
T he Regional Strategy of Support to the 2010 Round of Census in the CARICOM Region has been developed 
to incorporate all stages of the census exercise from  planning to the dissemination of this vital source of 
information. Under this strategy, 
the goal is to develop and adopt 

a common framework for gathering, 
processing, analysing and disseminating 
population census data for region-wide 
comparability in the 2010 Round of 
Population and Housing Census. It has 
been supported by various international 
and regional organizations including 
UNSD, the Department for International 
Development (DFID), United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA), the Canadian 
International Development Agency 
(CIDA), the Caribbean Development 
Bank (CDB), the Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB), the United 
Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) and the European Community 
under the Ninth European Development 
Fund (EDF). The CARICOM Secretariat 
has been coordinating this strategy in 
collaboration with the latter organizations in order to forge a consensus on various areas including Common core 
questions; Common methodologies; Common methods of processing and analysing data; and Dissemination of 
recommendations and best practices. Several activities have been arranged in order to achieve this consensus as 
well as to assist Member Sates and Associate Members in the conduct of a successful census exercise. 

 
Supporting Census Activities in 2009 -2010 
 

• May 2009 – CARICOM Workshop on Census Organisation and Administration for the 2010 Round of Population 
and Housing Census in Grenada funded by DFID. 

 
• May 2009 – CARICOM Workshop on Common Methodologies for the 2010 Round of Population and Housing 

Census in Grenada. This is a component of the Common Census Framework Project.  
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Main Events 
• June 2009 — Fourth CARICOM Demographic Analysis Workshop organised to strengthen regional capacity in 

Demographic Analysis. It was executed by the CARICOM Secretariat and facilitated by the University of the West 
Indies, Mona, Jamaica and Salises St. Augustine, Trinidad. 
 

• Sep 2009 – CARICOM Workshop on Census Data Processing for the 2010 Round of Population and Housing 
Census in Saint Lucia funded by DFID.  

 
• Oct 2009 – DevInfo 6.0 and CensusInfo Training conducted back to back for the 2010 Round of Population and 

Housing Census organised by the CARICOM Secretariat in collaboration with UNICEF for the DevInfo v6.0 
training and with UNSD, UNFPA and UNICEF for the CensusInfo Workshop 

 
• November 2009- Training of Trainers Workshop in Census Methodology trained census-trainers on the Common 

Methodologies that have been agreed to by countries for  use in the 2010 Round of Population and Housing 
Censuses in the Region.  

 
• February 2010 - Workshop on Census Mapping and GIS organised by CARICOM Secretariat with funding under 

the 9th European Development Fund was designed to harness best practices in the use of imagery for the 
production of census maps to be used in the development of a census and statistics Geographic Information 
System (GIS) framework 

 
• March to May 2010 – Technical Assistance missions in the area of common methodologies, concepts and 

definitions- Two consultants were hired in these areas to assist Member States and Associate Members. 
 

Current and Future Supporting Activities  
 
• Support in Mapping/GIS– Consultant currently assisting Member States and Associate Members that required 

assistance in this area 
 
• Future Training Workshop on Census Data Processing  
 
• Future Training Workshop on Census Data Processing Editing  
 
 

Second CARICOM Technical Working Group on National Accounts/Short Term 
Indicators and International Trade in Services/Investment Statistics Meeting 

 12 April 2010, Christ Church Barbados 
 

T he European Union (EU) under the Caribbean Integration Support Programme (CISP) funded this workshop 
which sought to further the Work Programme developed by the Technical Working Group following the 
conclusion of the first meeting. This first meeting was held in Trinidad and Tobago from 9-11 November 2009 
under the theme ‘Assessing the Progress Made in the Harmonisation of Economic Statistics’. The Work 

Programme was designed to guide the Group in the execution of activities that supports the fulfilment of its mandate 
of prioritising the technical advancement of the broad areas of National Accounts and International Trade in Services. 
 
