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Stakeholder Consultation Examines Entry of CARIFORUM 
Entertainers in the EU Market  

Public and private sector stakeholders drawn from the Cultural Industry 
of the Caribbean Forum of African, Caribbean and Pacific States 
(CARIFORUM) participated in a Stakeholder Consultation on the 
Development of a Strategic Action Plan for the Entry of CARIFORUM   
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CARIFORUM 

Entertainers in the European Union (EU) Market, which was held in St George’s, Grenada from 
14-15 October. 

The Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) Implementation Unit based at the Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) Secretariat convened the Stakeholder Consultation. The Consultation 
forms part of a consultancy which the Unit has been overseeing. 

The consultancy is geared at formulating a Strategic Action Plan that will enable entertainers in 
CARIFORUM States to take advantage of development cooperation and trade opportunities under 
the EPA. The draft Action Plan was under consideration at the Consultation. 

The consultancy was made possible through funding from the United Kingdom Government’s 
Caribbean Aid for Trade and Regional Integration Trust Fund (CARTFund), which was also utilized 
to support the Stakeholder Consultation. Financial support for the Consultation was also provided 
by the Caribbean Export Development Agency (Caribbean Export). 
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The Consultation, which represents a key 
milestone in efforts to ensure stakeholders 
from the regional Cultural Industry are well-
positioned to leverage the EPA to gain access 
to the EU Market, had five objectives: (i) 
develop a common understanding of the 
specific major opportunities for trade in 
cultural services from CARIFORUM countries, 
and the major constraints to taking advantage 
of these opportunities; (ii) identify current best 
practices in the development of cultural 
industries and promotion of trade in cultural 
services; (iii) clarify the roles and 
responsibilities of the regional agencies, 
national agencies and private firms 
(entertainment management companies, 
agents and promoters) involved in the 
development and promotion of cultural 
industries in CARIFORUM countries and 
ongoing and planned sector development 
initiatives; (iv) identify short-term 
implementation priorities and establish an 
interim committee to kick-start the 
implementation process; and (v) develop a 
results-focused Regional Action Plan for the 
Development of the Cultural Industries, 
including a framework for managing the 
implementation of the Action Plan. 

Representatives from the Cultural Department 
in CARIFORUM States’ public sectors and a 
leading private sector organization in the 
performing arts, music or audiovisuals, in 
each State, participated in the Consultation. 

During the engagement, strong emphasis was 
placed on consideration of Action Plan 
priorities spanning: legislative and regulatory 
requirements; support for market 
development; sustaining market presence; 
increasing the volume and value of trade in 
goods and services; finding and securing 
partnerships to increase investment; resource 
requirements and funding. 

Drawing on the foregoing priorities, the 
highlight of the Stakeholder Consultation was 
the identification of short-term implementation 
priorities. Focus was on the development of a 
framework for managing the implementation 
of the Action Plan and assignation of oversight 
of the implementation process. 

The Consultation was facilitated by the 
experts retained to develop the Strategic 
Action Plan. Other resource persons were 
drawn from KEA European Affairs, the World 
Music Expo (WOMEX), London Film School, 
Question Mark Entertainment, Visual and 
Performing Arts Jamaica (VAPJ). The 
Regional EPA Implementation Unit’s Trade in 
Services and Investment Specialist, Ms S.H. 
Allyson Francis, also served as a resource 
person. 

Presentations were delivered by experts in 
music, audiovisual and performing arts who 
understand the requirements and challenges 
of EU market entry by actors from third-states. 

The CARIFORUM-EU EPA includes a 
Protocol on Cultural Cooperation which, inter 
alia, provides for cultural cooperation between 
the EU and CARIFORUM States. The 
entertainment industry, which is a subset of 
the cultural/creative industry, represents a 
substantial and important area of actual and 
potential economic growth for CARIFORUM 
economies. 

 

Inter-agency Partnership on EPA 
Implementation Deepened 

Representatives of regional agencies that are 
supporting the implementation of the 
CARIFORUM-EU EPA in the Caribbean met 
in St George’s, Grenada on 16 October, to 
discuss the deepening of partnerships.  
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The Regional EPA Implementation Partner 
Institutions Meeting was organized by the 
CARIFORUM Directorate based in the 
CARICOM Secretariat. The Meeting was 
made possible through funding from the EU. 

The following agencies were represented at 
the Meeting: the Caribbean Regional 
Technical Assistance Centre (CARTAC), the 
Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), 
Caribbean Export, the Caribbean Regional 
Organization for Standards and Quality 
(CROSQ), the Inter-American Institute for 
Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), the West 
Indies Rum and Spirits Producers' Association 
(WIRSPA) and the Organisation of Eastern 
Caribbean States (OECS) Secretariat.  

