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Foreword

Dr. Douglas Slater
Assistant Secretary General 

he Caribbean Festival of Arts 
(CARIFESTA) is the Region’s 
premier art and culture festival. 
�is mega, multidisciplinary 

cultural festival is a renowned event that 
celebrates the uniqueness of our cultural 
expressions and reinforces our unity in 
the midst of our diversity. �e most 
recent edition of CARIFESTA was held in 
Haiti August 21-30, 2015 under the 
theme “Our Roots, Our Culture, Our 
Common Future”. 

�e hosting of CARIFESTA XII in Haiti 
conveyed the uniqueness, talent, cultural 
identity and prowess of the people of 
CARICOM.  �e Festival also reflected the 
unity among Caribbean people as was 
conveyed by our Secretary General of 
CARICOM, Ambassador Irwin LaRoque, 
in his remarks at the Opening Ceremony 
of CARIFESTA XII: “Our culture is a 
fundamental part of what binds us 
together and allows us to grow and to 
flourish with confidence and pride in who 
we are and what we represent.”

As the body responsible for CARIFESTA 
on behalf of the Community, the 
CARICOM Secretariat is proud of the 
work that was done by the Haitian 
Government, the Regional Cultural 
Committee, the Host Country 
Management Committee, and the 
Regional Consultants in making the 
occasion a success. �e planning and 
execution of this event was not an easy 
task. �e work that went into it was 
greatly appreciated and we all benefited 
from the outstanding results.

I would like to personally congratulate 
and thank everyone who was involved in 
the preparations for CARIFESTA XII.  A 
job well-done! From the Grand Market in 
Champs de Mars to the performances at 
the Kiosque Occide Jeanty, the Triomphe 
and Place Boyer to the cultural events in 
Jacmel, Gonaives, Cap Haitien and Cayes, 

I must say I was very impressed with the 
hospitality, professionalism, cultural 
awareness and skill that we saw during 
the Festival. Kudos to you all!

Now I turn to planning the next edition 
of this regional festival in 2017 and Haiti 
has set the bar very high. �e baton has 
been passed both physically and 
symbolically on to Barbados and we look 
forward to another tremendous 
showcasing of our talents from across the 
region.

T
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ound.  Phone ringing. 
Answer.  CARICOM on the line.  
“You have been selected to lead a 
delegation of Consultants to 

provide technical support to the 
Government of Haiti in the final stages of 
the planning and implementation of 
CARIFEST XII”.
�e month June.

CARIFESTA XII is scheduled for 21 – 30 
August 2015.  A period of three months.
Impossible!  Some would say.  In the best 
of times we need two years to prepare, to 
plan and implement CARIFESTA and even 
then there have been a multitude of 
challenges and difficulties, even for 
countries that had done it before to 
prepare.

Flash forward to June 2015.  Haiti – a 
country whose image, promoted largely by 
CNN and believed by many across the 
Region, is one of weak infrastructure, 
poverty and inexperience.  �eir biggest 
national event was their annual carnival,  
and they were still recovering from a 
devastating earthquake!

My reaction: Trepidation!  Excitement!
Trepidation - because of the many misgivings and mistrust that depicted Haiti as a 
country incapable of staging such a large event.

Excitement – because ancestral voices kept whispering to me that this country, the 
Mother of Caribbean Freedom, possessed today, as it did back in 2004, the resilience, 
fierce pride and determination to not only implement the Festival, but moreso to stage 
the most successful, dynamic festival ever.

Armed with this ancestral insight and anchored in a deep-seated resolve to do whatever I 
could to support Haiti, I arrived in this awesome country on 22 June with a team of two 
other consultants determined to provide full support to the Haitian Government and 
people.  From the outset, we discovered a team that was ready for action and 
achievement.  Granted, they at first received us with some hesitation and suspicion.  
�ey believed we were sent to show that they did not know what to do.  However, we 
soon dispelled with this notion as we affirmed our support and dedication to the cause of 
a “best ever” CARIFESTA in Haiti.

�e most salient elements of the Haitian reality that we experienced as we immersed in 
the culture and allowed us to also believe even more in their capacity to produce results, 
came to us as we walked the streets of Haiti and engaged the populace as they went 
about their various businesses.