At this second meeting, discussions continued regarding several issues under the Work programme including the 
process by which countries can implement the System of National Accounts 2008, the development and maintenance 
of Business Registers, Implementation of Classification Systems and the issues affecting the production of Short-
Term indicators such as Consumer Price Index and the Quarterly Gross Domestic Product (GDP). In terms of 
International Trade in Services, the Group considered activities critical to the development of these statistics 
discussing  the Manual of Statistics on International Trade in Services  (MSITS) 2010, the movement by countries to 
the Extended Balance of Payments in Services (EBOPS), the Balance of Payments Manual version6 (BPM6) and the 
promotion of closer cooperation between the National Statistics Offices and Central Banks as it relates to the 
compilation and dissemination of these statistics.  Some of the recommendation arising from these discussions 
included:- 

(Continued on page 3)  
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Main Events 
• The CARICOM Secretariat should conduct an assessment on the development and maintenance of Business 

Registers (BR) in the Region. 
 
• The development of a formalised attachment programme in the Region to assist countries in their weak areas but 

also ensuring that the transfer of knowledge/training can be beneficial to all parties concerned. 
 
• The convening of a Regional Workshop on the production of Quarterly Gross Domestic Product. 
 
• The CARICOM Secretariat should conduct a new inquiry on the standards and methodologies adopted by 

Member States and the phases and milestones reached on the progress towards implementation of the SNA 
2008.  

 
• Countries should use the Household Expenditure Survey to compile private final consumption expenditure 

(PFCE), but note the limitations involved in its use. Technical assistance should be sought for the estimation of 
private final consumption expenditure (PFCE) for all CARICOM countries.  

 
• National Statistical Offices (NSOs) need to develop a program to incorporate the use of the Central Product 

Classification (CPC) in the design of industry specific questionnaires.  
 
• The establishment of a Trade in Services Inter agency Technical Working Group for the Region comprising the 

National Statistical Offices, Central Banks and Stakeholders (both users and producers of the data).  
 

Official Commencement of the 2010 Round of Census Activities in the CARICOM 
Region 

Stand up and Be counted! 
 

B arbados became the first CARICOM Member State to launch the 2010 census exercise in the Region. The 
country marked the day with a street parade to inform residents about the exercise and to galvanise them to 
become fully involved. 
Census activities have also 

began in the Bahamas with the 
swearing-in of field workers on 
Monday, May 3. Bermuda, an 
Associate Member of CARICOM also 
launched their census day on the 
20th May with a simple ceremony at 
the home of the Premier. Five other 
CARICOM Member States are 
expected to begin their nationwide 
surveys shortly. 
 
As part of efforts to rally the 
Community to cooperate during the 
Census-taking exercise, the week 
before its official  census day the 
Bahamas  was visited by Mr. Paul 
Cheung, Director-General of the 
United Nations Statistics Division 
(UNSD), Dr. Philomen Harrison, 
Project Director, Regional Statistics, 
CARICOM Secretariat, Ms. Sonia 
Jackson, Director-General, Statistical 

Current Events 

Bermuda Census: Premier Ewart Brown (middle) joined by the Director of the 
Department of Statistics, Mrs. Valerie Robinson James (right of Premier) and 
staff gather at the Premier's home to announce the start of Census Day 
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Current Events 
Institute of Jamaica, Mr. Iwan Sno, Director, Statistics Department of Suriname, Mr. Dave Clement, Director, Statistics 
Department, Trinidad and Tobago, and Mr. Edwin St. Catherine, Director, Statistics Department, Saint Lucia, all of 
whom joined Ms. Kelsie Dorrsett, Director, of The Bahamas Department of Statistics. 
 
The visitors were involved in a series of 
speaking engagements in New Providence and 
their audiences included junior high school 
students, Rotary Clubs and the general 
populace via radio and television programmes 
and other press encounters. They also had the 
opportunity to observe enumerators in the field. 
 
Addressing the media at a press conference, 
Mr. Cheung said about 70 countries were 
conducting Censuses this year and another 60 
would do theirs in 2011, covering some three 
billion people. By 2014, he said, the majority of 
the world’s population should be counted. He 
stressed the importance of the full participation 
of residents and expressed confidence that the 
Caribbean region would do a “good job” in the 
exercise that is intended to provide information 
that would drive policy decisions towards 
development. 
 
Dr. Harrison told the media that the Census 
would provide the data necessary for the accelerated and sustained growth of the Region, one of the overarching 
goals of the integration movement. The Census, she said, was a critical source of information that would direct policy-
makers on how to design social services to cater to the needs of the populace, for example, where to place a school 
or construct a road. 
 
