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Role for EPA in Unlocking Economic Value of Region’s Cultural 
Industries, Sporting Sectors  

Unlocking the economic value of the cultural industries and sporting 
sectors of the Caribbean Forum of African, Caribbean and Pacific States 
(CARIFORUM) holds much promise for development prospects, 
especially at a time when there has been a significant reduction in 
traditional revenue streams. The Economic Partnership Agreement 
(EPA) represents an important ‘key’ for the Region, in this regard. 

This insight emanated from deliberations of the Parliamentary 
Delegations of the CARIFORUM States Legislatures and the European 
Parliament, on the occasion of the Second Meeting of the CARIFORUM-  
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CARIFORUM 

European Union (EU) Parliamentary Committee. The Meeting, convened in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad 
and Tobago, on April 3, was chaired by Senator the Honourable Vasant Bharath, Minister of 
Trade, Industry and Investment, Trinidad and Tobago. 

Delegates exchanged views on a variety of matters, highlights of which appear in the Joint 
Declaration issued upon the conclusion of the Meeting. 

Senator Bharath set the tone for the Meeting. His opening remarks called attention to the “unique 
role” of the Parliamentary Committee. Member of the European Parliament and Head of the 
European Parliament Delegation, Mr David Martin, described the Parliamentary Committee as “the 
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parliamentary piece in the institutional jigsaw 
puzzle.”  

There are four other institutions established to 
facilitate implementation of the Agreement: (i) 
The Joint CARIFORUM-EU Council; (ii) The 
CARIFORUM-EU Trade and Development 
Committee; (iii) The Special Committee on 
Customs Cooperation and Trade Facilitation; 
and (iv) The CARIFORUM-EU Consultative 
Committee. 

In his address at the opening ceremony, Mr 
Martin further stated “Our joint task is to 
monitor the application and implementation of 
the EPA. We have the chance in this setting to 
learn how the Agreement is working on the 
ground, and how the other Institutions are 
functioning.” He opined, “The CARIFORUM-
EU EPA is a trailblazer, and it is up to all of us 
to make a success of it.” 

Of the six ACP regions, CARIFORUM is the 
only one that to date has concluded and 
signed a ‘comprehensive’ EPA. 

In discussions on EPA implementation, both 
sides called attention to the considerable 
importance of the CARIFORUM Region’s 
cultural industries, including education, sport, 
national heritage activities, training and 
exchanges, which were an asset of the 
Region and of the EU. Delegates were of the 
view that these areas are growth areas for 
CARIFORUM States with respect to export 
earnings, a point which Executive Director of 
the Caribbean Export Development Agency 
(Caribbean Export), Ms Pamela Coke-
Hamilton, underscored in outlining the 
programme of work that her Agency is rolling 
out.  

“The Caribbean Export Development 
Agency’s primary objective is to build 
Caribbean brands and competitiveness across 
the Region and in external partners. In this 
regard, we are finalizing a creative industries 

strategy. We are also looking at the business 
of sports,” she said. 

While the Joint Declaration acknowledged that 
the “EPA was recognized as being of critical 
importance in the Region’s strategy to further 
promote and commercialise the creative and 
sporting sectors”, CARIFORUM delegates 
were quick to point to regulatory barriers with 
respect to the EU market that posed 
difficulties in translating market access into 
real market penetration. According to the Joint 
Declaration, “members strongly welcomed 
and supported the proposal to lift the visa 
requirements for nationals of CARIFORUM 
States visiting the EU including the Outermost 
regions as an important measure to facilitate 
exchanges.” 

Representatives of the Trinidad and Tobago 
private sector also lent their voice to the 
Meeting. Five business support organizations 
(BSOs) were invited to deliver presentations 
at the forum, with a view to sharing the 
experiences of some of their members in 
breaking through and operating in the EU 
market.  

The Parliamentary Committee also focused 
attention on issues germane to the treatment 
of certain goods of importance to 
CARIFORUM. There was a call for both sides 
to continue to work to bridge differences. 

