
1  

 

EPA Implementation Bulletin  Volume 3  ●  N° 1  ●  January-March 2013

EPA Implementation Bulletin 
Official E-Newsletter of the EPA Implementation Unit within the CARIFORUM Directorate of the CARICOM Secretariat  

 
ISSN 2221-1144 

   

 

 

 

Volume 3                                                                                                                                                                        
N° 1                                                                                                                                                                       
January-March 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

In this issue: 

CARIFORUM DG: ACP-
EU Parliamentary 
Assembly should Address 
EU’s Differentiation 
Policies….1-2 

`Key Architect’ of 
CARIFORUM-EU EPA 
Passes Away….2-3 

CARICOM Mourns Death 
of ‘Outstanding 
Caribbean Son’…3-4 

Second Meeting of 
Legislative Drafters on 
Draft Model Bills under 
the EPA….4 

EPA Implementation gets 
a Boost….4-5 

CARIFORUM Agriculture 
gets 8.6 Million Euro 
Boost….5-6 

EPA in Spotlight at 
Caribbean Exporters’ 
Colloquium….6-7 

EPA—Regional Export 
Strategy Nexus 
Highlighted….7-9 

Comprehensive 
Approach needed to Spur 
Regional 
Competitiveness….9-10 

EPA and CSME Standby 
Facilities Launched.10-12 

News Highlights…12-14 

CARIFORUM DG: ACP-EU Parliamentary Assembly should Address 
EU’s Differentiation Policies 

“Caribbean parliamentarians must utilize the opportunity of the 9th 
Regional Meeting of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly (JPA) to 
join with Caribbean leaders in taking a strong stand against the EU’s 
approach to differentiation. 

The EU has indicated that it will apply the principle of differentiation to the 
11th European Development Fund (EDF) National Indicative Programmes 
(NIPs), with the resultant effect that the majority of NIPs in the Caribbean 
Region will be cut. Such action is regrettable.” 

The Director-General of the Caribbean Forum of African, Caribbean and 
Pacific States (CARIFORUM) Directorate in the Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) Secretariat, Mr Ivan Ogando Lora, expressed this view en 
route to the JPA, which was held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, 
from 14-16 February. 

He further stated that “the European Union (EU) has been a valued, 
longstanding development partner. However, its stance on differentiation 
has prompted the CARIFORUM Region to take a hard look at this 
partnership, as, at a time when regional states are counting on reliable re-  
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sources to implement the Economic 
Partnership Agreement (EPA) and the 
Caribbean-EU Joint Strategy—neither of 
which makes specific provisions for financial 
support—the EDF, as the core source for 
financing development cooperation within the 
framework of CARIFORUM-EU relations, now 
faces the prospect of being scaled back.” Mr 
Ogando cautioned that the mechanics of the 
application of differentiation remain internal to 
the European Commission. 

Mr Ogando was invited by the JPA organizers 
to participate in the 9th Regional Meeting and 
deliver an address on the CARIFORUM-EU 
EPA. His speech delved into various facets of 
the implementation of the EPA, with a 
particular focus on issues of note that the 
CARIFORUM and EU sides have engaged on 
through the Joint Institutions that oversee the 
implementation process. In taking stock of the 
Agreement’s implementation and elaborating 
on the future of CARIFORUM-EU relations, Mr 
Ogando’s address called attention to the 
negative effects of the EU’s New 
Development Policy, about which Caribbean 
leaders have already raised serious concerns. 

Most recently, Caribbean Heads of 
Government voiced their concerns with 
respect to the new EU Development Policy, in 
discussions with President of the European 
Council Herman Van Rompuy and President 
of the European Commission José Manuel 
Durão Barroso, on the occasion of a 
CARIFORUM-EU High-Level Meeting held in 
the margins of the first Community of Latin 
American and the Caribbean States (CELAC)-
EU Summit in Chile in January.  

At another recent high profile event—the 
Seventh Summit of ACP Heads of State and 
Government in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea in 
December 2012 - the Prime Minister of Saint 
Lucia and the then Chairman of the 
Conference of Heads of Government of 

CARICOM, Dr the Hon. Kenny D. Anthony 
described as “disquieting” the issues of 
differentiation and graduation, which he said 
“target the economic vitality and the future 
development of some vulnerable [ACP] 
Member States.”  

The Secretary-General of CARIFORUM, 
Ambassador Irwin LaRocque, also expressed 
concern over the possibility of a decrease in 
development assistance from the EU under 
the new EU Development Policy. In an 
address to the Twentieth Meeting of the 
CARIFORUM Council of Ministers in Santo 
Domingo in November 2012, he underscored 
that the new policy threatened to cast a 
shadow over CARIFORUM-EU relations. 

According to organizers of the JPA, the 
Meeting was to be jointly chaired by the two 
Co-Presidents of the ACP-EU JPA, Musikari 
Kombo and Louis Michel. It sought to bring 
together 15 JPA parliamentarians from 
national parliaments of the Caribbean Region 
and an equal number of JPA Members from 
the European Parliament to exchange views 
on a number of issues of interest to the 
Caribbean. 