The CARICOM Secretariat has actively supported the 2010 Round in Member States and has conducted symposia 
and workshops geared at reviewing the last Census to ensure greater efficiency, and training for the count this time 
around. 
 
The Secretariat and the UNFPA have established a Resource Consortium, the primary purpose of which is to act as a 
clearinghouse for technical, financial and other related assistance to support Census activity in Member States. This 
Resource Consortium is expected to strengthen coordination of resources among International agencies that wish to 
provide support, in the implementation of the Censuses.   
 
Challenges 
 
The Census is not without its challenges. Ms. Sonia Jackson, Director General Statistics Institute of Jamaica pointed 
out that there was usually a level of apathy associated with the exercise, and that matters of trust and confidentiality 
were among the concerns of the populace. 
 
She assured the public that field workers were well trained to collect the information and were easily recognized by 
identification cards and, in the case of The Bahamas, clearly marked vests and paraphernalia, including satchels. She 
also advised that the information gathered was for use of the Census only and that Statistics Act in each country 
made provision for punishment for the release of Census information to unauthorized sources. 
 
Access to communities, including gated ones which have mushroomed in the Region, was also another challenge that 
field workers must deal with. Solutions include making appointments to visit those locations. 
 
Population and Housing Censuses are conducted every ten years. All CARICOM Member States should complete the 
exercise by 2011 except Haiti, which will have its count done in 2013. 

Photo showing Mr. Paul Cheung addressing a group of students at a 
local high school in the Bahamas 
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Past Events and Outcomes 

Follow-up Training Workshop on Trade Data Processing, 8-10 March 2010, Gros Islet, 
Saint Lucia 

 

A s part of efforts to implement the New Eurotrace software in Member States, this follow-up workshop was 
organised to complement the first CARICOM Training Workshop on Merchandise Trade Statistics done in 
July 2009 in Trinidad and Tobago. The objectives of this workshop were to address problems faced by Mem-
ber States in the use of this software and to provide additional training on some aspects of the software as 

requested by Member States. 
 
The Workshop received presentations and hands on exercises on the following specific areas as indicated by Member 
States:- 
 
• Creation and modification of Data Entry Forms using Eurotrace Editor; 
• Modification of the Eurotrace Domain to cater for changes in format and content of trade data and metadata being 

collected; applying validation rules, using Error Wizard and Eurotrace Editor to manage error. 
• Incorporating the “data quality checking” procedure into the Eurotrace Domain. This procedure uses historical 

data to flag outliers in the records that were being imported based on predefined indicators; and 
• A general overview of Comext, the dissemination module, focusing mainly on using the aggregate function and 

creating user lists. 
 
During the course of the workshop, participants gave details about the exact stage at which the national statistical of-
fices in their country were currently utilising the software.  It was noted that the Eurotrace Software was installed and 
running in countries, however the real production of trade data using the software had not yet started. The Bahamas’ 
representative indicated that the software would be installed at the Statistics Office in the near future. Currently the 
Integrated Microcomputer Processing Systems (IMPS), developed by the U.S. Census Bureau, is being used to proc-
ess trade data in this country. The Turks and Caicos’ representative indicated that the New Eurotrace Software would 
be installed and the domain developed by the end of 2010. The representative for Turks and Caicos indicated that this 
office would liaise with the CARICOM Secretariat for any assistance. Some countries such as Trinidad and Tobago 
were able to move ahead relative to the use the software, therefore an exchange programme can be developed to 
provided further assistance to countries with challenges. Another suggestion in terms of assisting countries was the 
creation of an online forum for CARICOM countries where these challenges can be discussed and best practices can 
be shared. 
 
Already, preparatory work has commenced on a second phase of the project to enhance merchandise trade data 
processing in Member States. The focus of this new phase would be to improve the quality of the data being pro-
duced. Finally, it was noted that the Technical Working Group (TWG) in Merchandise Trade can help in advancing the 
technical work in this area. 