Another constant in the deliberations was EU 
policy on differentiation in future development 
aid. Elements of that exchange are captured 
in the Joint Declaration. 
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SECOND MEETING OF THE CARIFORUM-EU PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE                   
3 April 2013 Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago:                                               

JOINT DECLARATION 

1. The Parliamentary Delegations of the CARIFORUM States Legislatures and the European 
Parliament, chaired by Senator the Honourable Vasant Bharath, Trinidad and Tobago, celebrate the 
holding of the Second Meeting of the CARIFORUM-EU Parliamentary Committee in Port-of-Spain, 
Trinidad and Tobago. As set out in Article 231 of the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) between 
the CARIFORUM States and the European Community and its Member States the role of this 
Committee is to monitor and review the implementation of the Agreement, and to be a forum for 
members of the European Parliament and the CARIFORUM States Legislatures to meet and exchange 
views. 

2. The Committee adopted its Rules of Procedure, another important step in the setting up of this 
Parliamentary Committee, which is part of the institutional framework under the EPA. Members 
stressed the importance of having all the institutions in place for the proper functioning and monitoring 
of this Agreement. Particular reference was made to the Consultative Committee, the only Joint 
Institution for which membership is yet to be established. The Committee urged fulfilment of this 
requirement. 

3. The Parliamentary Committee welcomed the outcomes of the Second Trade and Development 
Committee, held in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, on 27 September 2012, as well as the Second 
Meeting of the Joint CARIFORUM-EU Council in Brussels, Belgium on 26 October 2012. Among the 
decisions taken was the amendment of the EPA in order to allow for incorporation of the commitments 
of The Bahamas into Annex IV of the EPA, which addresses Investment, Trade in Services and E-
commerce. The Parliamentary Committee also took note of issues related to the treatment of certain 
goods of importance to CARIFORUM, urging both Sides to continue to work to bridge differences. 

4. The EPA was recognized as a very important tool to promote export-led development and economic 
growth, in light of the opportunities to be had in the EU market. The upcoming planned review of the 
EPA was seen as an important opportunity to assess the gains and challenges from the Agreement’s 
implementation to date. 

5. Both Sides expressed their commitment to the effective implementation of the EPA, a partnership for 
sustainable development, regional integration and the creation of new commercial opportunities 
between CARIFORUM and the EU. In that regard they called attention to the considerable importance 
of the CARIFORUM Region’s cultural industries, including education, sport, national heritage activities, 
training and exchanges, which are an asset of the Region and of the EU. This is one of the single 
largest growth areas with respect to export earnings, especially at a time when there has been 
significant reduction in traditional revenue streams. The EPA was recognized as being of critical 
importance in the Region’s strategy to further promote and commercialise the creative and sporting 
sectors. The Committee thus stressed the importance of the implementation of the Protocol on Cultural 
Cooperation, as a way to bring the two regions closer to each other. The Committee further noted that 
different actions and measures should be considered to develop it further, such as twinning projects 
between creative cities in both regions and the setting up of an EU-CARIFORUM Platform for the 
Culture and Creative Industries.        

(Cont. on PP. 4)
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(Cont. from PP. 3) 

 

6. The Committee underscored that while the Agreement opens up new possibilities as regards the 
movement of persons, especially for qualified professionals, through possibilities of temporary 
presence of natural persons for business purpose and mutual recognition of professions, as laid out in 
Articles 80-85 of the Agreement, in practice regulatory barriers impinge on the realization of the 
Agreement’s stated aims in this regard; thus posing challenges to translating market access into real 
market penetration. However, Members strongly welcomed and supported the proposal to lift the visa 
requirements for nationals of CARIFORUM States visiting the EU including the Outermost regions as 
an important measure to facilitate exchanges. 

7. Parliamentarians emphasised that the development component is an integral part of the EPA, and 
that the Agreement should contribute to the achievement of the MDGs, as well as to regional 
cooperation and integration. The considerable reduction of funds available under the 11th EDF, as well 
as EU policy on differentiation in future development aid, must carefully take into consideration the 
implications for the economic development of the Caribbean and should not jeopardize its capacity to 
implement the EPA. While the EU has signalled that it will take into account the concept of vulnerability 
and the status of CARIFORUM States in the application of differentiation, it must indicate how it 
proposes to do so. The Parties acknowledged that graduating countries solely on the basis of GDP can 
negatively impact on the issues of poverty, good governance and democracy.  