 

`Key Architect’ of CARIFORUM-EU EPA 
Passes Away  

The former Director-General of the Caribbean 
Regional Negotiating Machinery (CRNM), 
Ambassador Henry S. Gill, died on Thursday, 
14 February in Port of Spain, Trinidad and 
Tobago. He succumbed, following a long 
period of illness. 

As the CRNM’s Senior Director, the late 
Ambassador Gill played a pivotal role with 
respect to the regional strategy pursued by 
the CARIFORUM in its negotiations with the 
EU for the EPA.  
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“The Caribbean has lost a key architect of the 
CARIFORUM-EU EPA,” said the Director-
General of the CARIFORUM Directorate, Mr 
Ivan Ogando Lora, upon learning of 
Ambassador Gill’s passing.  

“It is fair to say that the CARIFORUM-EU EPA 
will loom large with respect to the late 
Ambassador Gill’s legacy,” Mr Ogando 
opined. 

Mr Ogando oversees the EPA Implementation 
Unit located in the CARIFORUM Directorate. 
This Unit was established in order to assist 
CARIFORUM States in the implementation of 
the provisions of the EPA, in the wake of 
negotiations that culminated in the 
Agreement’s signing by fourteen 
CARIFORUM States in October 2008 and by 
the fifteenth CARIFORUM State, Haiti, in 
December 2009.  

He added, “the late Ambassador Gill was 
instrumental and adept in leading our EPA 
negotiations, arguably amongst the most 
technically complex of the trade negotiations 
that the Region has engaged in. He worked 
tirelessly behind the scenes to bring the EPA 
to fruition on schedule, bringing to bear not 
just his technical acumen but unmatched 
leadership and diplomacy skills honed over 
many years, and which the next generation of 
trade policy practitioners who worked with him 
benefitted from immensely.” 

There has been an outpouring of grief from 
friends and colleagues from within the Region 
and farther afield, following Ambassador Gill’s 
passing.  

Ambassador Gill came to the then CRNM 
(now referred to as the Office of Trade 
Negotiations of the CARICOM Secretariat) in 
1999, following a long and distinguished 
career initially in academia and then as an 
international relations/trade expert. The 
Trinidadian national resigned from the top job 

at the CRNM with effect from 30 June 2009. 
Prior to assuming the post of Director-General 
on 4 July 2008, Ambassador Gill served with 
distinction as CRNM’s Senior Director for 
seven years with overarching responsibility for 
the technical work of the organization and 
leadership of the team of technical experts 
and trade specialists operating from Brussels, 
Geneva, Kingston, Bridgetown, and other 
Caribbean locations. 

 

CARICOM Mourns Death of ‘Outstanding 
Caribbean Son’ 

CARICOM is mourning the death of 
Ambassador Henry Gill, former Director 
General of the CRNM. 

In a message of condolence, Ambassador 
Irwin LaRocque, Secretary-General of 
CARICOM, recalled Ambassador Gill’s 
astuteness, tenacity and diplomacy in leading 
the Regional team in trade negotiations, as 
well as his nurturing and friendly disposition 
that endeared him to staff and colleagues 
alike. 

The full text of the message reads: 

“It is with deep regret that the Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) Secretariat learned of 
the passing of Ambassador Henry Gill, former 
Director-General of the Caribbean Regional 
Negotiating Machinery (CRNM). 

As we mourn the death of this outstanding 
Caribbean son, we recall his astuteness, 
tenacity and diplomacy in leading the regional 
team in trade negotiations and particularly, 
during the negotiations with the European 
Union (EU) for the CARIFORUM-EU 
Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA).  

Ambassador Gill has also left a towering 
legacy in academia and in the realm of 
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international relations, having attended, and 
served, with distinction at the Institute of 
International Relations of the University of the 
West Indies (UWI), and at the Latin American 
Economic System (SELA) where he was the 
Deputy Permanent Secretary. 

Henry was well respected for his intellect and 
formidable technical expertise as well as for 
his nurturing and friendly disposition which 
endeared him to the staff of the CRNM, 
colleagues in the CARICOM Secretariat and 
the young trade specialists whom he 
mentored, many of whom continue to serve at 
national and regional levels and beyond. 

On behalf of the Caribbean Community and its 
Secretariat, we extend our deepest 
condolences to his family and his many 
friends across the Caribbean and elsewhere.” 

 

Second Meeting of Legislative Drafters on 
Draft Model Bills under the EPA  

The CARICOM Secretariat, under the 
auspices of the EPA Implementation Unit, 
from 7-8 March convened the Second Meeting 
of Legislative Drafters to consider and refine 
draft Model Bills intended to give effect to 
provisions of the CARIFORUM-EU EPA. The 
Meeting was held in Trinidad and Tobago. 

The Meeting was funded under the Caribbean 
Aid for Trade and Regional Integration Trust 
Fund (CARTFund). 