 
 

Workshop on Census Mapping and GIS, 23-26 February 2010, Belize City, Belize 
 

F unding for this workshop was provided by the Ninth European Development Fund (9th  EDF) as part of 
the support to the Regional Strategy for the 2010 Census Round. The overall objective of the Workshop was 
to harness best practices in the use of imagery for the production of census maps to be used the develop-
ment of a census and statistics Geographic Information System (GIS) framework.  It focused on work cur-

rently being put in place by the Statistical Institute of Belize in map production and verification as well as the enabling 
of GIS for the conduct of its 2010 Round of Census.  In this regard, the Director-General of the Statistical Institute of 
Belize agreed to allow other Member States to participate in this practical-oriented workshop.   
 
During the workshop, Member States presented on current preparation of 2010 Round census maps and their map-
ping production techniques. Other presentations were made on the different satellite products and options, the crea-
tion of critical datasets for the census enumeration and mapping exercises and the development of a census and sta-
tistics GIS.  

 
(Continued on page 6, column 1) 
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Several conclusions and recommendations arose from 
discussions among participants addressing various impor-
tant issues directly related to the successful completion of 
the 2010 census exercises in Member States. Among 
such conclusions and recommendations included the fol-
lowing: 
  
• Closer collaboration is needed at the national level on 

GIS data. This would allow for stronger coordination 
and increased capacity for statistics offices in creating 
the census and statistics GIS. 

 
• Participants expressed their appreciation to CARI-

COM, for organizing this workshop and outlined their 
expectations that it will be followed-up by similar work-
shops and activities addressing related issues, such 
as dissemination of census data. 

 
• The popularity of the use of GIS for mapping and for 

data dissemination is increasing within the Caribbean 
Region. There is therefore the need to further efforts 
at the regional level to enhance these systems for the 
2010 Round of Population and Housing Censuses. 

 
• It was agreed that imagery today provides the most 

efficient and effective ways to verify what is on the 
ground prior and in some cases during and after the 
census. In that context, recent imagery is needed to 
track land use change, development, and nomadic 
populations. 

 
• The cost of satellite imagery is still relatively expensive 

in proportion to the financial resources of the majority 
of national statistical offices in the region. In this con-
text, where countries have access to vendors, a block 
purchase is recommended. Countries recommended 
that CARICOM act as a bargaining agent with regard 
to the purchasing of Imagery at a country block level. 
This collective imagery procurement would allow for 
greater harmonization of statistics and geographic 
products at the regional level. 

 

 

Publications 

Future Events 

Upcoming Meetings and Events 
 
CARICOM/UNSD Workshop on the Implementation of 
SNA, 14-16 June 2010, Antigua and Barbuda - The 
purpose of the Seminar is to initiate the formulation of an 
implementation programme for the 2008 SNA and sup-
porting economic statistics for the CARICOM countries 
with the objective of developing comparable economic 
statistics for Member States in the CARICOM Region as 
a whole to monitor the integration of their economies.  
 
Sixth  Meeting  of  the Advisory Group on Statistics 
(AGS), 19 to 21 July 2010, Barbados - The focus of this 
Meeting would be the commencement by the AGS, with 
the support of the facilitators of the work to be executed, 
on the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) Projects, 
Common Framework on Production of Statistics and 
Common Framework for the Measurement of Literacy in 
CARICOM.  
 
Eighteenth Meeting of the Regional Census Coordi-
nating Committee (RCCC), 22-23 July 2010, Bridge-
town, Barbados  - The main objective for this meeting is 
to obtain early feedback of the experiences of the coun-
tries that are undertaking their censuses during the 
months of May and June.   A specific focus would also 
be to identify and to provide support to any immediate 
requests for assistance that would be required by those 
countries who have already conducted their enumeration 
of the 2010 Round of Censuses as they continue the 
other aspects of the Census processes.  
 
Caribbean Statistics Day , 15th October 2010— The 
rationale for the observance of Statistics Day is to high-
light statistics and its crucial role across a wide spectrum 
of activities – from daily decision-making faced by indi-
viduals, businesses, students etc. to planning, policy-
making and analysis and research activities of govern-
ments, academia and other users.   

Forthcoming publications: 
 
 Selected Economic Indicators 2002-2006. 
 CARICOM's Intra-regional trade: 2003-2008  
 CSME Profile:2005-2008 
 CARICOM's Trade in Services: 2004-2008  

Past Events and Outcomes 

In photo: Partici-
pants are seen en-
gaging in one of the 
census mapping 
exercise 