8. The Committee agreed to hold the next meeting in early spring 2014 in Brussels, Belgium. 

 

        

 
Caribbean Delegation to the 
CARIFORUM-EU Parliamentary 
Committee                        
Vasant BHARATH                 

Chair 

European Parliament Delegation to 
the CARIFORUM-EU Parliamentary 
Committee                                 
David MARTIN 

Head of European Parliament 
Delegation 

HARNESSING STANDBY FACILITY TO 
IMPROVE EPA IMPLEMENTATION 

A senior Caribbean Development Bank 
(CDB) official has called upon members of 
CARIFORUM to make full use of a standby 
Facility for capacity building under the EPA 
with the European Union. 

Mr Clairvair Squires, Division Chief (Ag.), Te- 

chnical Cooperation Division, laid down this 
challenge as he welcomed participants hailing 
from National EPA Implementation Units and 
Like Entities and the CARIFORUM Directorate 
of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) 
Secretariat, to the CDB-organized Technical 
Briefing Meeting on the EPA  Standby Facility 
for Capacity Building gathered in Barbados on 
11 April. Also on hand were Mr Felipe De La 
Mota, Programme Manager, Economic Section, 
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Delegation of the EU to Barbados and the 
Eastern Caribbean, and Ms Sonja Allyson 
Francis, Trade in Services and Investment 
Specialist, EPA Implementation Unit, 
CARIFORUM Directorate.  

They both reaffirmed Mr Squires’ charge, and 
noted that with the advent of the Standby 
Facility EPA implementation stood to benefit. 

The duration of the EPA Standby Facility—a 
€3.5 million fund administered by the CDB, 
with support from National Authoring Officers 
(NAOs) in respective States—is three years 
(December 2012 to December 2015). The EU-
financed Facility is to be managed by a 
Steering Committee, comprising 
representatives of the European Commission 
and the CARICOM Secretariat. 

The EPA Standby Facility is coming on stream 
as part of a suite of initiatives financed under 
the 10th European Development Fund (EDF), 
the aim of which is to lend support to 
CARIFORUM in the implementation of 
commitments under the EPA in several areas. 
These include: (i) Fiscal Reform and 
Adjustment; (ii) Statistics in the Dominican 
Republic; (iii) Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary 
(SPS) Programme; (iv) Technical Barriers to 
Trade (TBT); (v) Services Sector; (vi) Rum 
Sector; and (vii) Institutional and 
Implementation Capacity.  

The Regional Private Sector Development 
Programme (RPSDP), which Caribbean 
Export manages, was the first initiative to be 
approved under the 10th EDF EU-
CARIFORUM Caribbean Regional Indicative 
Programme (CRIP). The RPSDP officially 
began in March 2011 and has a five year 
implementation period with €28.3 million of the 
total amount provided under the EDF. This is 
a several fold, unprecedented increase in EDF 
funds made available to CEDA, so that it can 
lend much-needed, multi-faceted support to 

the regional private sector in its bid to break 
through key external markets. 

In his remarks, Mr Squires underscored that 
the EPA Standby Facility is intended to assist 
CARIFORUM States by underpinning national 
institutional capacities. These States typically 
fall short, in this regard, on account of their 
size and levels of development. In helping to 
address capacity constraints, the EPA 
Standby Facility is expected to shore up the 
ability of such States to address a variety of 
EPA implementation imperatives, against the 
backdrop of efforts—of which officials from 
relevant National EPA Implementation Units 
and Like Entities form a part—to devise 
National EPA Implementation Plans. This 
effort is limited to just over a half-dozen of 
these States. The expectation is that these 
Plans will better position States to tap 
designated resources falling under the EPA 
Standby Facility. The Plans draw on the high 
level Draft EPA Regional Implementation 
Road Map, a document that identifies the 
broad actions to be taken in respect of 
implementation at the national and regional 
levels. 

The objective of the Technical Briefing on the 
EPA Standby Facility is to provide participants 
with the skills and knowledge required to: (a) 
Complete or lead the completion of a results-
focused application to the EPA Standby 
Facility that is in accordance with the Facility’s 
screening and appraisal criteria; (b) Manage 
the implementation of an EPA Standby 
Facility-financed project towards achieving 
planned outcomes; and (c) Prepare proposals 
for submission to the Facility which, as 
relevant, address similar capacity building 
needs of other CARIFORUM states. 