“The Meeting targets legislative drafters from 
CARIFORUM States that are signatory to the 
EPA. It is designed to benefit legislative 
drafters who will be tasked with preparing 
legislation to give effect to provisions of the 
Agreement,” said the Unit’s Legal Officer, Ms 
Alexis Downes-Amsterdam, who also 
spearheaded the Meeting. 

Consideration was given, at the Meeting, to 
the following draft Model Bills: (i) Draft Model 
Telecommunications Regulatory Authority Bill, 
2012; and (ii) Draft Model Interconnection and 
Access to Facilities Bill, 2012. In addition, 
participants were provided with an overview of 
the EPA and the state-of-play of 
implementation, with particular attention to 
Trade in Services. 

The Meeting was a follow on to the inaugural 
one held in November 2012, where other draft 
Model Bills were addressed. 

 

EPA Implementation gets a Boost 

St Vincent and the Grenadines is poised to 
make greater strides in the implementation of 
the CARIFORUM-EU EPA, building on 
progress made to date. 

These were the sentiments of St Vincent and 
the Grenadines’ Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Foreign Trade and Consumer Affairs, the Hon. 
Dr Douglas Slater, who delivered the keynote 
address at the opening of a three-day National 
EPA Implementation Plan meeting in 
Kingstown on March 11. A cross-section of 
national public and private sector 
representatives with a stake in the 
implementation of the EPA in that country 
were on hand. The meeting marked the formal 
launch of the consultative process of 
developing a National EPA Implementation 
Plan, while providing the opportunity for a first 
engagement of stakeholders with the 
consultant who is responsible for crafting the 
Implementation Plan. 

In addition to St Vincent and the Grenadines, 
consultants are developing (and, in some 
cases, have already developed) 
Implementation Plans—on an as needs 
basis—for the following CARIFORUM States: 
Antigua and Barbuda, Belize, The Bahamas, 
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Dominica, Grenada and Saint Lucia. 
Respective National EPA Implementation 
Units and Like Entities, which are responsible 
for coordinating the implementation of the 
Agreement in State, feature prominently in the 
various efforts to devise National EPA 
Implementation Plans. The EPA 
Implementation Unit within the CARIFORUM 
Directorate of the CARICOM Secretariat is 
integrally involved. So, too, is the Caribbean 
Development Bank (CDB). 

The Implementation Plans initiative is funded 
under the Caribbean Aid for Trade and 
Regional Integration Trust Fund (CARTFund), 
and is informed by the view that in as much as 
the Draft EPA Regional Implementation Road 
Map facilitates the implementation of the 
Agreement, it only identifies the broad actions 
(chronologically) to be taken at the national 
and regional levels. It is envisaged, therefore, 
that National EPA Implementation Units and 
Like Entities would utilize the high level Road 
Map document to develop their own 
implementable National EPA Implementation 
Plans. 

To promote buy-in from a range of 
stakeholders, the process of preparing the 
National EPA Implementation Plans is 
participatory. At the end of the Implementation 
Plans development process, stakeholders 
should have developed a clear understanding 
of the importance of the EPA to achieving 
national and regional development objectives, 
their roles in the EPA implementation process, 
the specific actions to be implemented, and 
the resources required for implementation. 

Although CARIFORUM States have made 
admirable progress with respect to EPA 
implementation, concerns remain about the 
extent of involvement of the private sector. 
Indeed at the recently concluded National 
EPA Implementation Plan meeting in St 
Vincent and the Grenadines, Minister Slater 

encouraged the national private sector to be 
more involved in EPA implementation and to 
decisively take advantage of the opportunities 
provided by the EPA. The Project Manager of 
the St Vincent and the Grenadines EPA 
Implementation Unit, Mrs Okolo John-Patrick, 
noted that while well attended last week’s 
National EPA Implementation Plan meeting 
did not have the showing that the Unit was 
hoping for from the private sector. 

In commenting on the steps that are to unfold 
in the development of St Vincent and the 
Grenadines’ National EPA Implementation 
Plan, Mrs John-Patrick indicated that “the 
consultant responsible for developing the Plan 
will continue to engage the National EPA 
Implementation Unit and representatives of 
relevant government ministries and private 
sector entities, where necessary convening 
meetings, aimed at reaching consensus on 
the elements of the National EPA 
Implementation Plan. We anticipate that a 
draft of the Plan will be presented shortly.” 
She went on to note, “revisions will be made 
to the draft by the consultant, based on 
feedback obtained from relevant stakeholders, 
and on that basis the finalized National EPA 
Implementation Plan will be prepared and 
submitted to us.” 

Ms S.H. Allyson Francis, Trade in Services 
and Investment Specialist, represented the 
CARICOM Secretariat-based EPA 
Implementation Unit at the National EPA 
Implementation Plan meeting held in 
Kingstown. 