These agencies have their own distinctive 
roles and responsibilities in addressing the 
capacity-related challenges that affect 
regional States’ ability to take full advantage 
of the EPA. The agencies are implementing 
EPA-related programming on behalf of 
CARIFORUM and, in this regard, they are 
benefitting from resources under the 10th 
European Development Fund (EDF) 
Caribbean Regional Indicative Programme 
(CRIP) to aid EPA implementation. 

At the Meeting the Director-General of the 
CARIFORUM Directorate and CARIFORUM 
EPA Coordinator, Mr Percival Marie, led what 
were interactive, wide-ranging deliberations 
that elicited views on key actions necessary to 
strengthen inter-agency cooperation and 
collaboration. 

Among the outcomes of the Meeting was 
agreement on the need for relevant agencies 
to meet on a regular basis, at the technical 
level. 

The Meeting agreed on the need to intensify 
information-sharing on EPA-related 
institutional work programmes, as a means of 
strengthening synergies. In this regard, it was 

felt that regional partner institutions should 
take advantage of cross-cutting competence 
in similar subject areas. 

The need for ongoing dialogue with respect to 
experiences in awareness raising and visibility 
strategies was also highlighted, in recognition 
of the importance of keeping stakeholders 
informed on the roll-out of the EPA-related 
work programmes of respective agencies. 

In reference to the foregoing, Mr Marie 
underscored that “this sort of cooperation 
lends itself to maximizing the support that 
agencies provide to CARIFORUM States, thus 
effectively facilitating these States in 
extracting benefits from the Agreement.” 

At the close of the Meeting, Mr Marie 
expressed satisfaction that the engagement 
had provided very useful information on the 
variety, depth and scope of activities ofthe 
agencies concerned. 

He stated that the Meeting also helped 
prepare the way for the Second Meeting of 
National EPA Coordinators and Heads of 
National EPA Implementation Units and Like 
Entities. This Meeting took place in Grenada 
on 17-18 October. 

 

EPA Implementation Support, Priorities in 
Spotlight 

A recently convened meeting of CARIFORUM 
States and regional partner institutions has 
been lauded as a significant step forward in 
deepening partnerships, in relation to the 
implementation of the CARIFORUM-EU EPA.  

The Second Meeting of National EPA 
Coordinators and Heads of National EPA 
Implementation Units and Like Entities, 
convened in St George’s, Grenada on 17-18 
October, provided insight into matching 
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resources allocated to regional partner 
institutions with EPA implementation priorities 
and needs of regional States.  

The Meeting, organized by the CARIFORUM 
Directorate, was made possible through 
funding from the EU.  

The engagement was attended by 
representatives of fourteen of the fifteen 
signatory CARIFORUM States to the EPA. 
The regional partner institutions represented 
at the Meeting were CARTAC, CDB, 
Caribbean Export, CROSQ, IICA, WIRSPA 
and the OECS Secretariat. 

The broad aim of the Meeting was to provide 
for an exchange of views on how partnerships 
could be deepened at the strategic and 
programmatic levels between CARIFORUM 
States and regional partner institutions that, 
under the 10th EDF CRIP, are supporting the 
implementation of the EPA in CARIFORUM.  

The Meeting was held against the backdrop of 
efforts by the CARIFORUM Directorate to 
ensure that regional partner institutions and 
CARIFORUM States scale up collaboration, 
as the regional bloc seeks to confront the 
challenges and take advantage of the 
opportunities associated with EPA 
implementation. 

In his keynote address at the opening, Dr 
Patrick Antoine, the Chief Policy Advisor to 
the Ministries of Finance and Economic 
Development, Trade, Planning and 
Cooperatives of Grenada said the Meeting 
provided the opportunity for participants “to 
shape EPA implementation dialogue and 
actions which can make a true mark on 
growth, development and poverty alleviation in 
the Region.” In this context, he characterized 
National EPA Coordinators as being at the 
forefront of the implementation of the EPA. 

During the Meeting, representatives of 
CARIFORUM States placed strong emphasis 
on some common priority areas, for which 
capacity-building is required. These include 
the need to strengthen the productive and 
competitive capacity of economic operators. 
The discussions underscored the use of 
geographical indications (GIs) as a tool for 
increasing the competitiveness of 
CARIFORUM products. 

The Meeting addressed issues in relation to 
Services, in particular cultural and creative 
industries, and endorsed the support being 
provided in this regard to build the capacity of 
the private sector.  