Amongst the sessions on the agenda was one 
dedicated to an overview of the EPA Standby 
Facility, with emphasis on the objectives, 
scope and administration procedures. A group 
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exercise and debrief geared at getting inputs 
from participants followed, with a view to 
highlighting the status of implementation at 
the national level, opportunities and 
challenges, lessons learnt and priority 
capacity building needs. That session built on 
a presentation made earlier in the day by 
Ambassador Errol Humphrey of the Barbados 
EPA Implementation Unit, the focus of which 
was the opportunities, challenges and the way 
forward with respect to EPA implementation. 
The day-long Meeting culminated in back-to-
back sessions on a results-focused approach 
to the design and implementation of EPA 
Standby Facility projects and a group 
exercise, the focus of which was defining 
planned results, major activities and 
developing an implementation schedule. 

The Technical Briefing was convened one day 
ahead of a CDB-organized briefing on the 
CARICOM Single Market and Economy 
(CSME) CSME Standby Facility, which is also 
administered by the CDB, with support from 
NAOs. It is a €3.45 million fund. 

 

The Bahamas Forging Ahead with EPA 
Implementation 

The Bahamas is poised to finalize its National 
EPA Implementation Plan, the major elements 
of which are expected to put national 
authorities and non-state stakeholders on a 
better footing regarding the implementation of 
the Agreement.  

On May 29, a Validation Meeting was 
convened in Nassau, The Bahamas, at which 
representatives from a cross section of 
national public/private sector and civil society 
institutions were brought together for frank, 
comprehensive deliberations on the draft 
Bahamas National EPA Implementation Plan.  

 

The Validation Meeting was a crucial step in 
the finalization of that Plan, which—when it 
does come on stream—is expected to position 
The Bahamas to better coordinate its 
approach to implementing the provisions of 
the EPA, in terms of obligations and benefits. 

The Hon. Ryan Pinder, Minister of Financial 
Services of The Bahamas, has said his 
Government places great importance in the 
soon to be finalized Plan, as EPA 
implementation forms an important part of the 
country’s trade policy. 

The EPA is a trade and development accord 
between CARIFORUM, of the one part, and 
the EU and its Member States, of the other 
part. Since respective states from both blocs 
signed the EPA, commitments fall to each of 
them with respect to the various provisions. 

The Draft EPA Regional Implementation Road 
Map document had been drawn up for 
CARIFORUM States, following the conclusion 
of negotiations, in order to identify the broad 
actions (chronologically) to be taken regarding 
EPA implementation at the national and 
regional levels. Drawing on this high level 
document, a number of National EPA 
Implementation Units and Like Entities sought 
to develop National EPA Implementation 
Plans. Consultants were retained to aid in this 
effort, which is made possible through funding 
under the Caribbean Aid for Trade and 
Regional Integration Trust Fund (CARTFund). 

The EPA Implementation Unit within the 
CARIFORUM Directorate is integrally involved 
in lending technical support to the initiative, 
which the CDB has a hand in backing. 

The Validation Meeting in Nassau, which Staff 
of the CARICOM Secretariat-based EPA 
Implementation Unit and their Bahamian 
counterparts were on hand for, provided yet 
another opportunity for stakeholders to meet 
with the consultant. This time, the focus was 
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squarely on the recently issued draft Bahamas 
National EPA Implementation Plan.  

The Meeting was a milestone in the 
consultancy, which commenced in March of 
this year and has been informed by a 
consultative process in the period since.  

Amongst the tasks that fell to the consultant 
was assisting stakeholders in identifying and 
reaching consensus on the major elements of 
the National EPA Implementation Plan, 
including: (i) commitments to be satisfied and 
trade and investment opportunities to be 
explored; (ii) the major agencies required to 
contribute to the implementation process; (iii) 
specific actions to be taken to achieve 
compliance; (iv) milestones and performance 
indicators against which countries can 
monitor, evaluate and report on the 
implementation process; (v) realistic 
implementation timelines; (vi) resources 
required for implementation and strategies for 
meeting resource gaps; and (vii) framework 
for monitoring and reporting on the EPA 
implementation process. 