 

CARIFORUM Agriculture gets 8.6 Million 
Euro Boost 

Secretary-General of CARICOM Ambassador 
Irwin LaRocque has welcomed an €8.6 million 
programme to boost the Region’s agriculture 
sector. 
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In his capacity as Secretary-General of 
CARIFORUM, Ambassador LaRocque was 
one of four speakers at a signing ceremony of 
a Contribution Agreement on the 10th EDF 
Intra-ACP Agriculture Policy Programme for 
the Caribbean between the European 
Commission and the Inter-American Institute 
for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) at the 
European Union’s Delegation office in 
Georgetown, Guyana on  15 March. His 
Excellency Donald Ramotar, President of 
Guyana who is Lead Head of Government for 
Agriculture in the quasi-cabinet of CARICOM 
topped the list of speakers which also 
included the Delegate of the EU to Guyana, 
Ambassador Robert Kopecky and the Co-
ordinator of IICA’s Regional Integration for the 
Caribbean Region, Mr Gregg Rawlins. 

IICA is the principal implementing agency of 
the Programme on behalf of CARIFORUM, 
with the Caribbean Agricultural Research and 
Development Institute (CARDI) and the 
CARICOM Secretariat as implementing 
partners. Such an arrangement exemplifies 
the strength of the partnership between IICA 
and the CARICOM/CARIFORUM Secretariat 
and reflects the continued commitment of the 
EU to the on-going development of the 
Region, the Secretary-General said. 

The four year programme is specifically 
planned to further strengthen policy regimes 
and incentive schemes for agricultural 
smallholders across the Region who form the 
bulk of producers. It would also improve food 
security by increasing production and 
productivity of selected commercially and 
nutritionally valuable agricultural produce. In 
the execution of the programme, there is a 
specific bias to women and youth as these 
groups have been identified as important to 
the sustainability of the sector. 

The design of the programme followed 
intensive consultations among stakeholders in 

the sector across the Region and also 
benefitted from a number of policy instruments 
including CARICOM’s Liliendaal Declaration 
and the Jagdeo Initiative on the nine key 
binding constraints to agricultural 
development in the Region. 

Remarks by the Secretary-General of 
CARICOM and CARIFORUM, Ambassador 
Irwin Larocque, on the occasion of the signing 
ceremony of the Contribution Agreement on 
the 10th EDF Intra-ACP Agriculture Policy 
Programme of the Caribbean can be 
accessed at the following link: 

http://www.caricom.org/jsp/pressreleases/pres
s_releases_2013/pres53_13.jsp 

 

EPA in Spotlight at Caribbean Exporters’ 
Colloquium 

The Director-General of the CARIFORUM 
Directorate, Mr Ivan Ogando Lora, has 
described the CARIFORUM-EU EPA as “one 
of the most ambitious contemporary attempts 
at promoting regional integration processes.” 

Mr Ogando was at the time addressing a 
packed audience of business leaders, policy 
makers, officials and media at the opening of 
the Caribbean Export Development Agency 
(Caribbean Export)-organized Caribbean 
Exporters’ Colloquium—2013 being held at 
the Hilton Barbados in Bridgetown, Barbados 
from March 20 to 21. Amongst those gathered 
for the launching of this signature event were: 
Senator The Hon. Maxine McClean, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, 
Barbados; The Hon. Ryan Pinder, Minister of 
Financial Services, The Commonwealth of the 
Bahamas; The Hon. Anthony Hylton, Minister 
of Industry, Investment and Commerce, 
Jamaica; Sir Shridath Ramphal, Former 
Chairman, West Indian Commission (WIC); 
Ambassador Colin Murdoch, Chairman, Board 
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of Directors of Caribbean Export; and Ms 
Pamela Coke-Hamilton, the Executive 
Director of Caribbean Export. 

The Colloquium forms part of and was the 
capstone activity of the inaugural Caribbean 
Export Week, which ran from March 17 to 22 
under the theme ‘Promoting Regional Trade, 
Export Development and Investment’. 

The event provided an opportunity for a cross-
section of key stakeholders to examine the 
status of the ‘regional export platform’. Ms 
Coke-Hamilton, described the Colloquium as 
an important and timely opportunity to 
“reinitiate the conversation on export-led 
growth and, against this backdrop, to re-
examine the applicability and relevance of the 
recommendations emanating from the seminal 
‘Time for Action’ Report tabled by the West 
Indian Commission to the Heads of 
Government in 1992.” Speaking at the 
opening ceremony, Ms Coke-Hamilton said 
“the findings and recommendations of the 
‘Time for Action’ Report are as applicable 
today as they were two decades ago.” 

The agenda lent itself to facilitation of dialogue 
and exchange amongst participants and 
between participants and a varied set of 
panelists, comprising policy makers, trade 
policy practitioners and business persons, on 
the most effective ways in which the Region 
can seek to exponentially increase exports 
and achieve deeper market penetration in 
both traditional and non-traditional markets. 
“The intention is to identify and get consensus 
on the priority sectors that could be the focus 
of a viable regional export strategy,” 
Ambassador Murdoch noted. 

The challenges and opportunities that arise 
with respect to the EPA informed deliberations 
over two days with a view to, as Caribbean 
Export has described it, ‘explor(ing) new 

instruments for enabling the regional private 
sector to take advantage of the Agreement.’ 