For example, we uncovered the unwavering commitment of a vast army of artists who 
spent hours developing their art and craft and who would arrive at various locations, 
such as in front of the exquisite Kinam Hotel where we were housed, at about 5.30 every 
morning to set up and market their products, removing them at about 8.00 each night, 
to resume that ritual the next day.

Or, there was the group of young 
artists/musicians we uncovered by way of 
introduction by one of them who worked 
at our hotel, who spent every Friday and 
Sunday night at the Kokoye Restaurant in 
Delmas 65, developing and promoting 
their craft in excellent renditions that 
deserved staging in the highest cultural 
thoroughfares of the world.

Or there was the articulate and fiercely 

assertive Erol Josue, Voodoo general and 
head of the National Museum, who 
helped us to uncover the pre-eminence of 
Haitian artistic offering in his 
organization of the Museum and its 
exhibitions as well as the stage 
presentation 21 Nations, easily the coup 
de grace of CARIFESTA.

Or the uncovering of the pride of 
community leaders in the several towns 

we visited who were engaged in 
preserving and promoting their heritage; 
or uncovering the invulnerable Citadel, 
symbol of Haiti’s resilience and 
immutable value, and all that is 
phenomenally Cap Haitian; or uncovering 
the beautiful promenade and spirit of 
hospitality that is at the heart of Jacmel; 
or just the boundless energy of the 
Haitian people on their moto-taxis and in 
their tap taps; or the uncovering of the 

BON BAGAY
The real Haiti 
uncovered

BON BAGAY
The real Haiti 
uncovered

delectable Haitian cuisine and the 
hospitality of the people.

Or as the lights came down on 
CARIFESTA XII, to ultimately uncover 
Haiti’s pride of place in the cultural and 
political geography of the Caribbean or in 
the architecture, if we ever get there, of a 
full and vibrant economically viable 
creative industry in the Caribbean.

�anks to the Haitian people, who allowed 
me to become Haitian, to uncover the 
dynamism that is the real Haiti and to be 
part of the making of history, the staging 
of the best ever CARIFESTA in recent 
history, there in Haiti.

BON BAGAY!
(Bon bagay is an expression in Haitian 
Creole meaning “great”, “excellent”, “all 

good”, “irie”).

S

Mr. Sydney Bartley, Consultant Team 
Leader, CARIFESTA XII along with 
Consultant Team Coordinator, Ms. Lyndell 
Danzie-Black, Mr. Christian Fomburn and 
Programme Manager Culture and 
Community Development at the CARICOM 
Secretariat Dr. Hilary Brown.
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Among the varying elements of regional 
integration, we presented West Indies 
cricket, which drew tremendous interest 
from the visitors since the Haitian 
population is more familiar with baseball, 
owing from their proximity to the United 
States.  We tried to showcase the sport 
that brings the region together.  To bring 
the sport alive we displayed kiddies 
cricket paraphernalia – wicket, bat and 
ball and photographs of outstanding 
cricketers taking their best shot. 

�e booth also included a pictorial 
display of Executive Management of the 
Secretariat, CARIFESTA through the 
Years depicting scenes of artistes and art 
and craft from various Member States; 
of the SG’s profile, the Standard, 
miniature flags of the Member States 
and a few publications, e.g. the Revised 
Treaty of Chaguaramas, CARICOM : Our 
Caribbean Community, etc.  

Visitors were also educated on the 
drivers of the Secretariat – the Executive 
Management Committee (EMC).   �is 
drew quite a bit of interest especially 
when persons saw the SG on television 
and on the opening night they were able 
to relate to the picture on display.

A lot of what was showcased about 
CARICOM was new to Haitians, but they 
were quite upbeat by what they saw and 
heard.  While there were a few who had 
heard of CARICOM, many were 
astonished with the concept of 
integration, depicted perfectly in the 
Grand Market which saw all the 
CARICOM Member States coming 
together in one space. 

A myriad number of persons visited the 
CARICOM Booth, from the President of 
Haiti, Michel Martelly; the 
Secretary-General of the Caribbean 
Community, Ambassador Irwin 
LaRocque to the ordinary citizens. 

We sought to embrace every moment we 
spent with the people of Haiti, other 
visitors and representatives of Member 
States.  It brought fun, laughter and joy 
and a strong sense of camaraderie.  