The final Bahamas National EPA 
Implementation Plan is slated to be submitted 
to the Government in June 2013, and the 
expectation is that it will be given effect 
thereafter. 

Just over a half-dozen CARIFORUM States 
stand to benefit from the National EPA 
Implementation Plan initiative. 

The development of National EPA 
Implementation Plans is expected to bode well 
for regional states presently preparing to 
access the recently launched EPA Standby 
Facility for Capacity Building, a €3.5 million 
fund administered by the CDB, with support 
from NAOs in respective states. The Standby 
Facility is in place for three years (December 
2012 to December 2015), and is intended to 

assist CARIFORUM States by underpinning 
national institutional capacities. 

 

EPA Key to The Bahamas' Value Added 
Trade Strategy 

The Bahamas is pursuing a value added trade 
strategy. Authorities are seeking to more 
intensively position the country as a hub in 
global value chains, in the first instance 
drawing on, thereby better integrating, 
production networks across regional states in 
order to source primary and intermediate 
inputs for further production and export. The 
CARIFORUM-EU EPA figures prominently, in 
this regard. 

The Hon. Ryan Pinder, Minister of Financial 
Services of The Bahamas, expressed this 
view during the opening on May 29 of a 
Validation Meeting in Nassau, The Bahamas, 
the purpose of which was for a cross section 
of stakeholders to consider the draft Bahamas 
National EPA Implementation Plan. 

Over forty participants were on hand at the 
Validation Meeting, drawn from national 
public/private sector and civil society 
institutions. In addition to the consultant 
retained to develop the Implementation Plan, 
Staff of the CARICOM Secretariat-based EPA 
Implementation Unit and Bahamian 
counterparts also attended. 

Participants welcomed the draft 
Implementation Plan, and in what was an 
especially interactive session they provided 
feedback. Deliberations, led by the consultant, 
centered on the specific actions to be taken to 
achieve compliance, in addition to resources 
required for implementation and strategies for 
meeting resource gaps. Some participants 
undertook to provide further feedback, 
following the meeting, for incorporation into 
the document. 
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The final Bahamas National EPA 
Implementation Plan is slated to be submitted 
to the Government in June 2013. Focal points 
within the Ministry of Financial Services would 
be responsible for ensuring that the Plan is 
realized. Soon after the Plan has been 
submitted to and once approved by 
Government, the intention is to have in place 
a more structured coordination mechanism 
with respect to the implementation of the EPA. 

In this regard, authorities have signaled their 
intention to move forward with the 
establishment of the EPA Implementation Unit 
within the Ministry of Financial Services. The 
Regional EPA Implementation Unit has 
registered its commitment to continue to 
extend technical guidance and assistance to 
EPA focal points in The Bahamas, as they 
proceed to give effect to the Implementation 
Plan. 

The Validation Meeting is a crucial step in the 
finalization of that Plan, which was recently 
produced, and the consultancy that 
spearheaded its formulation was made 
possible through funding under the 
CARTFund. The consultancy commenced in 
March of this year, and it has been informed 
by a consultative process in the period since. 

In his address to the Validation Meeting, 
Minister Pinder took the opportunity to reaffirm 
his support for the development of the 
National EPA Implementation Plan and 
especially underscored the “tremendous 
potential” for The Bahamas in leveraging 
global value chains and the opportunities the 
EPA presents for the country to realize that 
potential. 

Global value chains have risen to prominence 
over the last ten-plus years, and refer to the 
international organization of production 
(including post-production marketing and 
distribution) that is increasingly dispersed 

across countries. One important effect of the 
segmentation of the production process 
across countries has been specialization, 
within given countries, in process-related 
upstream and/or downstream activities. 

Minister Pinder pointed to several strengths 
The Bahamas has that can work to its 
advantage with respect to leveraging of global 
value chains, so as to spur competitiveness, 
export performance and economic growth. In 
this regard, he called attention to the fact that 
The Bahamas has long been one of the 
world’s principal international financial 
centers. The Minister also noted his country's 
free trade zone potential. “Freeport, Grand 
Bahama is a 230-square-mile free trade zone 
that serves as an important hub for 
international business, one with significant 
potential for further growth,” he underscored. 
He pointed to the capacity for export-oriented 
manufacturing and assembly operations on 
Grand Bahama, too. 

