PhD, and Randy Seepersad, PhD, titled 

“Beyond Boundaries” published by the CARICOM 

Implementation Agency for Crime and Security 

(IMPACS), 2008, graphically demonstrates the need 

to regulate the deportation of criminals with a view to 

minimizing its impact on CARICOM Members.  It is an 

excellent study on criminal deportation to countries 

such as Antigua and Barbuda, Guyana, Jamaica, and 

Trinidad and Tobago, as it provides deportation data, 

criminal data, social impacts, and interviews with 

deportees and deportation trends.   

It also sets out the legislative policies of these 

countries by reference to the Criminal Deportation 

and the Illegal Immigrant Reform and Immigrant 

Responsibility Act 1996 (USA), Criminal Deportation 

(Amendment) 1996 (Canada) and Immigration Act 

1971 (UK).  In the UK Act, there is specific provision 

to ensure that the deportation of an entire family unit 

must be undertaken in accordance with Article 8 of 

the European Convention on Human Rights, which 

guarantees the right to private and family life.  The 

recommendations made by this study were further 

expanded by the Caribbean diplomatic missions in 

Washington DC, USA.   

CARICOM has prepared a draft multilateral 

Memorandum of Understanding on Procedures 

Relating to Deportation of Criminal Offenders (MOU), 

as a negotiating text, to develop arrangements with 

major deporting countries to regulate such criminal 

deportation, in a manner that minimizes its impact on 

Caribbean societies.  The draft MOU addresses – 

• general principles on deportation; 

• undertakings of the sending and receiving 
countries; 

• wrongful deportation; 

• undertakings with regard to confidential 
information; 

• deportation quotas; 

• financial matters; 

• rehabilitation of criminal offenders; 

• review of the memorandum; 

• dispute settlement; and  

• amendment, withdrawal, savings and transitional 
clauses. 

Deportation of Criminal Offenders - 

Managing the Tide 
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A draft Bill has also been prepared titled Deportees 

(Special Provisions) Act 2010, which could be enacted 

as an amendment to crime prevention legislation or 

as a separate Act in CARICOM Members where no 

such legislative provision exists to allow for the 

supervision of criminal deportees. The draft Bill 

includes the following provisions: 

• supervision orders for deportees and persons who 

elect to return to the State in lieu of a deportation 
order from a foreign State; 

• conditions/restrictions applicable to deportees 

and persons who elect to return to the State in 
lieu of a deportation order; 

• reporting requirements for deportees and persons 

who elect to return to the State in lieu of a 

deportation order as part of police surveillance 
under a supervision order; 

• the offences of contravening the provisions of a 
supervision order and associated penalties; and 

• regulation making powers of the Minister 
responsible for national security. 

 

It is likely that the tide of criminal deportation to 

CARICOM countries will remain high or even increase 

in the future, unless effective action is taken as 

recommended by the aforementioned study, to ebb 

its flow through multilateral diplomatic intervention.   

Dayantha L. Mendis 
CFTC Drafting Consultant 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 



  

  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

”CARIPASS” is the proposed regional travel card 

that will facilitate easy and efficient travel across the 

international borders of participating countries, while 

ensuring the security of their borders. The proposed 

CARICOM Travel Card (CARIPASS) Treaty, will give 

effect to this cutting edge regional arrangement, 

which builds on the special visa issuance platform that 

was developed for use in Cricket World Cup 2007. The 

CARIPASS will further enhance the development of a 

permanent single domestic space that will promote 

the operation of the CARICOM Single Market.  

The Treaty defines the “CARIPASS System” as the 

interlocking mechanisms at the regional and national 

levels which facilitate the issue of the CARIPASS and 

the movement and processing of CARIPASS holders at 

the ports of entry within the Contracting Parties to 

facilitate speedier and more efficient travel across the 

international borders of Contracting Parties. Simply 

put, the CARIPASS System is the framework both at 

the national and regional levels within which the 

CARIPASS will be used by eligible persons to move 

efficiently through automated immigration 

checkpoints located at various ports of entry 

throughout the region. 

The development and management of the CARIPASS 

System will take place on both national and regional 

levels. On the national level the issue of CARIPASS 

will be handled by a National Coordinating Unit 

(NCU) comprising the Heads or their designates of 

Immigration, Customs and the Police, and a National 

Coordinator. Other relevant security officials may be 

included as necessary. 

Security will be be achieved by the qualifying 

requirements for a CARIPASS. The applicant must be 

aged 16 and above and either a CARICOM national or 

a non-CARICOM national, who has legal resident 

status in at least one of the participating countries, 

and who does not require a visa to enter any of the 

participating countries. Additionally, the applicant will 

be required to participate in an interview during which 

necessary biometric data (fingerprints and 

photographs and possibly retinal scans) and other 

personal data will be acquired.   

The System will work by means of automated 

electronic immigration clearances at designated ports 

of entry in each participating country, through the use 

of automated gates or handheld scanners, that will 

utilise swipe card technology and process CARIPASS 

holders based on whether or not appropriate 

biometric matches of fingerprints or facial recognition 

occurs. A CARIPASS user cleared for entry would 

receive a printout from the automated gate or 

scanner, indicating the date of admission and the 

automatic length of stay granted. 