Instructively, Senator McClean put the onus 
for making the EPA work for the Region 
squarely at the feet of the regional private 
sector, underscoring in her feature address 
that, “As a Region, we must develop an export 
or die mentality.” In this regard she further 
stated, “Our business persons must be 
innovative in their thinking. 

Senator McClean encouraged the gathering to 
focus attention on a regional export strategy, 
of which an action plan would form a critical 
part. Ms Coke-Hamilton also called attention 
to this point in her opening remarks. 

 

EPA—Regional Export Strategy Nexus 
Highlighted  

The Honourable Anthony Hylton, Minister of 
Industry, Investment and Commerce of 
Jamaica, has underscored that “the Caribbean 
Forum of African, Caribbean and Pacific 
States (CARIFORUM)-European Union (EU) 
Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) must 
form an integral part of the regional export 
strategy.” 

Minister Hylton shared this view on the 
occasion of a two-day gathering of several 
dozen leaders from business and government 
drawn from CARIFORUM States, under the 
aegis of Caribbean Export. Dubbed the 
Caribbean Exporters’ Colloquium, the high-
profile forum took place in Bridgetown, 
Barbados up until March 21. It provided a 
platform for decision-makers from the 
Region’s public and private sectors to 
exchange views on export-led growth 
pertaining to the Caribbean, including 
examining some of the most pressing 
problems in relation to the policy and business 
environments regionally and in the EU that 
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redound to the detriment of such an approach 
to growth. 

The first part of day one set the context for 
what the Executive Director of Caribbean 
Export, Ms Pamela Coke-Hamilton, 
underscored from the outset of the 
Colloquium: “The conversation on export-led 
growth needs to be reinitiated in the Region.” 
The Colloquium is seen as a catalyst in this 
regard, drawing on elements of the 
recommendations emanating from the seminal 
‘Time for Action’ Report tabled by the WIC to 
the Heads of Government in 1992 which 
speak to export-led growth. Sir Shridath 
Ramphal, the Former Chairman of the WIC, 
drew attention to the relevant parts of the 
Report in his address to the forum. 

His account served to anchor other 
presentations in that particular panel and, 
importantly, set the tone for the Colloquium as 
did the feature address of the opening 
ceremony delivered by Senator The Hon. 
Maxine McClean, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Foreign Trade of Barbados. Senator 
McClean issued a charge to the forum to 
focus attention on a regional export strategy, 
of which an action plan would form a critical 
part. This matter was taken up frontally on day 
two of the Colloquium. Indeed, it is the 
capstone of the Colloquium, and the session 
in which the matter was discussed sought to 
establish the key pillars that underpin 
successful export-led growth and form the 
basis for creating a new strategic framework 
for export development. 

During the second half of the first day, though, 
participants were seized of the following 
pronouncement by Dr The Hon. Ralph 
Gonsalves, Prime Minister of St Vincent and 
the Grenadines, who delivered the keynote 
luncheon address: “It is clear that the broad 
framework we have to provide for export-led 
growth and development in the Caribbean has 

to be a model in quest of building a modern, 
many-sided, competitive, post-colonial 
economy that is at once national, regional and 
global.” 

While a panel immediately preceding Prime 
Minister Gonsalves’ address pointed to the 
mixed record of export performance under 
trade agreements entered into by 
CARIFORUM States, the panel thereafter 
provided a ‘snapshot of regional private sector 
operators that is more often than not hidden 
from view’. A rich array of entrepreneurial 
experiences was on display and practical 
knowledge shared by panelists. Based on the 
strength of their respective business models 
and success, the case examples of the firms 
that were showcased dispelled the not 
uncommon view held by some of the 
‘struggling Caribbean enterprise’. The 
experiences of the firms in getting a foothold 
in and capitalizing on niche markets, as 
recounted by executives from these 
companies, were for participants at once 
inspiring and emblematic of best practice. The 
experiences of these firms were deemed by 
participants as all the more remarkable given 
that regional private sector operators are 
increasingly confronted by major adaptive 
challenges with respect to the external but 
also intraregional environments. 

However Mr Ramesh Ramdeen, CEO of the 
Trinidad and Tobago Manufacturers’ 
Association, and one of the panelists, 
cautioned the largely private sector audience 
that breaking through markets, like those of 
the EU, presents “myriad challenges, 
including supply side, trade facilitation and 
regulatory constraints.” 

The forum also turned attention to the 
intraregional trade landscape and 
impediments, in that regard, to the seamless 
flow of goods and services. In exploring ways 
to better harness and build on synergies in the 
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intraregional context, participants reflected on 
what The Hon. Ryan Pinder, Minister of 
Financial Services of The Commonwealth of 
the Bahamas, had raised earlier in the day: 
“The importance of leveraging value chains 
within the Region, with respective countries 
contributing to a part of a whole that could 
redound to the benefit of one and all.” 

 

Comprehensive Approach needed to Spur 
Regional Competitiveness 

The importance of competitiveness and 
productivity improvements for Caribbean 
enterprises aspiring to take advantage of 
opportunities in regional and extra-regional 
markets was the main focus at a colloquium 
that brought together regional policy-makers 
and business leaders in Bridgetown, 
Barbados from March 20 to 21. 