Minister Pinder also spoke of the important 
role The Bahamas can play in scaling up 
regional efforts to link production to logistics in 
the contemporary global trade environment, 
namely by harnessing the country's strategic 
location in relation to major international trade 
routes. In this regard, he noted that the 
Freeport Container Port—based on the island 
of Grand Bahama—is widely recognized as 
one of the world's major transshipment hubs 
with world-class facilities. “We are strategically 
located in major shipping lanes, and the 
Freeport Container Port is capable of handling 
the largest container vessels; which is 
important, considering efforts to expand the 
Panama Canal,” Minister Pinder said. “Indeed 
Freeport is one of the largest man-made 
harbours in the world, and the deepest in the 
region,” he noted further. 

“The Bahamas is planning for opportunities 
associated with global value chains, and in 
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this regard is actively positioning itself to 
capitalize on the strengths I have identified,” 
Minister Pinder concluded, adding that, “we 
are creating a new, progressive business 
model in keeping with our globalized world, in 
order for us to take full advantage of outbound 
opportunities, as opposed to fixating on 
supposed in-bound threats.” 

In the margins of the Validation Meeting, the 
team from the Regional EPA Implementation 
Unit and Bahamian counterparts met with 
representatives of national professional 
associations representing engineers, 
accountants and architects, respectively. 
These consultations discussed licensing, 
registration and related matters toward the 
negotiation of Mutual Recognition Agreements 
(MRAs), following which a more wide-ranging 
sensitization consultation took place with 
representatives of national civil society. 

 

Draft EPA Model Bills up for Consideration 

Legislative drafters from regional states 
signatory to the CARIFORUM-EU EPA met on 
26-28 June in Grenada, to discuss draft Model 
Bills to give effect to provisions of the 
Agreement. 

The Meeting was mounted by the CARICOM 
Secretariat-based EPA Implementation Unit, 
in keeping with its mandate to assist 
CARIFORUM States in the implementation of 
the provisions of the Agreement. The Unit’s 
Legal Officer, Ms Alexis Downes-Amsterdam, 
spearheaded the Meeting. 

The event was the third such meeting of 
legislative drafters, organized by the Unit, on 
draft Model Bills under the CARIFORUM-EU 
EPA. As with the preceding meetings, it was 
funded under the CARTFund. 

 

Two draft Model Bills were the subject of 
deliberations at the Meeting: (i) Draft Model 
CARIFORUM-EU Economic Partnership 
Agreement (Implementation) Bill, 2013; and 
(ii) Draft Model Immigration (Temporary Stay 
of EU Services Suppliers) Bill, 2013. 

Since respective CARIFORUM States signed 
the EPA, commitments fall to each of them 
regarding the various provisions. Legislative 
obligations arise, as a result.  

The expectation is the Regional EPA 
Implementation Unit’s technical assistance in 
the area of draft Model Bills, of the kind that 
was the focus of the Meeting and that were 
considered in the previous two Meetings, will 
support authorities in CARIFORUM States in 
their efforts to craft relevant domestic 
legislation in support of EPA implementation. 

 
News Highlights 

COTED Challenged to Re-strategise  

The Council for Trade and Economic 
Development (COTED) of CARICOM has 
been charged to rethink, re-organize and re-
strategise the way the business of the Council 
is conducted.  

Further information on this matter can be 
accessed at the following link: 

http://www.caricom.org/jsp/pressreleases/pres
s_releases_2013/pres90_13.jsp 

 

Call for Private Sector Place at COTED 

A place for the private sector at the table of 
meetings of COTED is gaining traction with 
the Honourable Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guyana and 
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Ambassador Irwin LaRocque, Secretary-
General of the Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM), both making strong 
recommendations in this regard. 

Secretary-General LaRocque raised the 
matter of the private sector’s representation at 
COTED at the opening ceremony of the 
Thirty-Sixth Meeting of the COTED, in the 
context of the changing construct of the 
Council, and the private sector’s role as a 
conduit to transform the policies enunciated 
by the Council into bread and butter issues. 