The Meeting also emphasized the importance 
of support in the areas of Sanitary and 
Phytosanitary (SPS) measures and Technical 
Barriers to Trade (TBT). Rules of Origin (RoO) 
related capacity-building and training was also 
the focus of attention. 

Participants also placed particular emphasis 
on the importance of market intelligence 
support and, in that regard, the provision of 
actionable information to private sector 
operators. Participants stressed the need for 
outreach to be informed by market 
intelligence, so that smaller private sector 
operators in particular can be effectively 
positioned to make inroads into extra-regional 
markets. In this regard, the French Caribbean 
Outermost Regions (FCORs) were the subject 
of discussion.   

The link was also made, in deliberations, 
between the outreach aiding in the type of 
buy-in necessary from private sector 
stakeholders regarding compliance-oriented 
monitoring as well as monitoring for ‘impacts’, 
in the medium- to long-term with respect to 
the EPA.  
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Regional partner institutions sought to call 
attention to their EPA-related work 
programmes, to date, and the scope for 
continued support to help address supply-side 
constraints at the national level that stymie 
translating market access into market 
penetration.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EUROPEAN UNION 
 
DELEGATION TO BARBADOS 
AND THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN 

             CARIFORUM

 

 

 

Bridgetown 21 November 2013 

 

Joint Statement  

CARIFORUM and EU Reaffirm Commitment to Trade and Development Partnership 

 

CARIFORUM and European Union (EU) trade officials held a one-day meeting in Grenada on 
Thursday 21 November, at which they reaffirmed the two regions' commitment to their close trade 
and development partnership. 

The two sides discussed progress made so far in putting the CARIFORUM-EU Economic Partnership 
Agreement (EPA) into practice. The EPA aims to promote trade and investment, underpin regional 
integration, and foster sustainable development. 

Commenting, CARIFORUM Senior Representative and Meeting Chair, Junior Mahon, said:  

"The CARIFORUM-EU EPA presents a strategy to assist the CARIFORUM grouping to build larger 
markets, foster trade in goods and services as well as stimulate investment."  

The Head of the European Union's Delegation to Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean, Ambassador 
Mikael Barfod highlighted the EU's ongoing development assistance to help Caribbean governments 
and businesses put the EPA into practice and exploit its opportunities. 

 

(Cont. on PP. 6) 
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(Cont. from PP. 5) 

"The EU recognises the specific challenges which the Caribbean faces as it seeks to win a larger 
share of global trade. That's why we're currently investing over €140m in region-wide aid for trade up 
to 2015. From then until 2020 we'll provide a further €350m for region-wide development 
programmes. Regional integration and EPA implementation will be amongst their main goals," said 
Ambassador Barfod. 

EU trade official Remco Vahl said the meeting provided an excellent opportunity to reaffirm the EU's 
continuing commitment to its longstanding partners in the Caribbean. 

"Making the EPA work for people across the Caribbean is our shared responsibility.  And it's an 
important one, given the hopes and aspirations inherent in the agreement - promoting trade and 
investment, underpinning regional integration, and fostering sustainable development," Vahl said. 

Talks focussed on involving civil society in the EPA process, trade in agriculture, and monitoring the 
EPA. Officials discussed the involvement of civil society, which will have its own Consultative 
Committee under the EPA.  On agriculture, they launched talks on measures to promote and protect 
Geographical Indications (GIs) – such as Blue Mountain coffee from Jamaica or Rocquefort cheese 
from France. The regular monitoring and review of the EPA was also on the agenda, with discussion 
of the first five-yearly review, due for completion in 2014, and the creation of a long-term mechanism 
to monitor the EPA's results.   

The EU is CARIFORUM's second largest trading partner, after the US. In 2011, trade between the 
two regions came to over €8 billion. 

The main exports from the Caribbean to the EU are in: 

• fuel and mining products, notably petroleum gas and oils;                         
• bananas, sugar and rum;               
• minerals, notably gold, corundum, aluminum oxide and hydroxide, and iron ore products;   
• fertilisers.  

The main imports into the Caribbean from the EU are in: 

• boats and ships, cars, constructions vehicles and engine parts;                         
• phone equipment;                                        
• milk and cream;                                        
• spirit drinks. 
 

EPA Background 

The EPA trade and development partnership was signed in 2008 by the 15 States that make up CARIFORUM and the EU. Its 
goals are simple - to make it easier for people and businesses from the two regions to invest in and trade with each other, and 
to boost growth across the Caribbean. 

The EPA has three main features. Firstly, it introduces asymmetric reciprocity in trade between the CARIFORUM States and 
Europe. But it also reflects the current level of development in the Caribbean, and the region's specific characteristics and 
challenges.  

