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Permanent Secretary  in the Ministry of Community Development and Culture 

Ambassador Valeriano Diaz 

Mr. Ramesh Chaitoo and other representatives of the Caribbean Regional 

Negotiating Machinery 

Mr. Yvon Thiec and other presenters 

Workshop Participants, from Barbados and from the region 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

Good Morning to you all. 

 

It is a pleasure to be here.  I am satisfied that our presence here this morning is 

testimony to our commitment to the subject we have come together to discuss.  

Why else would we have so readily given up the option of remaining in bed, or of 

going off to the beach on this Bank Holiday Monday? 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I do not plan to subject you to a long speech this morning. 

There are too many important things on the agenda for discussion.   Permit me, 

however, to share a few comments in the context of this Consultation and of what 

we hope to achieve. 

 

The signing of the CARIFORUM – EU Economic Partnership Agreement has  

prompted a variety of different reactions.  There are those who have hailed it as a 

supreme coup for CARIFORUM countries.  Some, on the other hand, feel 

strongly that the EPA does not represent our best interests.  Whatever position 
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you might have taken, however,  I am sure that you will agree with me that the 

main issue lies in the fact that the majority of the people of the region simply do 

not understand the details and implications of the EPA. 

 

What the whole debate has succeeded in doing, certainly for us involved in the 

business of Culture, is to bring into very sharp focus, the need for us to sit down, 

to familiarise ourselves with the details of the Protocol on Cultural Cooperation in 

the EPA,  and to make some decisions on the policies and strategies needed if we 

are to take effective steps toensure that we benefit from what is offered for the 

development of our cultural industries. 

 

For this reason, therefore, I want, most sincerely, to congratulate and to thank 

Ramesh Chaitoo of the CRNM an, all of the other persons involved, for organizing  

the study on  “Best Practices re:  Regulatory Regimes and Incentives to Support 

the Development of the Audio-Visual Sector” and this workshop. 

 

This initiative shows an understanding of the current needs of the sector, and of 

what is required if we are to develop it and if we are to take advantage of the 

opportunities offered by the EPA in a timely manner. 

 

If we are to respond appropriately to the current need, it is imperative is that we 

address two things in particular. In addition to the Cultural Protocol of the EPA, 

we need to take into consideration the 2005 UNESCO Convention on the 

Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions.  Barbados was 
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intimately involved in the drafting of the text of this Convention.  Its two main 

objectives are, firstly, to bring a measure of balance to the flow of cultural 

exchanges between the developed and the developing countries, and secondly, to 

allow countries to formulate and implement polices for the protection and 

promotion of cultural diversity. 

 

I expect that you are all familiar with the two articles of the Convention which 

will no doubt continue to generate much debate.  These are Article 16, which calls 

on developed countries to offer “Preferential Treatment” to developing countries 

as they seek to develop their cultural industries, and Article 18, which establishes 

an International Fund for Cultural Diversity. 

 

It is important that governments of the region understand the implications of this 

Convention, and acknowledge its importance to us.  We must bear in mind that 

the commitment stated in Article 16, while being more of a “gentleman’s 

agreement”, and not a legally binding one, did have direct influence on what 

eventually emerged in the terms and conditions of the Cultural Protocol of the 

EPA.   

 

I am aware that many of  my coleagues in Ministries of Culture regionally and 

further afield, are wary and uncertain when dealing with the  term “Preferential 

Treatment”.   What we have to remember is, that Article 16, at the end of the day, 

addresses the issue of agremments reached between PARTNERS.  The 

Convention does not envisage preferential treatment for developing countries as 
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articulated in international trade law, that is, treatment which allows a deviation 

from stipulated trade rules.   It is simply seeking to ensure a balance in the 

predominantly one–way flow of cultural professionals and cultural goods and 

services between developed and developing countries, whic is the current 

stndard. 

 

I see from the agenda that this workshop will, over the next two days, help you to 

iedntify  

• strategies for taking advantage of the Protocol on Cultural Cooperation, 

and  

•  a common approach for the development of the audiovisual sector 

through appropriate policies and regulatory regimes and incentives aimed 

at increasing regional audiovisual content. 

 

I hope that you will also take the opportunity to discuss the UNESCO Convention 

and to see it as complimentary to the EPA. 

  

I know that for me to stand here this morning and focus on the details of why it is 

important for us to develop our audiovisual sector, would be preaching to the 

converted.  I know you are all aware of the incredible potential of this particular 

sector. And even though we have not yet been able to make significant 

breakthroughs in the international market, we have seen evidence that this is, in 

fact,  possible.   
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There is no doubt in my mind, however, that to do this effectively, and to do so in 

the short term, will require a regional approach. We need to pool our resources, 

and I am not referring only to financial resources.  I refer also a pooling of the 

wealth of talent and experneice available in the region.   An event like this is 

therefore critical, as it allows us to sit down together, to share our own unique 

experiences, to compare notes on good practices. , and to make recommendations 

for the way forward.  

 

One of the areas in which we generally fall short in this part of the world, is the 

lack of statistics and basic, documented information on the cultural sector.  

Unlike many of the countries of the so-called “developed” world, we have not 

been able to quantify culture in our countries.  This study will have provided 

much-needed information on at least one particular component of the sector, but 

it is clear that more of this kind of research needs to be carried out.   My Ministry 

is aware of the need to institutionalise the ongoing collection and compilation of 

cultural statistics.  In pursuing this objective, we hope to be able to work with 

other countries of the region, and with the UNESCO Institute for Statistics. 

 

I an looking forward eagerly to seeing the results of your deliberations, and to 

being able to see your recommendations for the kind of policies, regulatory 

regimes and incentives which, in your opinion, are needed at this time, to propel 

growth in the audio-visual sector.   In his very recent Budgetary Statement, the 

Right Hon. David  Prime Minister of Barbados, announced the provision of 

incentives for the cultural and creative sector.  My Ministry and the Ministry of 
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Finance will continue working out the details of these incentives, and your 

recommendations will therefore be extremely helpful to us in this exercise. 

 

In closing, let me once again thank the organizers of this workshop.  I extend my 

thanks to Mr. Yvon Thiec, who conducted the study on the audio-visual sector.  

Thank you also, to all of the participants and presenters.  Let me also take this 

opportunity to welcome all visitors, whether you are first time or returning 

visitors,  to our shores.  I hope that you will enjoy your stay here and that you 

will, in spite of the demands of this workshop, find the time to enjoy some of 

what our island has to offer.  Stated differently, I hope that you will find that 

balance between productive work and pleasure, which will ensure the success of 

the workshop and pave the way for effective follow-up.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, I thank you. 