Caribbean Export mounted the Caribbean 
Exporters’ Colloquium, the culmination of a 
week-long suite of activities that unfolded 
during the inaugural Caribbean Export Week. 

The theme informing the exchange of views in 
the colloquium was export-led growth, and the 
need for the Region to better and more 
strategically leverage the EPA emerged as a 
common thread in panel discussions. The 
panels deliberated on: the ‘Time for Action’ 
Report tabled by the WIC in 1992; the 
Region's export performance; the practical 
experiences of regional enterprises in 
breaking through markets; the successes and 
shortcomings with respect to contemporary 
public-private sector partnership, in support of 
export development; and, lastly, taking stock 
of strategies and measures that can be 
pursued by regional enterprises in 
benchmarking competitiveness. 

In respect of the latter point, the emerging 
consensus was that there is an urgent need 

for strong collaboration between regional 
public and private sectors. Participants were 
seized of the need for them to work more 
decisively, consistently and strategically in the 
pursuit of the best strategies and policies to 
assist enterprises in overcoming the obstacles 
to improving competitiveness. “A standing 
structure for regular dialogue between the 
regional private sector and governments is 
critically important,” noted The Hon. Anthony 
Hylton, Minister of Industry, Investment and 
Commerce of Jamaica. 

For their part, private sector representatives 
stressed the need for greater participation of 
the private sector in policy making fora. There 
was also a call for an “effective advocacy 
body for the private sector to be put in place.” 
The role of agencies like Caribbean Export, in 
respect of what was agreed should be a 
holistic approach to addressing regional 
competitiveness deficits, was recognized, as 
was the need for beneficiaries to do their part 
to contribute to mechanisms that would aid 
regional self-sufficiency in respect of business 
support programmes. 

How the EPA is taken advantage of also came 
up for discussion, in light of one of its 
objectives: supporting the conditions for 
increasing investment, enhancing supply 
capacity, competitiveness and economic 
growth in the CARIFORUM region. 

Constructive discussions were had on ways of 
building competitiveness during times of 
uncertainty in the global economy and in an 
environment of complex global value-chains. 
Caribbean Export’s latest thinking on 
competitiveness was a focal point for this 
discussion. 

“Effective and relevant platforms for export 
have to be created,” said Mr David Gomez, 
Manager, Trade and Export Development at 
the Agency. He underscored that the era of 
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trade preferences was over, and as a result 
“mindsets” had to change. “The reality is that 
firms are operating in a competitive, modern 
global market. Building competitiveness 
should, therefore, be of primary concern. It’s 
not just about strengthening the productive 
base, but diversifying it such that products and 
services are globally competitive.” 

He stressed that building brand value 
perception in the global market is of 
paramount importance. Moreover, products 
must deliver value for what the brand 
promises. “Franchising and licensing 
opportunities will emerge, as a result”, he 
said, arguing further that establishing a strong 
brand is critical with respect to global 
competitiveness but in also allowing for the 
capture of intellectual property that is resident 
in the brand. 

The need for regional enterprises to look 
seriously at how they can position themselves 
in the global value chain also sparked a great 
deal of debate. A former top executive at a 
regional firm, Mr James Moss Solomon 
brought into relief the need to leverage export 
platforms that could build on branding. “We 
must move to taking regional brands to the 
world; ultimately the basic foundation of global 
trade is the corporation,” he said. 

This point was supported by another panelist, 
Mr Nirad Tewarie, CEO of the Trinidad and 
Tobago Coalition of Services Industries. He 
sought, in this regard, to underscore how the 
Region can leverage the creative sector as a 
“beachhead to strengthen that feel good vibe 
around the Caribbean.” He noted that such a 
strategy can have tremendous benefit for the 
Region in the context of export-led growth. 

There was also the recognition that in the 
context of export-led growth more had to be 
done “domestically” in regional economies, in 
terms of strengthening the production base. 

Ambassador Gail Mathurin, Director General 
of the Office of Trade Negotiations of the 
CARICOM Secretariat, brought this point out. 

Mr Moss Solomon identified four stages of 
growth with respect to businesses, each of 
which require “different capital structures.” 
Against this backdrop, there was discussion of 
the need for appropriate levels of and 
institutional mechanisms for export financing 
to also provide impetus for export-led growth. 

Participants were of the view that “now is a 
time when the Region is going to have to 
make some hard choices.” Minister Hylton 
enunciated this point against the backdrop of 
discussions on how regional enterprises are 
going to have to “pivot” themselves in the 
modern, competitive global economy. 

In this regard, The Honourable Ryan Pinder, 
Minister of Financial Services of The 
Bahamas, spoke of “new ways of looking at 
regional integration, by linking production to 
logistics that match manufacturing expertise in 
different countries.” Minister Hylton in turn 
built on this point, speaking about “the 
Caribbean Sea as realizable asset.” He also 
spoke about the opportunity of Jamaica 
becoming a logistics centre, capitalizing on its 
proximity to Panama and efforts in train there 
to further develop the Panama Canal. 