The EPA also covers trade in a much wider sense than the rules that came before it. It covers not just goods but also services 
– the backbone of modern economies – and areas where rules and regulations can help promote trade: competition, innovation 
and intellectual property, public procurement, and environmental and labour standards. 
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News Highlights 

 

Distinguished Lecture By Ambassador 
Irwin LaRocque, Secretary-General of 
CARICOM, on the status of the Regional 
Integration Process and Vision for the 
Future of CARICOM   

The Lecture, delivered in Port-of-Spain, 
Trinidad and Tobago on 3 October, can be 
accessed at the following link: 

http://caricom.org/jsp/pressreleases/press_rel
eases_2013/pres206_13.jsp 

 

Remarks by the Secretary-General of 
CARICOM, Ambassador Irwin LaRocque,  
on the occasion of the Twenty-First 
Meeting of the Council of Ministers of 
CARIFORUM 

The Remarks, delivered in St George’s, 
Grenada on 31 October, can be accessed at 
the following link: 

http://www.caricom.org/jsp/pressreleases/pres
s_releases_2013/pres242_13.jsp  

 

Opening Remarks by the Secretary-
General of CARICOM, Ambassador Irwin 
LaRocque, on the occasion of the 
CARIFORUM Stakeholders’ Consultation 
with the ACP Eminent Persons’ Group 
(EPG) on the Future of the ACP Group 

The Remarks, delivered in St George’s, 
Grenada on 1 November, can be accessed at 
the following link: 

http://www.caricom.org/jsp/pressreleases/pres
s_releases_2013/pres241_13.jsp  

Opening Remarks by Ambassador Irwin 
LaRocque, Secretary-General of CARICOM, 
at The Thirty-Seventh Meeting of the 
Council For Trade and Economic 
Development (COTED) 

The Remarks, delivered in Georgetown, 
Guyana on 8 November, can be accessed at 
the following link: 

http://caricom.org/jsp/pressreleases/press_rel
eases_2013/pres252_13.jsp 

 

Article: Crafting a New Private Sector 
Advocacy Model 

The article by the Executive Director of 
Caribbean Export, Ms Pamela Coke-Hamilton, 
can be accessed at the following link: 

http://www.carib-export.com/2013/10/crafting-
a-new-private-sector-advocacy-model/  

 

Caribbean Export Launches the National 
Trade Information Network (N-TIN)  

Bridgetown, Barbados, October 21: The 
Caribbean Export Development Agency 
(Caribbean Export) officially launched the 
Belize National Trade Information Network (N-
TIN) at the Radisson Hotel, Belize on Friday, 
October 11, 2013. 

Further information on this matter can be 
accessed at the following link: 

http://www.carib-export.com/2013/10/5610/  

 

ACP Ministers for Sugar Tackle Next Steps 
after EU CAP Reforms 

Brussels, 14 October 2013/ACP: Ministers in 
charge of the sugar sector in ACP countries 
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are meeting in Fiji from October 14-18, 2013 
to discuss the future of the industry in light of 
the reforms to the EU’s Common Agricultural 
Policy (CAP), which includes the market 
organisation for sugar. 

Further information on this matter can be 
accessed at the following link: 

http://www.acp.int/content/acp-ministers-
sugar-tackle-next-steps-after-eu-cap-reforms 

 

Eminent Persons Consult Pacific Region 
on post-2020 ACP-EU Outlooks 

Brussels, 14 October 2013/ACP: The first 
consultation of the Eminent Persons Group 
(EPG) will be held in Apia, Samoa from 17-19 
October 2013.  This is the first in a series of 
six regional consultations in Africa, the 
Caribbean and the Pacific to solicit the views 
and secure positions of member states on the 
outlooks of the ACP Group after 2020. 

Further information on this matter can be 
accessed at the following link: 

http://www.acp.int/content/eminent-persons-
consult-pacific-region-post-2020-acp-eu-
outlooks 

 

ACP Ministerial Communiqué on the 9th 
session of the WTO Ministerial Conference 

Brussels, 11 October 2013/ACP: Ministers 
responsible for Trade of the ACP Group of 
States, meeting in Brussels 9-11 October, 
having considered the status of work on the 
issues being considered for decision at the 
Ninth Ministerial Conference of the WTO to be 
held in Bali, Indonesia 3-6 December 2013, 
emphasised the importance of securing a 
balanced and meaningful outcome in the 
areas under negotiation. 