CARIPASS: Easy, Efficient, Secure. 
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At the regional level the CARICOM Implementation 

Agency for Crime and Security (IMPACS), and its 

sub-agencies, the Joint Regional Communications 

Centre (JRCC) and the Regional Intelligence 

Fusion Centre (RIFC), is the Executing Agency 

responsible for the development and management of 

the CARIPASS System.  The Executing Agency will 

develop and maintain a central database of all 

CARIPASS and their supporting documentation.  

To ensure adequate data protection, the CARIPASS 

Treaty provides that legal, administrative, and 

organisational measures must be put in place by 

participating countries and by IMPACS to protect the 

personal information that will be stored and used by 

the CARIPASS System. 

Because the CARIPASS is automated it will be 

possible for the Executing Agency to deactivate the 

card in instances where, through change of 

circumstances, the individual is no longer eligible to 

hold a CARIPASS, or where there is a threat of a 

security breach, (such as evidence to suggest that 

attempts are being made to duplicate the CARIPASS), 

without the card having to be in the possession of 

either the Executing Agency or the NCU.  

The CARIPASS System will be linked to existing 

border management systems such as the Advance 

Passenger and Cargo Information Systems (APIS and 

ACIS respectively) that will screen applicants for 

CARIPASS and persons utilising CARIPASS when they 

travel, against Regional and International Watchlists 

that contain names of individuals of interest to the 

law enforcement and intelligence communities. This 

will allow the movements of such persons to be 

restricted or monitored as security needs dictate. 

Each CARIPASS will be valid for either one year or 

three years. This built-in redundancy contributes to 

security as the necessary data will have to be 

resubmitted thereby periodically verifying the 

eligibility of CARIPASS holders. 

Traditional security measures will continue to be 

employed as Embarcation/Disembarcation Cards will 

still be used at immigration checkpoints and 

Immigration and Customs officials may perform 

secondary checks on CARIPASS travellers where 

deemed necessary. 

With the joint effort of regional and national 

authorities CARIPASS and the CARIPASS System has 

a very strong likelihood of success in achieving its 

twin aims of facilitating easy and efficient travel for 

CARIPASS holders, while maintaining security of 

international ports of entry of participating countries 

throughout the region.  

 Melanie Ffrench, Assistant Parliamentary Counsel, Jamaica 
2009 Participant in CARICOM/COMSEC Legislative Drafting/Law Reform Mentorship Programme 

 



  

CARICOM Implementation Agency 

for Crime and Security (IMPACS) 
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From Our Bookshelf 

The book deals with a sometimes neglected branch of 

law and examines the legal issues relating to Foreign 

Affairs in English Courts. The thrust of the book is to 

uncover the legal relationship between the Executive, 

which is responsible for foreign affairs and the 

Judiciary which is responsible to ensure “legality” in 

the conduct of foreign relations. 

It deals in some detail with the effects of the 

executive’s prerogative in foreign affairs, the extent 

to which aspects of foreign relations may properly be 

excluded from examination by judges, the effect of 

certification, and public policy.  

The author is very thorough and highlights the 

development of legal principles and rules 

chronologically. Further whatever the area under 

discussion, the author always provides the nexus 

between the relationship of the executive and 

judiciary in matters involving foreign relations, the 

fundamental theme of the publication.  

Although this book was published in 1986, it is still 

quite valuable. I would recommend it for general 

reading as well as for research purposes not only 

because it deals with a neglected area of the law but 

also because it is well written, very analytical and can 

be understood by a layperson. 
Deborah Barrow, Researcher 

  

 

Spotlight on an Institution 

The Caribbean Community Implementation Agency 

for Crime and Security (IMPACS) was formally 

established by an Intergovernmental Agreement 

concluded at the Twenty Seventh Meeting of the 

Conference of the Heads of Government of CARICOM 

in July 2006.  

It is an Institution of CARICOM pursuant to Article 21 

of the Revised Treaty and currently serves as the 

nerve centre of the regional security framework 

enabling coordination in the implementation of the 

regional crime and security agenda. The Institution 

reports directly to the Council for National Security 

and Law Enforcement (CONSLE), which is an Organ of 

the Community responsible for determining CARICOM 

policy on security and for promoting with Ministers 

responsible for Legal Affairs and Attorneys General, 

efficient national justice systems. 

IMPACS has two sub agencies the Joint Regional 

Communications Centre (JRCC) and the Regional 

Intelligence Fusion Centre (RIFC). They were initially 

formed for the purpose of giving support to the 

Regional Security Strategy for ICC Cricket World Cup 

in 2007. They were however retained and granted 

permanent status pursuant to the February 2007 

decision of the Eighteenth Inter-Sessional Meeting of 

Heads of Government held in St. Vincent and the 

Grenadines. 

1. The JRCC is entrusted with the responsibility of 

pre screening passengers from both air and sea 

vessels against Regional and International watch-

lists utilizing Advance Passenger Information. It 

also processes other security information. 