The Executive Director of Caribbean Export, 
Ms Pamela Coke-Hamilton, advised 
participants that the Agency would work to 
compile the recommendations emanating from 
the Colloquium and share them, with a view to 
advancing on a regional export strategy. 

 

EPA and CSME Standby Facilities 
Launched 

The EPA Standby Facility represents a new 
paradigm for collaboration between 
CARIFORUM States and the EU, as does the 
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CARICOM Single Market and Economy 
(CSME) Standby Facility with respect to 
collaboration between CARICOM States and 
the EU. 

The Director-General of the CARIFORUM 
Directorate, Mr Ivan Ogando Lora, made this 
point in an address at the launching of the 
EPA and CSME Standby Facilities for 
Capacity Building on 22 March in Barbados. 

Mr Ogando noted, “the EU-funded Facilities 
provide frameworks for pooling resources 
from funding partners to assist CARIFORUM 
and CARICOM States, respectively, in their 
attempts to deal with common challenges and 
underpin national institutional capacities.” 

The EPA Standby Facility is a €3.5 million 
fund administered by the Caribbean 
Development Bank (CDB), with support from 
the National Authoring Officers (NAOs). The 
CSME Standby Facility is also administered 
by the CDB, with support from NAOs. It is a 
€3.45 million fund. 

On hand at the launching ceremony were EU 
representatives, including Mrs Jolita 
Butkeviciene, Director for Latin America and 
Caribbean, EuropeAid and Mr Mikael Barfod, 
Head of the EU Delegation to Barbados and 
the Eastern Caribbean. The President of the 
CDB, Dr Warren Smith, was also in 
attendance, and in his address he noted that 
the record of EPA implementation in the 
Region has, to date, been “uneven”. He linked 
this trend “in large part, to the limited human, 
financial and technical capacities in many 
CARIFORUM countries to implement 
commitments under the Agreement.” Dr Smith 
further observed, “Similar constraints have 
stymied the advancement of the CSME.” 

He opined, “By focusing directly on building 
capacity at the national level, the two new 
product offerings can position the countries to 
take advantage of the opportunities for export 

development and expansion available through 
the EPA. The EPA and CSME standby 
facilities, therefore, represent a major 
milestone in our ongoing effort to secure the 
beneficial integration of CARICOM Member 
States into the global economy.” 

In the case of the respective EU-financed 
Facilities, they are each to be managed by 
Steering Committees comprising 
representatives of the European Commission 
and the CARICOM Secretariat. The Steering 
Committees are responsible for approving 
proposals to be funded under the Facility, and 
overseeing the overall strategic direction and 
operation of the respective Facilities. All 
applications are to be channeled to the NAOs, 
via National EPA Focal Points. Applications 
are screened, according to criteria. Those 
applications selected are in turn submitted to 
the CDB, for additional screening. 

With respect to the EPA Standby Facility, the 
resources of the Facility will be provided to 
CARIFORUM States in the form of grants and 
will be used to finance activities/projects to 
build the capacity of national 
administrations/agencies involved in EPA 
implementation. Similarly, the resources of the 
CSME Standby Facility will be provided by 
way of grants to CARICOM States to be used 
to finance customized projects that are aimed 
at building the capacity of national 
administrations/agencies involved in CSME 
implementation. The duration of both Facilities 
is three years. (For an enumeration of the 
intervention areas of the respective Facilities 
and a detailed description of how each Facility 
will operate, please visit the CDB’s website 
www.caribank.org) 

Also in attendance at the launch of the EPA 
and CSME Standby Facilities were regional 
policy makers, officials from CARICOM States 
and the Dominican Republic, officials from 
regional institutions and representatives of 
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development financing institutions, who had 
also participated in the Regional Launch of the 
Caribbean Investment Facility (CIF) which 
preceded the launch of the Standby Facilities. 
Senator The Hon. Darcy Boyce, Minister in 
the Office of the Prime Minister, of Barbados 
who was the feature speaker at the launching 
ceremony of the CIF hailed the Facility as an 
“innovative financing mechanism” for 
Caribbean development. 

Mr Ogando, who also attended and delivered 
remarks at the launching of the CIF, called 
attention to the innovative loan/grant blending 
principle of the Facility, which he said “aims to 
close funding gaps that inhibit productive 
investment in vital regional infrastructure by 
blending EDF resources with the lending 
capacity of financing institutions and private 
sector capital, with a view to supporting 
Caribbean countries in financing key 
infrastructure.” 

In addition to the interventions foreseen 
mostly in Transport, Information and 
Communication Technologies (ICT) and 
Energy infrastructure, the Facility is also 
expected to contribute to EU cross-cutting 
themes, i.e. environmental sustainability. The 
Facility will also include a Climate Change 
Window to support the implementation of 
projects helping partner countries to tackle 
climate change through mitigation and/or 
adaptation measures. 

Mr Ogando added, “While the various EU-
funded projects with respect to EPA 
implementation address regional deficiencies 
in economic competitiveness, the CIF will be 
complementary in so far as it will seek to close 
the numerous funding gaps that inhibit 
productive investment in vital regional 
infrastructure.” 