Further information on this matter can be 
accessed at the following link: 

http://www.acp.int/content/acp-ministerial-
communique-9th-session-wto-ministerial-
conference 

 

ACP Trade Ministers meet to Resolve 
Trade Blocks with EU 

Brussels, 7 October 2013/ACP: Ministers and 
other High level trade officials from the 
African, Caribbean and Pacific countries will 
rally in Brussels from 7-11 October for talks, 
leading up to a meeting with EU Trade 
Commissioner Karel De Gucht on Friday 11 
October. 

Further information on this matter can be 
accessed at the following link: 

http://www.acp.int/content/acp-trade-
ministers-meet-resolve-trade-blocks-eu 

 

Welcome statement by the Secretary 
General at the Meeting of the ACP Senior 
Trade Officials and Technical Follow Up 
Group on EPA Negotiations and 
Implementation, 7 October 2013, Brussels 

The Statement can be accessed at the 
following link: 

http://www.acp.int/content/welcome-
statement-secretary-general-meeting-acp-
senior-trade-officials-and-technical-follow- 

 

ECOWAS Leaders Committed to Conclude 
Development-friendly EPA with EU 

Brussels, 28 October 2013/ECOWAS/ACP: 
Heads of State and Government of the 
Economic Community of the West African 
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States (ECOWAS) reiterated their 
commitment to the conclusion of an “equitable 
and development-oriented” Economic 
Partnership Agreement (EPA) with Europe, 
following an extraordinary meeting held at 
Dakar, Senegal on Friday. 

In the meeting’s final communiqué, they 
commend the efforts being made by the two 
parties to the negotiations to identify areas of 
consensus and work towards compromise on 
persisting divergences. Leaders called for the 
flexibility and compromise of all issues of 
concern. 

Further information on this matter can be 
accessed at the following link: 

http://www.acp.int/content/ecowas-leaders-
committed-conclude-development-friendly-
epa-eu  

 

ACP Group should remain, Pacific Meeting 
Concludes 

Apia, 25 October 2013/ACP: The approaching 
expiry of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement 
between the African, Caribbean and Pacific 
Group of States (ACP) and the European 
Union (EU), has prompted reflections within 
the Group on its future, post 2020. The third 
and final revision of the Cotonou Agreement in 
2015 is also of significance. 

To this end, The Pacific Conference on the 
Future Perspectives for the African Caribbean 
and Pacific Group of States (ACP) beyond 
2020, held from 17 to 19 October 2013 in 
Samoa, was aimed at soliciting the views and 
perspectives of the Pacific stakeholders and 
to arrive at a Pacific position on the future of 
the ACP. The conference was the first 
regional consultation to feed into the work of 
the ACP Eminent Persons’ Group, which was 

set up to deepen and widen the reflections on 
the future of the ACP. 

Further information on this Meeting can be 
accessed at the following link: 

http://www.acp.int/content/acp-group-should-
remain-pacific-meeting-concludes  

 

EPAs High on the Agenda at West Africa 
Summit 

Dakar, 25 October 2013/ECOWAS/ACP: 
Today’s Extraordinary Summit of the West 
Afircan economic community ECOWAS will be 
focusing mainly on economic issues including 
the the Economic Partnership Agreement 
(EPA) between West Africa and the  

European Union, the finalisation of the 
Common External Tariff (CET) and the 
Community Integration Levy (CIL), says a 
press release by the Group. 

Further information on this Meeting can be 
accessed at the following link: 

http://www.acp.int/content/epas-high-agenda-
west-africa-summit 

 

Communique - 13th ACP Ministerial 
Conference on Sugar 

The Communique can be accessed at the 
following link: 

http://www.acp.int/content/communique-13th-
acp-ministerial-conference-sugar  

 

Statement by ACP Group Coordinator on 
WTO Issues, Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Foreign Trade of Jamaica Hon. 
Arnaldo Brown at the 9th WTO Ministerial 
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Conference, 5 December 2013, Bali - 
Indonesia 

The Statement can be accessed at the 
following link: 

http://www.acp.int/content/statement-acp-
group-coordinator-wto-issues-minister-foreign-
affairs-and-foreign-trade-jamaic  

 

Eye on Trade: The Choice is Yours - EU 
Trade Commissioner to ACP countries 

Brussels, 2 December 2013/ACP/PCBE: As  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the world eyes the 9th ministerial meeting of 
the World Trade Organisation in Bali from 3 to 
6 December, the European Union and the 
ACP Group of States continue to struggle with 
their own trade dilemmas, mainly in the form 
of the long-drawn-out negotiations on the 
Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs). 

Further information on this matter can be 
accessed at the following link: 

http://www.acp.int/content/eye-trade-choice-
yours-eu-trade-commissioner-acp-countries 
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