2. The RIFC provides intelligence support to key 

regional and national stakeholders in an effort to 

detect, prevent, and monitor crime in the region. 

IMPACS is charged with the responsibility of 

collaborating and coordinating with regional and 

international crime prevention and control agencies to 

determine trends, methodologies and strategies for 

crime prevention and enhancing security for the 

community. It also mobilises resources and 

negotiates technical assistance in support of regional 

projects relating to crime and security.  

To date IMPACS has coordinated and undertaken a 

number of initiatives including enhanced intelligence 

and information sharing, tracking of persons of 

interest through the Advance Passenger Information 

System (APIS), chairing the working group on 
deportation, development of a comprehensive  

Foreign Affairs in English Courts, 

Oxford 1986. 

F. A Mann was an Honorary Professor 

of Law at the University of Bonn and 

Solicitor of the Supreme Court.  

I came across this text while 

undertaking research on diplomatic 

immunity and found it most 

interesting and relevant for those who 

work at international organisations. 

regional security plan, as well as continual regional 

assessment. Currently two of the major projects 

underway are the development of CARIPASS (a 

proposed secure regional travel card to facilitate 

hassle free immigration clearance), and the Regional 

Integrated Ballistic Information Network 

(RIBIN) that will use specialised computer technology 

to enhance the identification of bullets, spent shells 

and firearms, and facilitate regional and international  

tracking of illegal firearms.  

More information on IMPACS may be obtained at 

www.caricomimpacs.org 
Orleen Bobb 

2009 In Service Trainee, Hugh Wooding Law School 
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Disclaimer 

The information provided in this newsletter is for informational purposes only.  All information is of a general 

nature and does not apply to any specific or particular set of circumstances or facts and should therefore not be 

regarded as the complete and authoritative source of legal information.  Although we endeavour to provide 

accurate information, we do not guarantee that at the time of publication that this is in fact so or that it 

continues to be accurate.  CARICOM Secretariat cannot take any responsibility for the consequences of errors or 

omissions in the content of this newsletter.  Readers are asked to seek professional advice before acting on 

anything contained in this newsletter. Usage of any trademarks or brand names or other intellectual property 

are used purely for editorial and non-commercial purposes and it is not the intention of the CARICOM Secretariat 

to infringe upon any marks or intellectual property rights. 

 

Copyright Notice 

The copyright in this newsletter, including without limitation (unless otherwise stated) the text, 

computer code, artwork, photographs, images, and all other materials) is owned by the CARICOM 
Secretariat. 
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The Chambers was very pleased to host regional 

interns in 2009, courtesy the Commonwealth 

Secretariat. We are now able to announce that, 

thanks to the Commonwealth Secretariat and the 9th 

EDF Caribbean Integration Support Programme 

(CISP) we will once again be offering internships to 

one student from each of the Council of Legal 
Education Law Schools.  

The internship is part of the official in service training 

programme required by the Law Schools and 

interested students should ask their respective school 

for further information. We look forward to seeing 

three of you in Chambers in a few months!We are 

also beginning preparations for our second annual 

Treaty Law Seminar, which will be held on12-16 

July 2010 in The Bahamas. Keep reading this 

newsletter and our website caricomlaw.org for 
registration information and the programme. 

Legal Services was able to contract the services of 

developers to completely revamp our website and 

that process has just begun. We hope to be able to 

launch the new website with a user-friendly and 

updated Treaty and Legislation database, as well as 

provision for public and official interaction with the 

Chambers to facilitate the legal work of the 

Community.  

Sadly, we have to say goodbye to one of our CFTC 

Drafting Consultants, Dr Sanjay Singh, who has 

been a most productive and professional colleague 

during his stint at the Secretariat. Dr Singh departs 

for his home, India, in February and we wish him all 

 

  

 

 

the best for his return and the future. 

The Chambers apologises for the late publication of 

this issue, but will keep to our schedule for next 

quarter’s issue in April 2010. See you then!   

 

 

CARICOM Secretariat Legal Services is convening the 

following Meetings in the first quarter of 2010: 

! Joint Meeting of Customs and Chief 

Parliamentary Counsel (CPC), 15-19 February 

2010, in Georgetown, Guyana. This meeting, 

which is funded under the 9th EDF Caribbean 

Integration Support Programme (CISP) is 

examining the Draft Harmonised Customs Bill, 

2009 and the Regulations and Schedules 

pertaining thereto. 

! Meeting of Officials on Institutions and 

Associate Institutions in Barbados on 22-24 

March 2010 to address the specific legal issues 

related to the status, role and functions of 

CARICOM institutions and Associate Institutions 

and the relationship with the Community. 

HAITI 

For more information on the situation in Haiti, and 

the Community efforts in the relief and 

reconstruction efforts, please visit caricom.org 

and click on the CARICOM SUPPORT FOR 

HAITI  link.  

You can also visit CDEMA’s website at cdera.org 

for updates and further information.  

Events of Interest 
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Chambers”  
 