The Role of Haiti’s CYAs
�e CARICOM Youth Ambassadors 
(CYA’s) from Haiti played an integral role 
and must be highly commended for 
engaging their fellow citizens and at times 
the media on the role and functions of 
CARICOM and the CSME. �ey were very 
helpful at the booth, distributing caps, 
pens, flash drives, bags, and mousse pads. 
�ey also helped with interpreting so that 
conversations with visitors to our booth 
could be facilitated.   

�e CYA’s worked in harmony with us. 
Each of them understood their role and 
they executed it well.  We really 
appreciate the work that they did, their 
timeliness and efficiency.

Curtains close, appreciations 
During the Festival, we had the 
opportunity to witness the opening 
ceremony and attend shows which were 

held at the different locations in and 
around the city and the Grand Market.  
�ere were shows and performances along 
with musical renditions done by various 
groups and artistes from the Caribbean, 
Canada, Mexico and other countries that 
took part in this memorable celebration.  
�ere were steel pan performances, dance, 
musical selections and a host of other 
performances that made for a spectacular 
show.  �ere was also a spread of 
CARIFESTA XII events in other districts, a 
feature of the new CARIFESTA Model, 
giving people on the out skirts of the city 
an opportunity to feel and be a part of the 
Caribbean Festival of Arts.  

CARIFESTA XII in Haiti was a resounding 
success, for Haitians and the wider 
Caribbean Community. �ank you to the 
people Haiti for hosting CARIFESTA XII. 
We the CARICOM team thank you for 
your hospitality.     

Ms. Evelyn DeFreitas engages with Mrs. 
LaRocque at the CARICOM Grand Market booth

Ms Evelyn DeFreitas interacts with Haitians at 
the CARICOM Grand Market booth

More of the CARICOM Display 
at the Grand Market

A section of the CARICOM 
Grand Market Booth

Ms. Gloria Whitney and 
Dr. Hilary Brown at the Opening 
Ceremony for CARIFESTA XII
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Closing
curtains
and passing the baton

s the curtains came to a close on 
CARIFESTA XII, the atmosphere 
was one filled with jubilation. 
While everyone was sad to see 

the end of such a tremendous festival, 
they were also thrilled to have been part 
of an event of that magnitude. �e 
ten-day mega cultural event ended with a 
closing ceremony at the Kiosque Occide 
Jeanty in Champs de Mars. �e night’s 
activities included a culmination of 
performances from various Caribbean 
groups that performed throughout the 
festival. �ere were also closing speeches 
from President of Haiti, H.E. Michel 
Martelly, Minister of Culture of Barbados 
Hon, Stephen Lashley – representing 
CARICOM Chairman and Prime Minister 
of Barbados Rt. Hon. Freundel Stuart, and 
Assistant Secretary-General in charge of 
Human and Social Development at the 
CARICOM Secretariat, Dr. Douglas Slater.

Speaking on behalf of CARICOM 
Secretary-General Ambassador Irwin 
LaRocque, ASG Slater said CARIFESTA XII 
was a clear manifestation of what makes 
the Caribbean people great and sends a 
powerful statement about regional unity 
and togetherness. He said CARICOM was 
proud of Haiti and conveyed his 
congratulations to the Haitian President 
and people.

President Martelly in his closing speech 
thanked CARICOM for giving Haiti the 
opportunity to host the event. He said 
CARIFESTA XII proved how similar and 
different the people of the Caribbean are. 
He said he was very proud of his country 
for successfully hosting the festival and 
also congratulated the team involved in 
making it happen.

Following the President’s speech the 
officials involved in the festival were 
invited onto the stage and formally 
congratulated for their hard work after 
which the Haitian President handed over 
the CARIFESTA baton to Barbados, the 
next country that will host CARIFESTA in 
2017. �e baton was created and donated 
by acclaimed visual artist Phillipe Dodard 
who also served as Artisitc Director for 
CARIFESTA XII. It was accepted by 
Minister of Culture, Barbados Hon. 
Stephen Lashley. On to Barbados in 2017!

A

the

Haitian singers at the closing ceremony

Ladies dressed in traditional Haitian wear

President of Haiti, 
H. E. Michel Martelly 
hands over the CARIFESTA baton 
created by acclaimed Haitian 
Visual Artist Phillipe Dodard to 
Barbados Minister of Culture 
Hon. Stephen Lashley












