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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

During the celebration of the Cuban Cinema Festival - held in Kingston, Jamaica in 2005 - 

Jamaican filmmakers and representatives of Cuban cinematography discussed the idea of 

organizing one Travelling Caribbean Film Showcase with the support and collaboration of the 

Cuban Institute of Cinema (ICAIC), UNESCO, the Association of Caribbean States, as well as 

cultural and government institutions within the region. 

  

The Travelling Caribbean Film Showcase is governed by an International Organizing 

Committee with representatives from diverse cultural and linguistic areas of the Caribbean. The 

Head Office is located in Havana, Cuba and is presided over by Cuban filmmaker, Rigoberto 

López. 

 

The Travelling Caribbean Film Showcase is a non-profit regional event which has 31 Caribbean 

countries that are committed and have made significant efforts in promoting the increased 

visibility and recognition, both within and outside the region, of works produced by Caribbean 

film directors. The Showcase also focuses on promoting collaborative actions to further develop 

the audio-visual sector within the region.  

 

This regional initiative falls under the auspices of the ICAIC, UNESCO, UNICEF, and 

TELESUR, as well as other cultural and academic institutions of the region. This initiative has 

also attracted the attention of audiences within the region, which includes the support of  film 

directors and professionals of the audio-visual sector in the Caribbean, as well as the relevant 

government ministries and agencies  with responsibility for culture.  

 

The Film Showcase has been recognized by the highest political authorities in the Caribbean. 

This has been evidenced by  the presence of Governors, Prime Ministers and Ministers of 

Culture at the inaugural or closing sessions of the Showcase. 

 

This effort, as well as its results, has been publicly recognized by UNESCO who supported the 

hosting of the Travelling Caribbean Film Showcase in its headquarter city, Paris, at the 

beginning of 2008.   

 



CARICOM has also expressed the value of such an initiative and has indicated its support to the 

continuity of this project by identifying this initiative as one of regional interest.  

 

During the first edition of the Showcase, an achievement of particular significance was the 

showcasing of 28 films from Caribbean producers with subtitles in the languages of the region: 

English, Spanish, French and Creole Haitian. This was the first time that Caribbean audiences 

had the opportunity to view such a variety of subtitled Caribbean films.  

 

Through the initiative of UNICEF, the Second edition of the Travelling Caribbean Film 

Showcase is dedicated to  the children and adolescents of our region. This showcase has a 

selection of  51 films and is being shown in 31 countries within the region. 

 

Its programme includes: feature films, short films, documentary and animated films originating 

from a spectrum of countries within the Greater Caribbean. 

 

The participation of film directors, from the region, in the official programme of the Film 

Showcase in all of the host countries where the Showcase is exhibited will be essential. 

 

 

THE OBJECTIVES 

 

The Travelling Caribbean Film Showcase, in its efforts to facilitate collaboration among the 

Caribbean countries, has held two International Forums to discuss and define strategies in the 

region that can move the project to a higher level. Specific activities include the coordination of: 

co-productions, translation and subtitling services, workshops, courses, artist exchanges, films 

and audiovisual learning programs using the experiences of the creative forces of the region. 

 

The first Forum entitled: “Strategies for Cooperation and Integration in the Film and 

Audiovisual Sector in the Caribbean” took place in June 2007 and resulted in the 

development of a work programme which the Showcase has been promoting.  

 

The second Forum: “Film and Audiovisual Production and Exhibition for Children and 

Adolescents in the Caribbean: Realities and Prospects”, which took place in Havana,  

February 9- 11, 2009 reached the following main agreements: 

 

1. Consolidate the Office of the Traveling Caribbean Film Showcase, with its Head Office 

in Havana, into a center of coordination and exchange for filmmakers, cinematography, 

and audiovisual production within the Caribbean. 

 

2. In terms of cultural policies, develop work programmes which focus on lobbying 

governments to promote the continued presence of the Caribbean Cinema and 

Audiovisual Sector within the region through the introduction of incentives and 

assistance for national production. 

 

3. Continue the Traveling Caribbean Film Showcase and include a programme dedicated to 

children and adolescents in each of its editions. 

 

4. Approach UNESCO and UNICEF to continue their invaluable support to The Traveling 

Caribbean Film Showcase. 

 



5. Approach CARICOM for a commitment of financial and logistical support which will 

enable the continued and sustained development of the Showcase. 