Further information on this matter can be 
accessed at the following link: 

http://www.caricom.org/jsp/pressreleases/pres
s_releases_2013/pres91_13.jsp 

 

Welcome Remarks by Ambassador Irwin 
LaRocque, Secretary-General CARICOM at 
the Launch of the Aid-for-Trade Strategy         

The Caribbean Regional Aid for Trade (AfT) 
Strategy was launched in Port-au-Prince, Haiti 
on Tuesday 11 June. 

Further information on this matter can be 
accessed at the following link: 

http://www.caricom.org/jsp/pressreleases/pres
s_releases_2013/pres117_13.jsp  

For related information, also refer to: 

http://www.caricom.org/jsp/pressreleases/pres
s_releases_2013/pres115_13.jsp 

 

Meeting on Trade and Investment Task 
Force 

Bridgetown, Barbados, June 4, 2013/ 
Caribbean Export: Caribbean Export 
Development Agency (Caribbean Export) as 

chair for the CARIFORUM, French Caribbean 
Outermost Region (FCOR) and EU Overseas 
Countries and Territories (OCT) Task Force 
on Trade and Investment convened the 7th 
Meeting of the Task Force in Tortola, British 
Virgin Islands on May 30-31, 2013. 

Further information on this Meeting can be 
accessed at the following link: 

http://www.carib-export.com/2013/06/meeting-
of-the-trade-and-investment-task-force/ 

 

Meeting of ACP Ministers on European 
Development Fund - Deep concern about 
the amount of the EDF and the Ownership 
of the Projects 

Brussels, April 2013/ACP: In a meeting held in 
Brussels on 17 and 18 April 2013, the ACP 
Ministers in charge of the ACP-EU 
Development Finance have expressed their 
regret for the 10% decrease of the EU 
financial envelope allocated to the cooperation 
with the ACP in the framework of the 11th 
EDF European Development Funds (2014-
2020), compared to the EC initial proposal. 

Further information on this matter can be 
accessed at the following link: 

http://www.acp.int/content/meeting-acp-
ministers-european-development-fund-deep-
concern-about-amount-edf-and-ownership-  

 

ACP Group calls on EU Parliament to not 
Vote Specific Market Regulation which can 
be considered as a Pressure against ACP 
Countries 

Brussels, 16 April 2013/ACP: On the eve of a 
decisive vote on Market Access Regulation 
1528/2007 regarding the proposal by the 
European Union to exclude certain ACP 
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States from European Union trade 
preferences, the Secretary General of the 
ACP, H. E.  Alhaji Muhammad MUMUNI calls 
on all the Members of the European 
Parliament to refrain from taking an action that 
would be to the detriment of the ACP States 
concerned, and that could be considered as a 
pressure against ACP countries. 

Further information on this matter can be 
accessed at the following link: 

http://www.acp.int/content/acp-group-calls-eu-
parliament-not-vote-specific-market-
regulation-which-can-be-considered-pr 

 

Inauguration of the Eminent Persons 
Group in charge of the Mechanism of 
Rebuilding of the ACP Group  & 
Designation of the ACP Secretary General, 
Hon. ALHAJI Muhammad MUMUNI 

Brussels, April 2013/ACP: In an extraordinary 
session held in Brussels on 25 – 26 of March, 
the ACP Council of Ministers has inaugurated 
the Eminent Persons Group EPG whose 
mission will be to provide guidance and 
concrete recommendations for the future of 
the ACP Group. The Council of Ministers has 
also designated Hon. Alhaji Muhammad 
MUMUNI  as Secretary-General of the ACP 
as from April 1st, 2013 in replacement of Dr 
Mohamed Ibn CHAMBAS who was recently 
nominated by the United Nations and the 
African Union as their Special Envoy for 
Darfur. 

Further information on this matter can be 
accessed at the following link: 

http://www.acp.int/content/acp-council-
ministers-brussels-march-25-26-2013 

 

 

ACP/LDC Sugar Group Deeply 
Disappointed with EU Council PROPOSAL 
on Sugar 

Brussels, 21 March 2013/ACP: The ACP/LDC 
Sugar Suppliers to the EU express deep 
disappointment with the EU Agriculture 
Council’s proposal to extend the Single 
Common Market Organisation for sugar by 
only two years to 2017 instead of 2020 as 
agreed by the European Parliament. 