For the period 2012-2015, the European 
Commission through the EDF has reserved a 

minimum amount of €40 million for the CIF. 
This contribution does not have a predefined 
allocation per country or sectors. 

CIF contributions will support investments 
located in the 15 Caribbean countries 
signatory to the Cotonou ACP-EC Partnership 
Agreement. 

“The CIF is all about the realization on the part 
of Caribbean governments, the regional 
private sector and our principal development 
partner, the EU, that additional and sustained 
investment in economic and social 
infrastructure are pivotal and indispensable to 
the present and future viability of the 
Caribbean’s economies,” Mr Ogando said. 

Mr Ogando expressed CARIFORUM’s 
gratitude for the unstinting support of the EU 
to the Region’s development. 

 
News Highlights 

CARICOM Leaders attend CELAC Summits 

Heads of Government, Foreign Ministers and 
the Secretary-General of CARICOM were in 
Santiago, Chile in late January, to take part in 
two Summit Meetings. 

The first Summit of CELAC and the First 
Summit of CELAC and the EU took place from 
26-28 January, with the CELAC-EU Summit 
preceding the other. The CELAC-EU meeting 
replaces the EU-Latin America and the 
Caribbean (EU-LAC) Meetings. 

Further details on these meetings can be 
gleaned from the following link:  

http://www.caricom.org/jsp/pressreleases/pres
s_releases_2013/pres10_13.jsp  
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CARIFORUM-EU High level Meeting - Joint 
Press Release 

Caribbean and EU leaders attending the first 
CELAC-EU Summit in Santiago de Chile held 
a CARIFORUM-EU High-Level Meeting on 
January 26th, 2013. 

The Joint Press Release on the Meeting can 
be accessed at the following link: 

http://www.caricom.org/jsp/pressreleases/pres
s_releases_2013/cariforum_eu_high_level_m
eeting_joint_press_release_jan_26_2013.jsp 

 

Secretary-General shares Vision in 
CARICOM View 

As CARICOM moves into its fortieth year of 
existence, CARICOM Secretary-General, 
Ambassador Irwin LaRocque, has shared his 
vision for the advancement of the regional 
integration movement placing the Caribbean’s 
people at its core. 

Ambassador LaRocque shares that vision in a 
special edition of ‘CARICOM View Magazine’, 
which can be accessed at the following link: 

http://www.caricom.org/jsp/communications/ca
ricom-view-40th-anniversary-edition.pdf  

 

ACP Welcomes EP Agriculture Committee 
Vote for Extending EU Sugar Production 
Quotas to 2020 

Brussels, 25 January 2013/ACP: The ACP 
Sugar Group is pleased with the vote on the 
Single CMO Regulation in the European 
Parliament’s Committee on Agriculture and 
Rural Development on 23 January 2013, 
which supports the extension of the current 
quota provisions until 30 September 2020.  
The extension of sugar quotas will help to 

ensure fair, stable and reasonable 
remunerative EU sugar market prices to ACP 
and LDC exporters under Economic 
Partnership Agreements and the Everything 
But Arms Initiative. 

Further information on this matter can be 
accessed at the following link: 

http://www.acp.int/content/acp-welcomes-ep-
agriculture-committee-vote-extending-eu-
sugar-production-quotas-2020 

For related information, also refer to: 

http://www.acp.int/sites/acpsec.waw.be/files/C
ommuniqu%C3%A9%20Sugar.pdf 

 

New Presidency for the ACP Group 

Brussels, February 2013/ACP: On Thursday 
21st February, the ACP Committee of 
Ambassadors officially ushered in the new 
presidency of the Group for the period 
February to July 2013. The new President of 
Council is the Foreign Affairs Minister of 
Botswana, Mr. Phandu T. Skelemani, while 
the Chairman of the Committee of 
Ambassadors in Brussels is Mr. Samuel O. 
Outlule. In outlining the priorities for his 6-
month term, Ambassador Outlule highlighted 
a process he considers crucial: defining 
perspectives for the future of the ACP Group.  

Further information on this matter can be 
accessed at the following link: 

http://www.acp.int/content/new-presidency-
acp-group 

 

Meeting of the ACP Secretary-General, Dr 
Mohamed Ibn Chambas and former 
President of the Dominican Republic, Dr 
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Leonel Fernández, now an “ACP Eminent 
Person” 

Brussels, 18 February 2013/ACP: In the 
margins of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary 
Assembly (Santo-Domingo) ACP Secretary-
General, Dr Mohamed Ibn Chambas, was 
received on 15 February 2013 by former 
President of the Dominican Republic, Dr 
Leonel Fernández Reyna, who confirmed his 
agreement to be one of the “Eminent Persons”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

called upon to analyse strategies and 
prospects for the future of the ACP Group. 

Further information on this matter can be 
accessed at the following link:  

http://www.acp.int/content/meeting-acp-
secretary-general-dr-mohamed-ibn-chambas-
and-former-president-dominican-republic 
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