 

6. Work towards the expansion of the presentation of the Travelling Caribbean Film 

Showcase in the rest of Latin America as discussed in the recently held Forum of 

Ministers of Culture of Latin America and the Caribbean in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

This includes establishing new ways of knowledge dissemination and creating effective 

collaborative strategies between Caribbean Authors, cinemas, filmmakers, festivals, 

institutions, critics and general audiences of Latin America.  

 

7. Develop training sessions for qualification and re-qualification of professionals and 

specialists through workshops, seminars, and courses, which can be done in 

collaboration with La Escuela Internacional del Nuevo Cine Latinoamericano 

(International School of New Latin American Cinema) as well as other academic centers 

of the region such as: The Errol Barrow Center, West Indies University, Cali University, 

etc. 

 

In order to achieve this goal, specialized programmes will have to be developed which 

facilitate the participation as well as the exchange of experiences by professionals and 

specialists within the region. The Management of La Escuela Internationals del Nuevo 

Cine Latinoamericano and The Traveling Caribbean Film Showcase Office, have 

agreed to design teaching programs in this regard. 

 

8. Develop initiatives that allow cooperation and collaboration through co-production 

activities and which facilitate the participation and contribution by every country 

according to its possibilities. 

 

9. Expand the existing database in the Traveling Caribbean Film Showcase Office so as to 

facilitate the implementation of all the actions and strategies previously stated. This is 

considered to be a very important activity. To accomplish this, it is absolutely necessary 

to have the support of filmmakers, institutions, and the national archive offices in 

systematically contributing data on titles, authors, as well as the specialists involved in 

the making of the work. 

 

10. Consider alternatives for promoting and marketing the work of Caribbean authors. 

 

11. Encourage the creation of video clubs for children and adolescents where they can find 

movies appropriate for their age which are produced by regional talent and which 

promote their audiovisual education. 

 

12. Promote the creation of audiovisual works by children and adolescents, through the use 

of creative workshops which showcase the experiences of countries within the region. 

 

13. Pay attention to the larger Caribbean Diaspora in the work projections of the Traveling 

Caribbean Film Showcase Office and the Showcase itself. 

 

14. Provide audiovisual productions to academic and cultural institutions so that they can be 

used as a means of knowledge and recognition of our stories and identities. 

 

15. Develop, due to its importance, the subtitling of Caribbean films which can contribute to 

the financing of the Showcase. 



 

16. Continue improving the archiving and documentation of Caribbean Cinematographic 

works stored in the Travelling Caribbean Film Showcase Office. In order to accomplish 

this task it is extremely important to have the cooperation of filmmakers, institutions, and 

cinematographers through the provision of digital copies of Caribbean cinematography 

works which can further supplement the existing archives of the centre.  

 

17. Increase access to airtime on national televisions so that these channels act as the natural 

promoters of the cinematographic and audiovisual products of Caribbean authors. The 

Forum appreciates the support given by TELESUR to the Traveling Caribbean Film 

Showcase and the valuable perspectives of collaboration that it offers. 

 

18. Establish effective bonds of collaboration with CARICOM, The Association of 

Caribbean States and the cultural project ALBA, in order to facilitate their contribution 

to the development of the activities of the Traveling Caribbean Film Showcase. 

 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

 

The Travelling Caribbean Film Showcase is the only Caribbean cultural project with a regional 

character. Its exhibitions have been presented in more than 30 countries of the region in each 

one of its editions, showing the importance, prestige and respect it has reached since the 

beginning. As a cultural event of the region, it represents the common interest of the Caribbean 

to give the world another perspective of its identity different from the traditional image of the 

splendid tourist destination - which for sure it is – but also by revealing the wealth and 

complexity of its values. 

 

Cinema or film has the potential to make important contributions to the circulation and mutual 

recognition of our cultures, to the reaffirmation of our identities and to regional collaboration 

and integration. At the same time, the work of our filmmakers allows the interaction with our 

nations´ diverse realities, while revealing a sense of belonging to a common historical and 

cultural heritage.  

 

In order to be successful in its plans and objectives, The Travelling Caribbean Film Showcase is 

looking for new partners that can be involved in this non-profit project in supportive ways which 

can allow it to continue its work and also facilitate its change to  an independent regional 

organization.  

 

The Travelling Caribbean Film Showcase is proud to present to this audience the results 

obtained during the last two years and request the cooperation and participation of Caribbean 

cultural organizations in the future works of this event. 

 

Thank you very much. 

 

 