Further information on this matter can be 
accessed at the following link: 

http://www.acp.int/content/acpldc-sugar-
group-deeply-disappointed-eu-council-
proposal-sugar  

 

Statement by the Secretary General at the 
opening of the 32nd session of the ACP 
Parliamentary Assembly, in Brussels 14 
June 2013 

The Statement can be accessed at the 
following link: 

http://www.acp.int/content/statement-
secretary-general-opening-32nd-session-acp-
parliamentary-assembly-brussels-14-june 

 

ACP-EU Council of Ministers: Decisions, 
Resolutions and Declarations 

The material can be accessed at the following 
link: 

http://www.acp.int/content/acp-acp-eu-council-
ministers-decisions-resolutions-and-
declarations  
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ACP States Fear “Immense Damage” to 
Sugar Industries, call on EU to Honour 
Joint Commitments 

Brussels, 27 May 2013/ ACP: ACP sugar 
supplying states have called on the European 
Union to honour its commitments under the 
ACP-EU Cotonou Accord and Economic 
Partnership Agreements, arguing that 
abolishing sugar quotas before 2020 could 
cripple ACP developing economies. 

Further information on this matter can be 
accessed at the following link: 

http://www.acp.int/content/acp-states-fear-
immense-damage-sugar-industries-call-eu-
honour-joint-commitments 

 

Aid and Trade focus at upcoming ACP-EU 
Council meetings 

Brussels, 31 May 2013/ACP: Ministers and 
officials from up to 79 African, Caribbean and 
Pacific countries will be in Brussels next week 
for a series of key meetings on development, 
trade and political agendas for the ACP 
Group. 

Further information on these meetings can be 
accessed at the following link: 

http://www.acp.int/content/aid-and-trade-
focus-upcoming-acp-eu-council-meetings 

 

ACP-EU Council of Ministers: Satisfactory 
outcome; Good compromise on EDF 

Brussels, 7 June 2013/ACP: The ACP 
Ministers who held with their EU partners a 
joint Council of Ministers in Brussels on 6-7 
June are rather pleased with a compromise on 
the financial envelope of the 11th European 

Development Fund, and with a step made by 
the EU on the EPA. 

Further information on this Meeting can be 
accessed at the following link: 

http://www.acp.int/content/acp-eu-council-
ministers-satisfactory-outcome-good-
compromise-edf-welcome-somalia  

 

EPA Trade Talks to get Fresh Political 
Edge 

Brussels, 10 June 2013/ACP: Trade 
negotiations between the European bloc and 
the some ACP members may move closer to 
a resolution now, with plans for a political 
panel to tackle the longstanding deadlock in 
talks. 

Further information on this matter can be 
accessed at the following link: 

http://www.acp.int/content/epa-trade-talks-get-
fresh-political-edge 

 

ACP States Dismayed at EU Decision to 
End Sugar Quotas in 2017 

Brussels, 27 June 2013/ACP: ACP sugar 
supplying states are appalled by the decision 
reached by the EU institutions on Wednesday 
to abolish EU beet and isoglucose sugar 
quotas in 2017. Once again, the concerns and 
expectations of the ACP have not been taken 
into account in spite of their numerous 
submissions over the past years. 

Further information on this matter can be 
accessed at the following link: 

http://www.acp.int/content/press-release-acp-
states-dismayed-eu-decision-end-sugar-
quotas-2017  



13  

 

EPA Implementation Bulletin  Volume 3  ●  N° 2  ●  April-June 2013

Outcomes of the 25th Session of the ACP-
EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly, 
Brussels 17-19 June, 2013 

Material on this matter can be accessed at the 
following link: 

http://www.acp.int/content/25th-session-acp-
eu-joint-parliamentary-assembly-brussels-17-
19-june-2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Resolution on ‘Economic Partnership 
Agreements - next steps’ can be accessed at 
the following link: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/intcoop/acp/20
13_brussels/pdf/101293en.pdf 
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